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PREFACE. 


above  fixteen  Years,  and  em- 
ployed  in  our  Hofpitals,  all  the 
laft  War ;  that  I  have  had  Opportunities  of 
being  acquainted  with  the  Methods,  mod 
approved  of,  for  curing  the  Venereal  Difor- 
der,  not  only  in  our  own  Kingdoms,  but  in 
Germany ,  France ,  Spain ,  Holland ,  and  the 
Low  Countries  $  it  will  not  I  hope  appear  a 
prefumptuous  Undertaking  to  write  a  Trea- 
tife  on  that  Difeafe;  fince  few  could  have 
had  the  Advantage  of  more  Experience  in  all 
Circumftances  relating  to  the  Diforder. 

Careful  Obfervations  of  the  Succefs  and 
Mifcarriages,  attending  an  extenfive  Practice 
are  the  only  Means  of  arriving  at  any  Degree 
of  Certainty,  in  the  curative  Part  of  Phyfic* 
and  a  rational  Theory,  accompanied  by  the 
Knowledge  thus  acquired,  mu  ft  make  the 
Syftem  of  Medicine  the  moft  perfedt  and 
valuable.  A  Practitioner,  without  Theory, 
not  underftanding  the  Laws  of  the  animal 
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Geconomy,  muft  be  a  Stranger  to  the 
Changes  introduced  into  the  Conftitution  by 
Difeafes  •  he  can  neither  form  a  regular 
Method  of  Cure,  nor  account  for  the  Ope¬ 
ration  of  his  Remedies,  or  to  what  End 
they  were  prefcrihed  ;  and  the  Theorift,  for 
want  of  Pradice  to  confirm  his  Speculations, 
muft  b,e  often  perplexed,  and  go  aftray :  Tho’ 
he  can  projed  a  methodical  Scheme  of  Cure 
according  to  the  Forms  and  Rules  laid  down 
by  Authors,  yet  its  Succefs  can  only  be  war¬ 
ranted  from  Experience  ;  this  makes  him 
acquainted  with  a  Sett  of  Medicines  that  can 
be  relied  on,  and  enables  him  to  difcover 
the  Nature  and  the  Caufe,  and  to  compre¬ 
hend  the  Symptoms  and  Events  of  Difeafes 
with  Perfpicuity  and  Judgment.  If  there¬ 
fore  Theory  and  Pradice  are  fo  conducive  to 
a  right  Underftanding  in  Phyfic,  the  Mili¬ 
tary  Surgeon  muft  come  in  for  a  Share  of 
that  Knowledge,  he  muft  underftand  Ana¬ 
tomy  to  be  acquainted  with  the  Strudure 
and  Ufe  of  the  Parts,  and  he  cannot  be  a 
Stranger  to  the  Materia  Medica ,  as  he  com¬ 
pounds  and  difpenfes  his  own  Medicines ; 
thefe  two  Branches  of  the  Art  of  Healing 
are  the  Ground-works  and  Foundation  of  a 
regular  Inftitution  of  Phyfic,  but  they  are 
very  often  fo  much  negieded.  that  a  Demon¬ 
lira  tor  of  Anatomy,  whofe  Underftanding 
ufually  reaches  no  farther  than  the  Edge  of 
his  Knives,  or  the  Extent  of  his  Injedions, 
can  point  out  Blunders  in  Authors  of  great 
- '/  '  Repu- 
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Reputation  ;  and  the  Tyro  in  Pharmacy  of¬ 
ten  criticifes  on  the  Contrariety  to  be  met 
with  in  Prefcriptions. 

He  who  is  fkilied  in  Anatomy  mu  ft  know, 
that  all  the  Parts  of  the  Body  are  made  up 
of  Solids  and  Fluids,  whofe  mutual  Powers, 
when  in  juft  Proportion,  conftitute  that 
Harmony  on  which  Health  fubfifts;  and  he 
is  fenfible,  that  whatever  is  capable  of  diflurb- 
ing  this  Agreement,  difpofes  the  Conftitu- 
tion  to  Infirmities  and  Sicknefsq  for  a  Di- 
feafe  is  that  State  either  of  the  Solids  or  Flu¬ 
ids,  in  which,  from  what  Caufe  foever,  the 
Ballance  between  them  is  interrupted  or  im¬ 
paired;  and  therefore,  as  often  as  the  Refill- 
ance  of  the  Solids  is  fuperior  to  the  Force  of 
the  Influx  of  the  Fluids,  or  the  Power  of  the 
Influx  of  the  Fluids  is  greater  than  the  Re¬ 
finance  of  the  Solids,  the  ^Equilibrium  is  in¬ 
jured,  and  Diforders  enfue;  for  Health  con- 
fills  in  an  equal  Motion  of  the  Fluids,  with 
an  equal  Refiftance  of  the  Solids  in  every 
Part  ;  the  Fluids  are  faid  to  move  equally, 
when  their  Moment  or  Force  is  not  greater 
in  one  Part  than  another  *  the  Refiftance  of 
the  Solids  is  faid  to  be  equal,  when  their 
Impreffions  are  equal  on  the  Fluids  in  every 
Part;  and  in  this  Condition  the  Adions  of 
Life  are  carried  on  without  any  Senfation  of 
Pain  or  Uneafinefs. 

On  this  Intercourfe  between  the  Solids 
and  Fluids,  and  the  Power  they  have  over 
each  other,  a  Practice  has  been  founded,  at~ 
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tended  with  all  the  Benefit  that  can  be  ex¬ 
pected  from  Phyfic,  and  with  as  much  Cer- 
'  tainty  as  may  be  hoped  for,  from  the  Ma¬ 
nagement  of  fuch  frail  Materials  as  Fiefh  and 
Blood, 

He  who  knows  the  Properties  of  the  So¬ 
lids  and  Fluids,  and  the  Change  they  un¬ 
dergo  in  Sicknefs,  takes  his  Meafures  accord¬ 
ingly,  which  is  often  of  wonderful  Advan¬ 
tage  to  his  Patient,  a  Diforder  being  fre¬ 
quently  removed  with  great  Eafe  in  the  Be¬ 
ginning,  when  either  the  Solids  or  the  Fluids 
are  feperateiy  affeCted,  that  would  become 
ftubborn  and  rebellious,  without  a  Method 
of  Cure  depending  on  this  Diftindtion;  for 
neither  the  Solids  nor  the  Fluids  can  be  par¬ 
ticularly  prejudiced  for  any  Time,  without 
participating  the  Indifpofition  to  each  other. 
Thus,  if  the  Influx  of  the  Fluids  be  fu  pe¬ 
rior  to  the  Rdiftance  of  the  Solids,  the  Vef- 
fels,  by  being  too  much  diftended,  will  have 
their  Tones  weaken'd  and  impair’d,  which 
difpofes  the  Juices  to  a  Lentor  or  Sizynefs 
that  cannot  fail  to  ftagnate  and  form  Obftruc- 
tions  in  the  fmall  Canals, 

But  if  the  Refiftance  of  the  Solids  exceeds 
the  Power  of  the  Fluids,  the  juices  will  be 
too  much  diffipated,  which  will  bring  on 
Wafts  and  Decays ;  for  the  Sides  of  the 
Veffels  being  collapfed  and  prefled  together, 
from  a  Deficiency  of  the  Influx  of  the  Flu¬ 
ids,  they  become  ftiff  and  rigid,  yielding 
not  eafily  to  the  Impulfe  of  the  circulating 
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Humours,  if  permitted  to  remain  any  Time 
in  this  State. 

Hence  it  appears,  how  great  an  Happinefs 
it  is  to  have  that  Contexture  of  Frame, 
which  preferves  a  reciprocal  Concord  between 
the  Solids  and  Fluids;  but  Soldiers  are  the 
moft  liable  of  any  other  Sett  of  Men,  to  have 
this  pleafing  Harmony  interrupted,  efpeci- 
ally  in  Time  of  War,  fatiguing  Marches, 
Inclemency  of  Weather,  Irregularity  of  Di¬ 
et,  and  perhaps  an  unavoidable  and  entire 
Change  of  Life,  in  all  Refpe&s,  muft  be 
complied  with  ;  thefe  Tranfitions  are  great 
Inducements  for  Difeafes  to  make  their  Ap¬ 
proaches,  but  they  are  frequently  fubdued 
before  they  can  lay  any  confiderable  Hold  on 
the  Conflitution,  by  fending  early  for  the 
Surgeon,  a  Cuflom  conflantly  obferved  in 
the  Army,  which  gives  him  the  Advantage 
over  other  Practitioners,  correcting  the  Dif* 
pofidon  in  the  Flabit  to  receive  the  Ailment, 
and  banifhing  the  Caufe  of  the  Complaint 
before  it  can  affect  either  the  Solids  or  Flu¬ 
ids,  fo  as  to  fix  a  Diforder  upon  them. 

The  learned  Doctor  Pringle ,  by  fuperin- 
tending  the  Practice  of  military  Surgeons, 
became  well  acquainted  with  their  Abilities. 
In  his  excellent  Dreatfe  on  DifcaJes  of  the 
Army ,  he  fays,  Military  Surgeons  are  the 
befl  acquainted  with  the  Conflitution  and 
Difpolition  of  their  Patients,  as  well  as  with 
the  whole  Circumflances  of  their  Diflempers. 
I  could  give  many  Inflancesin  Proof  of  what 
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the  Dodor  obferves,  /hewing  their  great 
Succefs  in  a  Variety  of  Diforders,  but  this  is 
quite  foreign  to  my  prefent  Purpofe,  my 
Dellgn  being  to  confine  myfelf  to  a  Defcrip- 
tion  of  the  Vi irulent  Gonorrhoea ,  its  Nature 
and  Caufe,  with  the  ufual  Methods  of  Cure, 
fbewiiig  the  great  Miftakes  among  Authors, 
with  Refped  to  the  Symptoms  and  Seat  of 
this  Diford er,  both  in  Men  and  Women  j 
and  the  Errors  thole  Miftakes  muft  conle^ 
quehtiy  have  led  them  into,  with  Regard  to 
the  Method  of  Cure. 

As  the  Venereal  Difeafe  is  pretty  frequent 
ia  the  Army,  it  may  be  fqppofed,  I  have 
tome  Acquaintance*  with  it;  in  Truth  we 
have  been  very  intimate,  and  it  has  coft  me 
a  deal  of  Pains  and  Trouble  to  know  the 
Nature  of  its  Difpofition  and  Temper  fo  wrell 
as  I  do  ;  it  is  full  of  Deceit  and  Artifice;  no 
Mimick  has  more  Power  over  the  Features 
of  his  Phiz,  or  can  throw  himfelf  into  a 
greater  Variety  of  Attitudes,  than  the  Pox 
has  of  appearing  in  the  Form  of  other  Ma¬ 
ladies,  and  affuming  the  Shapes  of  different 
Ailments.;  but  as  the  Mimick  has  always 
fomething  of  the  Monkey  in  his  Con  ft  hu¬ 
ts  on  3  a  Degeneracy  from  Humanity1;  fo  the 
>  Pox  Iras  a  Virulency,  fome  certain  Signs  to 
diftinguifh  it  from  other  Diforders,  notwdth- 
(tanding  the  ftrong  Refem  blance  of  the  Sympr 

toms;  and  if  you  treat  the  Mimick  as  a  Mon- 
•  + 

key,  and  the  Pox  according  to  the  Nature 
of  its  Difpofition,  you  may  eafily  keep  them 

within 
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within  Bounds ;  hut  it  you  fuffer  them. to  get 
a  Head,  you  cannot  fo  readily  fhake  oft  thofe 
troublefomd  Companions. 

Though  I  have  not  the  Vanity  to  imagine 
that  my  Abilities,  in  Literature,  are  equal  to 
the  Talk  I  have  undertaken ;  yet  Truth  and 
Experience,  I  hope,  will  carry  rhe  through  ; 

I  have  always  preferred  Sincerity  to  Elo¬ 
quence,  and  would  be  prouder  to  be  efteemed 
the  Author  of  one  ufeful  Proof,  or  plain  De~ 
monftration,  than  of  all  the  fine-fpun  Hypo- 
thefes,  that  compofe  the  Works  of  the 
moll  polite  Writers. 

Every  one,  who  puts  his  Hand  to  Paper, 
mu  ft  expect  to  undergo  Cenfure  ;  the  World 
either  has,  or  will  take,  the  Privilege  to 
criticife,  and  he  who  is  difpleafed  with  this 
Freedom,  fhould  have  avoided  it,  by  not 
appearing  in  public  ;  I  own  there  ought  to 
be  an  Indulgence  fliewn  to  forne  Writers; 
it  fpirits  them  upi  and  their  Fancy  being  at 
Liberty,  roves  at  large,  and  returns  the  Fa¬ 
vours  they  received  in  Sallies  that  delight  and 
charm  the  Imagination,  while  too  much 
Severity  contradis  the  Genius  into  fuch  oar- 
row  Limits,  that  Timidity  and  Rigour  ap¬ 
pear  in  all  they  lay  ;  and  it  is  impoffible  that 
their  Works  can  be  either  entertaining  or 
ufeful ;  but  this  Licence  fhould  be  granted 
only  to  Authors,  whofe  Subjeds  are  Wit 
and  Humour;  thofe  who  treat  of  the  Sci¬ 
ences  are  not  to  exped  fuch  Indulgences; 
their  Difcourfes  fhould  be  founded  on  Fads, 

whole 
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whofe  Defcriptions  depend  entirely  on  Judg¬ 
ment,  abftraded  from  Whim  or  Fancy,  and 
requires  no  Afliftanee  from  Figures,  Rheto- 
rick,  nor  other  Modes  and  Ornaments  of 
fine  Writing  ;  thefe  Decorations  are  fo  apt 
to  lead  the  Mind  aftray,  that  we  find  the 
Generality  of  Authors  more  valued  for  a  Flo- 
ridnefs  of  Stile  than  for  any  ufeful  Inftrudi- 
ons,  or  beneficial  Improvements  their  Wri¬ 
tings  contain  $  therefore  a  pompous  Manner 
of  Writing,  and  a  great  Shew  of  Learning, 
fhould  be  by  no  Meaqs  allowed  of  in  phyfi- 
cal  Differtations ;  they"  divert  the  Thoughts 
from  the  Objedt  in  Vie\%  and  the  Imagina¬ 
tion  dazzled  by  the  Brighthefs  of  Expreffion, 
is  entirely  employed  on  the  Beauty  of  Words, 
while  the  Things  they  reprel'ent  are  but 
faintly  perceived,  or  make  (uch  flight  Im- 
preflions  on  the  Memory,  that  they  are  foon 
obliterated,  or  at  beft,  but  help  the  Judg¬ 
ment  with  confufed  Notions,  which  prove 
to  be  of  no  great  Advantage  to  the  Under- 
ftanding. 

By  what  I  have  faid,  it  appears,  I  am  no 
Stranger  to  the  Cuftom  of  the  World,  in 
Regard  to  Criticiim  and  Cenfure ;  I  mu  ft 
expert  to  go  through  thofe  Tryals,  and  if 
my  Opinions  are  condem’d  with  Reafon,  I 
have  the  Satisfadion  to  think  it  will  be  of 
great  Advantage  to  me;  for  the  Succefs  I 
have  met  with  in  the  Venereal  Diforder,  de¬ 
pended  folely  on  the  Sentiments  I  have  of 
the  Nature  of  its  Malignity  arid  Power  of 
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aCling,  in  the  different  Forms  it  appears  in  % 
but  if  a  betterWay  of  Thinking  is  dilcovered, 
that  will  more  effectually  explain  the  Nature 
of  the  pocky  Virus,  and  its  Manner  of  ope¬ 
rating,  I  will  foon  find  out  a  more  profperous 
Method  of  Cure  3  for  the  more  the  Caufe, 
the  Nature,  and  the  Symptoms  of  any  Dif~ 
order  is  known,  the  Indication  will  the  more 
materially  be  pointed  out. 

This  indigefted  Medley,  to  which  I  have 
given  the  Name  of  Preface,  is  defigned  as 
an  Apology  for  the  Undertaking ;  it  feems 
by  this,  that  I  am,  or  have  had  fufiicient 
Opportunities  to  be  acquainted  with  my 
SubjeCt ;  and  the  Sketch  I  have  given  of 
the  Solids  and  Fluids,  and  of  their  ACtion 
and  Re-aCtion,  thews,  notwithftanding  what 
fome  People  may  think  to  the  contrary, 
that  the  Practice  of  the  Military  Surgeon  is 
founded  on  fome  Principle,  and  that  he  is 
not  entirely  guided  by  Guefs-work  and  Con¬ 
jecture  $  and  from  a  juft  Confideration  of 
this  mutual  Intercourfe  between  the  Solids 
and  Fluids,  I  believe,  it  will  plainly  appear, 
that  an  advantagious  ConduCt  of  the  oneP 
v/ill  always  remove  the  DefeCts  of  the  other, 
that  is,  an  Indifpofition  of  the  Solids  will 
be  got  the  better  of,  by  a  proper  Regulation 
of  the  Fluids ;  and  an  Intemperature  of  the 
Fluids  will  be  remedied  by  a  right  Manage¬ 
ment  of  the  Solids ;  this  is  as  certain  as  any 
Thing  belonging  to  the  human  Fabric  can 
be,  and  would,  if  clofely  applied  to,  be  at¬ 
tended 
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tended  with  Advantages  as  infallible,  as  that 
the  Expences  and  Waftes  from  carrying  on 
the  Adions  of  Life,  are  reftored  to  the  Body 
by  Nourifhment  and  Reft,  the  Changes  hap¬ 
pening  to  the  Fluids  by  Bathing,  Fridion, 
and  other  various  topical  Applications,  appa¬ 
rently  fhew  the  Influence  which  the  Solids 
have  on  thejuices;  and  Diet  Medicine,  feveral 
Kinds  of  Poifons,  with  a  Depravation  of  the 
Humours,  difcover  by  their  Effeds  the  Power 
which  the  Fluids  have  over  the  Solids. 

He  who  has  obferved  the  Benefit,  attend¬ 
ing  that  fuccefsful  Method  of  the  Antients, 
which  they  called  Cyclus  Metajynoriticus ,  or 
Refumptivus ,  knows  how  much  the  Solids  are 
invigorated  by  lefiening  the  Impulfe  of  the 
Fluids  j  and  Boerhaave  tells  us,  that  by  hu- 
meding  the  Liquids  with  thin,  furinacious 
Decodions,  he  can  reduce  the  greateft  Ri¬ 
gidity  or  Contradion  of  the  Solids,  to  a 
State  of  the  greateft  Relaxation  andSlacknefs. 

Ergo  omnes  Gradus  Laedatis,  qui  inter 
fummam  Rigiditatem ,  et  maximam  Debilita¬ 
tem ',  intercurrunt ,  ejpcere  pojjhm ,  hoc  tino 
Decodlo .  De  Morb.  Fibr.  rigid,  et  elaft. 

Were  thofe  Methods  more  diligently  ob¬ 
ferved,  in  the  Cure  of  all  Difeafes,  particu¬ 
larly  the  Pox,  the  Succefs,  I  am  perfwaded, 
would  be  greater  :  l  have  remarked,  that 
Mercury,  when  it  raifes  a  Salivation,  is 
more  fpeedy  in  its  Relief  than  when  ufed  in 
Fridion,  or  as  an  Alternative  ;  and  the  Rea- 
foti,  I  believe,  is  chiefly  owing  to  the  Ab- 
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ftinenee,  which  accompanies  that  Procefs; 
for  I  have  often  taken  Notice,  that  after  a 
Salivation,  tho’  all  the  Symptoms  were  re¬ 
mitted  $  yet  they  frequently  returned  upon 
the  Ufe  of  a  full  Diet,  to  the  great  Surprize 
of  the  Patient,  and  Surgeon  ;  and  from 
what  I  have  obferved  of  Mercury,  in  all  the 
Ways  it  is  made  Ufe  of,  I  fhrewdly  fufpedf, 
it  cannot  be  totally  relied  on  in  the  Cure  of  a 
confirm’d  Pox  5  it  muff  have  other  Afliftants* 
its  Virtues,  for  the  moft  Part,  confifts  in 
diffolving  the  Blood,  and  difengaging  the 
Venereal  Poifon,  but  other  Helps  muff  be 
ufed  to  expel  it  out  of  the  Conflitution. 
Boerhaave ,  the  ftrideft  Obferver  of  Nature, 
who  never  let  any  Thing  elcape  his  Exami¬ 
nation  that  could  be  of  Advantage  to  the 
Science  of  Phyfic,  has  enquired  with  great 
Circurnfpedion  into  all  the  Virtues  and  Qua¬ 
lities  of  this  Medicine  ;  and  although  it  is  a 
great  Favourite,  he  neverthelefs  is  far  from 
regarding  it  as  a  Specific  in  this  Difeafe, 
efpecially,  if  the  Taint  has  reached  the  Peri- 
ofleum  or  Bones,  Vis  enim  Mercurii  eoujque 
non  pertingit .  De  Lue  Vener. 

Hoc  Malum  quantum  [altem  videre  potui , 
Salivatione  Mercuriali  non  cedit ,  De  Mor¬ 
bis  Offium. 

But  let  the  Benefit  of  Mercury  be  what  it 
will  in  the  Pox,  I  am  fure  it  is  of  very  little 
Service  in  the  Cure  of  a  Clap  ;  all  the  Symp¬ 
toms  of  which  depend  on  Inflammation, 
and  are  therefore  more  likely  to  be  irritated 
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than  aflwaged  by  it  $  befides,  I  fhall  make  it 
obvious,  that  if  given  inwardly,  it  caufes  a 
Revulfion  of  the  Venereal  Matter  into  the 
Blood  from  the  Part  affedted ;  or  if  outwardly 
ufed,  as  ordered  by  the  celebrated  Aflruc ,  it 
adts  as  a  ftrong  Repellent,  driving  the  Virus 
into  the  Habit,  fo  that  in  both  Cafes,  it  is 
more  likely  to  convert  a  Clap  into  a  Pox, 
than  to  cure  it ;  it  is  not  the  firft  Time  I 
have  feen  great  Quantities  of  Mercury  given, 
with  an  Intent  to  abate  a  Chordee,  and 
check  the  Scalding  of  Urine,  and  if  ever  it  an- 
iwered  thofe  Ends,  it  mu  ft  be  by  licking  up 
the  Running,  and  deriving  it  into  the  Fluids. 

Whoever  has  beheld  the  Difafters  of  a 
pocky  Scene,  in  the  declining  Stage  of  Life, 
the  Diftrefs  and  Anxiety  of  Mind,  the  into¬ 
lerable  Pain  of  Body,  an  emaciated  and  fright¬ 
ful  Conftitution,  a  Countenance  expreffing 
nothing  but  Sorrow  and  Mifery,  Lownefs  of 
Spirits,  Want  of  Appetite  and  Reft,  and  a 
univerfal  Failing  of  Strength,  mull  needs  be 
moved  with  Compaflion  at  the  Sight  of  fuch 
Wretchednefs ;  but  all  thofe  Calamities  have 
been  caufed  by  the  Abufe  of  Mercury,  and 
innumerable  Examples  of  other  Mifchiefs* 
who  would  not  guard  then  againft  thofe  evil 
Confequences,  and  ufe  fuch  a  profitable,  de- 
ftrudiive  Remedy  with  Caution  ?  Let  us  con- 
fider  that  Mercury  is  about  fourteen  Times 
heavier  than  the  Blood  ;  if  therefore,  in  the 
Circulation,  it  fhould  move  with  the  fame 
Velocity,  the  Impulfe  will  be  on  the  Sides 
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of  the  Veffels,  in  Proportion  to  its  Celerity 
and  Gravity,  that  is,  vaftly  greater  than  the 
Power  of  Refiftance  in  the  Veffels;  the 
Confequence  therefore  of  making  too  familiar 
with  Mercury  will  be,  that  either  the  Vef¬ 
fels  muft  give  Way  or  be  ruptured  ;  but  as 
all  the  Blood  Veffels  do  admit  of  great  Dif- 
tention,  the  impelling  Force  of  the  Mercury 
may  ftretch  them  out  fo  far,  as  to  deftroy 
their  Tone,  and  deprive  them  of  the  Power 
of  Reftitution,  and  thus  thofe  Veffels  become 
inadive  Receptacles  of  ftagnant  Fluids  ;  but 
this  Damage  done  to  the  Veffels  by  Mercury, 
will  always  fall  on  the  weakeft  Parts,  or 
thofe  of  the  fineft  Texture  ;  hence  appears 
the  Caufe  of  thofe  Difeafes  of  the  Brain, 
Lungs,  Liver,  and  other  Vifcera,  after  an 
extravagant  Ufe  of  Mercury ;  and  yet  I  muft 
own,  1  think  it  a  mod  noble  Medicine,  and 
like  it  wonderfully  for  its  Truth  and  Plain¬ 
dealing  i  it  fcorns  to  be  difguifed,  and  never 
wears  two  Faces  under  an  Hood  ;  mix  it  in 
a  Powder,  form  it  in  a  Pill,  digeft  it  in  a 
Tindure,  and  decod:  it  in  Diet-Drink,  it 
will  never  be  denied  to  its  Acquaintance ;  if 
within,  you  re  fure  always  of  finding  it  at 
Home* 

It  may  be  faid,  that  I  treat  Mercury  in 
the  Manner,  that  fome  great  Men,  in  their 
Elogiums,  have  ufed  their  beft  Friends,  that 
is,  it  is  hardly  to  tell  whether  what  I  fay/ is  a 
Panegyric  or  a  Satyr >  but  to  remove  this 
Difficulty,  I  will  explain  myfelf  at  far  as  Ex¬ 
perience 
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perience  can  enable  me,  and  put  it  in  luch  i 
Light,  that  all  its  good  and  bad  Qualities 
may  be  feen  at  one  View.  Mercury  has  an 
undoubted  Claim  to  the  firft  Clafs  among 
Medicines  in  the  Materia  Medica •  no  Re¬ 
medy  is  propofed  to  anfwer  fo  many  Ends ; 
and  generally  fpeaking,  it  exceeds  molt  in 
its  good  Effects  5  but  it  is  a  Misfortune  pecu¬ 
liar  to  the  Practitioners  of  Phyfic,  that  the 
more  powerful  thofe  Helps  are,  which  they 
make  ufe  of,  the  more  dangerous,  happy, 
could  it  be  laid,  if  they  do  no  Good  they 
will  do  no  Harm  ;  but  this  is  not  the  Cafe; 
for  the  lead:  Error  in  Practice,  where  .  thofe 
are  employ’d,  is  attended  with  fatal  Cc n fe- 
nu  e  rices,  and  of  this  we  have  daily  Inftances 
in  the  Adminiftration  of  Mercury,  the  Bark, 
Opium,  &c.  therefore  the  Prefcription  of 
thofe  Remedies  will  require  the  greateft 
Caution  and  Conduct,  a  Confideration  that 
will  always  diftinguifh  thejudicious  from  the 
Ignorant,  and  prevent  any  rafli  Proceedings 
in  the  Direction  of  fuch  hazardous  Afliftants* 
I  by  no  Means  approve  of  the  Ufe  of  Mer¬ 
cury,  in  ortler  to  falivate,  whether  inwardly 
by  UnCtion,  or  Fumigation,  and  for  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Reafons.  The  Quantity  of  that  Mi¬ 
neral  that  enters  the  Blood  is  too  great,  and 
too  hidden  for  the  Space  of  Time  to  agree 
with  the  natural  Combinations  of  that  Fluid 
and  the  other  Juices  of  the  Body  ;  its  Force 
breaks  and  divides  them  with  fuch  Rapidity 
and  Speed,  that  efpecially  in  weak  ConftU 
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tutions,  there  may  be  Danger  of  their  never 
being  able  to  recover  their  Union  again.  T  us 
bafty  Alteration  in  the  Fluids,  puts  (hem 
into  fuch  Confufion  and  Diforder,  that  they 
lay  a  greater  Strefs  on  the  Solids,  whole  l.m- 
preffions  on  them  mud  be  likewife  encrea- 
fed  ;  and  now  the  whole  Conftitution,  thus 
embarrafs’d  by  the  Mercury,  is  in  a  State  of 
Fever;  all  the  Secretions  are  follici  ted  by  the 
enrag’d  Fluids,  for  an  Outlet  to  abate  their 
Tumult ;  but  as  the  falival  Duels  ufualiy 
make  the  lead  Refiftance  to  their  Power, 
they  force  a  Paflage  through  them,  which 
alleviates  in  fome  Degree,  the  Commotion  ; 
but  it  happens,  and  not  very  rarely,  that 
the  falival  Dudts  don’t  give  Way  to  this  Af- 
fault,  in  which  Cafe  the  Confequences  are 
always  dangerous,  and  the  next  Effort  will 
be  upon  the  Bowels;  fhould  they  refill,  the 
Shock  will  be  on  the  weakeft  Vifcera;  but 
if  the  Conftitution  is  robuft  enough  to  have 
all  its  Parts  fo  proportionably  ftrong,  as  to 
withftand  the  Blow,  a  Fever  maft  enfue, 
which  is  ever  of  a  bad  Kind  ;  and  in  thofe 
Circumftances,  I  have  known  feverai  People 
deprived  of  their  Senfes,  and  continue  mad 
all  their  Lives  after ;  but  granting  a  Saliva¬ 
tion  fhould  come  kindly  on,  it  reduces  the 
Habit  fo  low,  that  it  requires  a  good  deal  of 
Management  to  recover  the  former  Strength 
more  than  I  apprehend  is  obferved  ;  for  in  a 
few  Weeks  you  fee  a  thin,  meagre  Per  (on 
look  plump  and  jolly;  a  Change  too  hidden 
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to  be  wholfome.  After  all,  this  Sort  of  Cure 
is  patched  up  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that  it  often 
breaks  out  again.  Salivation  alone  not  being 
fufficient  to  carry  off  all  the  .Venereal  Con¬ 
tagion. 

Mercurial  Fridions,  fo  managed,  that  no 
Ptyalifm  can  be  feared,  are  infinitely  to  be  pre¬ 
ferred  to  Salivation  ;  the  Mercury  mixes 
more  leifurely  and  intimately  with  the  Blood, 
and  in  this  Manner,  is  fubjed  to  fuch  a  Re¬ 
gulation,  that  you  fafely  make  it  ad  as  a 
Purge,  Sweat,  Diuretic,  or  Alterative,  any 
one  of  them  as  beneficial  as  a  Spitting,  yet 
they  all  will  require  other  Means  to  fubdue 
the  Diforder;  and  in  a  few  Words,  except 
this  Way  of  ufing  Mercury,  and  in  feme 
Cafes  giving  it  crude,  the  iEtHiops,  and 
Calomel  are  the  Only  Preparations  that  can  be 
taken  without  Danger. 

I  have  often  feen  the  Operation  of  Tur- 
bith  Mineral,  Pracip .  Find,  and  have  known 
the  red  Precipitate  to  be  taken,  and  more 
than  once  have  been  a  Spedator  of  the  hor¬ 
rid  Performance  of  corrofive  Mercury ;  they 
may  all  have  their  particular  Advantages,  in 
anfwering  the  Defigns  of  the  Prefcriber  f  but 
they  require  a  great  Deal  of  Judgment  and 
Nicety,  to  keep  them  from  committing  irre¬ 
parable  Mifchiefs  $  muff  it  not  then  be  the 
greateft  Satisfadion  to  the  Patient,  and  Con¬ 
tent  to  the  Praditioner,  to  be  certain  that  all 
their  good  Effeds  can  be  brought  about  with¬ 
out 
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out  running  any  Hazard  or  Danger  by  Me¬ 
dicines  of  fuperior  Virtue  and  Benefit  ? 

I  would  not  have  it  imagin’d,  from  what 
I  have  faid,  that  Mercury ^fliould  be  exclu¬ 
ded  from  the  Cure  of  the  Pox  ;  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  I  know  it  to  be  a  very  beneficial  Re¬ 
medy,  not  only  in  that  Diforder,  but  in  many 
others  ;  my  Intent  is,  to  have  it  ordered  in 
fuch  Preparations,  that  it  may  be  taken  with 
Safety,  and  proportion’d  to  the  Strength  of 
the  Conftitution  ;  for  otherwife  the  Remedy 
will  be  found  to  be  worfe  than  the  Difeafe. 

I  fhall  undoubtedly  appear  a  very  odd  and 
irregular  Fellow,  to  the  Majority  of  the 
World,  for  difapproving  of  a  Practice  fo 
well  eftablifhed  as  Salivation,  and  condemn- 
ing  the  Ufe  of  Preparations,  that  have  been 
regarded  as  Sheet-Anchors  in  the  greateft: 
Diftrefs;  but  what  will  be  thought  of  me 
when  my  Sentiments  come  to  be  difcovered 
in  the  following  Difcourfe;  when  I  affert, 
that  the  Running  in  a  Clap  does  not  proceed 
from  an  Ulcer;  that  the  Seat  of  the  Diforder 
in  Men,  is  in  the  Fore-part  of  the  Urethra, 
and  that  the  Veflcula  Seminales ,  Proflata , 
Glandula  mucofa  fiowperi  ^Morgagni  pTerranei^ 
Glandula  Littrii,  and  their  Dudts,  allfituated 
near  the  Bulb  of  the  Urethra,  under  the 
Ac  celer  at  ores  Urina ,  are  never  affedted,  but 
thro*  Neglect  or  Mifmanagement;  it  will 
appear  ftrange  to  deny,  that  the  Vagina  is 
difordered  in  a  Gonorrhoea,  and  to  confine 
that  Difeafe  in  the  fair  Sex,  to  the  DuBuli 
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Urethra ,  Lacuna ,  and  the  little  excretory 
Pipes,  of  all  the  Parts  circa  Urethram ,  et 
Orificium  Vagina ,  and  I  fhall  be  deemed  to 
be  very  lingular,  for  oppofing  the  Opinions 
of  thofe  who  fay,  that  the  Matrix  is  the 
Fountain  that  fupplies  the  Menftrua  and 
Fluor-albus :  How  furprifing  will  it  feem, 
to  find  Fault  with  Purging,  Injedions,  and 
in  moil  Cafes,  the  Ufe  of  JBalfamics,  in  the 
Cure  of  a  Clap,  how  repugnant  to  all  Au¬ 
thors  who  have  wrote  on  that  Difeafe,  and 
confequently  how  liable  to  the  Cenfure  of 
mod  Praditioners !  Thefe  Confiderations  are 
fo  ftrong  againft  any  Perfon  that  would  at¬ 
tempt  to  fubvert  fuch  eftablifh’d  Dodrines, 
and  Opinions  fo  univerfally  allowed  of,  that 
I  am  fen  fi  hie,  he  will  be  efteemed  rafh  and 
fool-hardy,  by  the  Generality  ;  but  if  thofe 
Conj edures,  in  Relation  to  the  received  Me¬ 
thods  of  Cure,  can  be  obviated  by  incontef- 
table  Proof,  thofe  Opinions  overturned  by 
the  Authors  themfelves  who  afferted  them, 
the  judicious  will  determine  in  Favour  of  the 
Undertaking ;  and  their  Countenance,  with 
the  Truths  contained  in  the  following  Sheets, 
will,  1  hope,  be  diffident  to  fcreen  me  from 
the  Prejudice  of  all  captious  Cavillers. 
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Page  6,  Line  14,  for  fo  great,  read  to  great.  Page 
44,  Line  19,  for  Papas,  read  Pafias.  Page  61,  Line 
19,  for  demonftrative,  read  defir u&ive. 
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A 

TREATISE 

O  N  T  H  E 

Virulent  GONORRHOEA, 

CHAP.  I. 

Of  the  Errors  to  be  met  with  in  Authors ,  who 
have  treated  of  the  Venereal  Diforder. 

H  E  Variety  of  Opinions  to  be 
found  in  Authors  who  have 
treated  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe, 
apparently  fhews,  that  they 
made  Ufe  of  no  certain  Means 
to  diredt  them  to  an  inconteftable 
Difcovery  of  its  Origin,  ,  nor  chofe  the  Lights 
proper  to  guide  them  through  the  Obfcurities  of 
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their  Subjed,  and  msflke  the  Nature  and  Caufe 
of  that  Malady  known  \  the  beft  Expedient  to 
point  out  a  rational  Method  of  cure,  the  yield¬ 
ing  up  our  Reafon  implicitly  to  the  Authority  of 
others,  muft  needs  be  the  Gaufe  of  many  Mis¬ 
takes  and  Errors ;  for  if  we  don’t  give  ourfelves 
the  Trouble  to  examine  into  the  Nature  of 
Things,  and  inform  cur  Underflandings,  with 
all  the  Properties  we  can  relating  to  them,,  we 
muft  have  but  confus’d  Notions  of  their  Quali¬ 
ties,  and  be  under  the  Neceffity  of  taking  moft 
Matters  for  granted,  depending  entirely  cn  the 
Credit  of  other  Men’s  j  udgments  j  and  this  I 
take  to  be  the  Caufe  of  the  many  Faults,  Doubts, 
and  Opinions,  to  be  met  with  in  the  Writings  on 
this  Dileafe ;  few,  or  none,  giving  themfelves 
any  further  Trouble  in  this  Bufinefs,  than  by 
fupporting  their  Conjedures  with  Quotations 
from  Authors,  whofe  Works  are  nothing  but 
Extrads  from  other  Authors,  and  fo  on  :  Thus 
you  may  trace  the  Succeftion  to  the  firft  Off- 
fpring,  and  find  the  Fountain-head  as  confus’d 
and  muddy,  in  this  Refped,  as  all  the  Streams 
flowing  from  it ;  for  I  do  not  remember  to 
have  feen,  in  any  phyfical  Writer,  an  exad  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  firft  Appearance  of  the  Pox,  or  a 
fatisfadory  Relation  of  its  Nature  and  Caufe, 
fbme  looking  on  it  as  an  antient,  others  deeming 
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tt  a  modern,  Diftemper  *  fome  a  Diforder  arifing 
from  an  Impurity  of  the  Air  ;  others  a  Difeafe 
from  Copulation  ;  the  Man,  the  Woman,  of 
both,  in  unhealthy  Circumftances  ;  but  the  moil 
prevailing  Opinion  is,  that  it  is  a  Native  of  the 
$Veft-Indiesy  and  imported  from  thence  by  the 
Spaniards ,  by  whom  it  was  communicated  to 
the  French ,  and  Neapolitansy  at  the  Time  that 
Charles  VIII.  befieged  Naples . 

In  a  Difcourfe  I  defign  to  publiffi  on  this  Dif- 
brder,  I  hope  I  fhali  be  able  to  prove  the  con¬ 
trary  of  this  Opinion,  and  eftablifh  many  Parti¬ 
culars  belonging  to  it  on  Fadls,  that  now  depend 
on  Surmife,  or  plaufible  Conjedlures ;  the  doing 
of  this  will  remove  a  great  many  Doubts  and 
Difficulties  to  be  met  with  in  Authors,  and  fix 
the  Period  of  its  firft  Appearance  ^  fhew  what 
was  the  original  Caufe  of  this  Malady,  and  help 
us  to  comprehend  rightly  the  Nature  of  its  Ma¬ 
lignity,  Particulars  ffill  undetermin’d  by  the  belt 
Authors ;  the  Reafon  of  thofe  Mifunderftand- 
Ings,  and  various  Opinions,  which  fo  remarkably 
occur  in  their  Accounts  of  this  Difeafe  *  for  the 
lefs  the  Knowledge  of  the  Nature,  and  the  Caufe 
of  a  Diftemper  is,  the  more  inconceivable  will  be 
the  Method  of  Cure.  What  I  have  related  in 
Refpedt  to  the  Miftakes,  and  Errors,  to  be  met 
with  in  Authors  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  at  pre^ 
fent  I  muft  only  affert  in  general  Terms,  confin¬ 
ing  myfelf  here  to  a  Defcription  of  the  Conor- 
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rhoea,  and  the  Accidents  depending  on  it  *.■ 
but  in  my  Difcourfe  on  the  Lues,  I  fhali  be  very 
particular,  extracting  the  Paffages  from  thofe 
Writings  where  the  Faults  lie,  and  comparing 
them  with  the  oppofite  Sentiments  of  other  Au¬ 
thors  :  This  way  of  Examination  is  frequently 
attended  with  fuch  Advantages,  that  often  very 
Valuable  Difeoveriesare  made,  of  which  there 
would  not  be  the  lead  glimmering,  unlels  fug- 
gefted  by  Scrutinies  of  this  Kind.  Thofe  who 
have  treated  of  the  Venereal  Gonorrhoea,  no 
more  agree  in  their  Notions  of  the  Nature,  Caufe, 
Symptoms,  and  Seat  of  that  Diforder,  than 
thole  who  have  made  the  Pox  their  Subject.  In 
Regard  to  the  running,  it  is  commonly  thought 
to  flow  from  an  Ulcer,  but  DoCtor  Gcckburny 
and  his  Followers,  will  have  it  to  be  an  oufing 
from  certain  Channels,  terminating  in  the  Ure¬ 
thra,  to  which  he  gives  the' Name  of  Lacuna :  It 
is  likewife  imagin'd,  that  the  Veficulae  Semina¬ 
les,  Prodate  Gland,  Glandulae  Cowperianae, 
&c-i  are  the  Seats  of  the  Diforder,  fome  few 
thinking  it  to  be  lower  down  in  the  Urethra,  to« 
wards  the  Gians  Penis ;  but  the  Parts  dilbrder’d 
in  the  Fair  Sex,  have  been  fo  much  mi  (taken, 
that  the  mod  judicious  are  fometimes  at  a  Lofs  to 
didinguiih  between  this  Difeafe  and  the  Fluor 
Albus:  A  Difcernment  fo  neceffary,  that  no 
Pains  fhould  be  fpared  to  fet  the  Underdanding 
right  in  this  particular,  and  no  Means  negleCted 
<  to 

w  •  i 
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to  remove  the  Obftacles  out  of  the  Way  that 
caufe  the  Difficulty.  The  different  Methods  of 
Cure  are  not  lefs  numerous,  than  the  various 
Opinions  Practitioners  have  of  the  Nature,  and 
Quality  of  the  Poifon  ;  few  that  have  not  a  fa¬ 
vourite  Remedy,  fome  fingular  way  of  their 
own,  agreeing  with  their  Notions  of  the  Conta¬ 
gion  ;  fome  thinking  it  a  Virus  of  an  acid,  acri¬ 
monious  Kind ;  others,  a  volatile  lixivious  Cau- 
ftic;  forne  a  Poifon  Sui-Generis,  as  the  phagede¬ 
nic  Ichor  of  a  Cancer,  the  Scrophula  or  Scurvy ; 
others  a  verminous  putrid  Taint,  abounding 
with  Myriads  of  voracious  Animalculae,  conti¬ 
nually  knawing  and  devouring,  yet  are  never 
fatiated. 

Thefe  unfettled  Conjectures,  about  the  vene¬ 
real  Poifon,  give  Rife  to  the  various  Indications 
of  Cure  laid  down  for  that  Diforder  ;  the  Alka¬ 
line  Virus  muff  be  deffroy’d  by  an  acid,  the  Poi- 
fon  Sui  Generis  is  to  be  overcome  by  Specifics  to 
that  Purpofe,  and  the  verminous  Putrefaction, 
by  Worm-killing  Secrets. 

All  thefe  feveral  Opinions,  with  many  more 
relating  to  this  Subject,  are  owing  to  the  parti¬ 
cular  Fancies  of  fome  great  Men,  for  it  is  in 
Phyfick  too  often,  as  well  as  in  other  Sciences, 
that  the  Singularities  of  extraordinary  Geniufes 

B  3  are 
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are  receiv’d  For  GofpeJ,  ^nd  it  would  be  only 
calling  our  own  Judgment  in  Queftion  to  difpute 
their  Validity,  in  Affairs  that  are  either  above 
our  Underftandings,  or  of  which  we  have  little 
or  no  Knowledge ;  we,  for  the  moft  Part,  ac- 
quiefce  to  this  Dodlrine,  as  it  prevents  a  Difco- 
very  of  our  Ignorance  *,  and  it  is  for  this  Reafon, 
that  no  Whim  can  be  fo  ridiculous,  no  Notion 
fo  fantaftick,  as  not  to  have  Crowds  of  Profe- 
lytes,  when  countenanc’d  by  the  Authority  of  a 
great  Name.  * 

Complaifance  in  the  Commerce  of  Life,  is 
very  commendable,  and  extremely  neceffary ; 
but  it  is  fo  great  a  Compliment  to  any  Man’s 
Judgment,  to  affent  to  his  Opinions,  without 
being  fatisfied  whether  they  are  founded  on 
Truth  and  Reafon,  in  a  more  efpecial  manner, 
with  Refpedl  to  Matters  that  concern  the  Health 
and  Welfare  of  Mankind  ^  and  this  Confidera- 
tion,  with  the  Difappointments  I  met  with  in 
Pradtice,  purfuing  the  Jnftrudtions  of  Authors 
on  this  Difeafe,  made  me  inquire  more  carefully 
into  all  the  Circumftances  relating  to  it ;  and  the 
Ends  propofed  to  be  effedted  by  the  feveral  Me¬ 
thods  of  Cure;  As  I  did  not  want  Opportuni¬ 
ties  to  make  Obfervations,  it  was  not  long  before 
I  difcover’d  many  Errors  in  the  proceedings  re¬ 
commended  by  the  moft  diftinguifh’d  Writers : 
Experience  furnifh’d  me  abundantly  with  Rea- 
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Tons  to  rejedt  their  Advice,  and,  by  Degrees, 
pointed  out  a  Method  of  Cure,  as  effectual  in 
the  Clap,  as  the  Bark  in  an  intermitting  Fever, 
or  Ague ;  and  yet  there  is  not  the  lead  Particle 
of  Mercury  in  the  Compofition  ;  nothing  that 
requires  JConhnement,  or  any  particular  Manage¬ 
ment,  fo  as  to  give  the  lead  Sufpicion  to  the 
mod  intimate  Acquaintance^  operating  entirely 
by  moderately  increafing  the  perfpirable  Did 
charge,  and  gently  promoting  the  Evacuation 
of  Urine,  preferable  to  all  Remedies  in  this  Cafe ; 
as  no  Diforder  can  have  a  Contra-indication, 
prohibiting  its  Ufe,  may  fafely,  and  ^dvantage- 
oufly,  be  taken  by  Women  in  their  Pregnancy  ; 
and  I  can  boldly  affirm,  will  be  found  fecond  to 
no  Medicine  in  the  Fluor  Albus,  or  feminine 
Weaknefs. 


CHAP.  II. 

Of  the  GONORRHCEA, 

Shewing  it  to  be  a  critical  Difcharge ,  and; 
defign'd  by  Nature ,  to  carry  off  the  Vene¬ 
real  Poifon . 

Oerhaave  fays,  the  Pox,  fince  the 
B  ^  Year  1463,  which  he  mufl;  have 
llOf  miftaken  for  93,  made  its  Appear¬ 
ance  in  the  Kingdom  of  Naples s  im¬ 
mediately  after  in  the  French  Camp,  and  then 
fpread  thro5  all  Europe ,  where  it  ftill  continues. 

Sydenham  tells  ns,  in  the  Year  1493,  the  Lues 
Venerea  arriv’d  firft  from  the  IVeJi- Indies  to  Eu¬ 
rope  ■>  and  before  that  Time,  the  Name  of  it  was 
not  even  known  to  our  World.  A  little  after 

\  .  ?  ,  v 

he  fays,  this  infe&iotis  Plague  fpreading  by  de¬ 
grees,  lb  defiled  thofe  Parts  of  the  World,  that 
if  it  rag’d  with  the  fame  Fury  ftill  that  it  invaded 
with,  it  would,  in  fome  Ages,  put  an  End  to 
Mankind.  It  does  not  delight  much  in  our 
j Europe,  but  languishes  daily,  and  fades  into 
milder  Appearances ;  but  about  a  hundred  Years 
ago  it  fhewed  itfelf  in  the  form  of  a  \irulen? 

Gonorrhoea,  which  is  ftill  th^Cafe,  opening  a  Paf- 
’  -  fage 
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fage  for  itfelf  thro’  the  Urethra,  whofe  Poifonj, 
when  not  difeharg’d  by  a  Gonorrhoea,  enters  into 
the  Blood,  and  infects  the  whole  Mafs. 

Europoeo  nofiro  non  perinde  l&tatu.r*  fed  lan¬ 
guet  in  dies ,  et  mitioribus  Phcenomenis  fatifeit ,  at 
vero  centum  retro  Amis  Gonorrhea  virulent a  Spe¬ 
cie  fe  primum  oftendebat ,  oftenditque  adhuc ,  hcec  fiH 
Porta  exitum  qu<erensy*  cujus  Vims ,  cum  per 
Gonorrhoeam ,  non  ejiciatur  j 'anguinis  Majfam  citius 
pervadit  inficitque .  Sydenh.  Epiftol.  Refp.  2da. 

Morbus  revera  alius  quam  dum  primo  in  Euro¬ 
pam  veniret ,  fervat,  tamen  eundem  Genium  liWt 
paululum  mite  feat ,  nec  tam  Jievus  fit%  Boerh. 
Annot.  de  Lue  Vener. 

From  the  above  Quotations  .1  fhali  obferve* 
that  the  Mildnefs  of  the  Pox  was  wholly  owing 
to  theGonorrhoea  carrying  off  the  Taint,  and  that 
the  Methods  of  Cure,  ufed  before  the  Clap  ap¬ 
peared,  were  of  little  or  no  Benefit.  Sydenham, 
wrote  his  Letter  on  the  Pox,  about  the  Year 

■v  -  -  V  ' 

1680  j  an  Hundred  Years  before  that  the  Gonor¬ 
rhoea  firft  fhew’d  itfelf,  fo  that  from  the  Time 

1.  7 

of  its  firft  Appearance,  to  the  Time  the  Pox  dif- 
covered  itfelf,  was  not  above  127  YYars,  and  yet, 
in  that  Space,  it  fwept  away  fuch  Multitudes, 
that  intra  fecula  aliquot  affirm  efeet  de  genere  Hu¬ 
mano.  Epift.  Refponf*  But  Nature  always,  in- 

duftrious 

A  V 
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duftrious  to  difcharge,  whatever  is  hurtful  to  the 
Habit  of  Body,  produces  the  Gonorrhoea  as  an 
Outlet  to  carry  off  the  venereal  Poifon,  which 
fo  well  anfwer’d  her  Intentions,  that  it  check’d 
its  deftru&ive  Career,  and  obliged  it  to  put  on  a 
milder  Countenance;  this  is  the  Caufe  that 
makes  it  languifh  and  pine  away,  and  not  any 
Diflike  it  has  to  our  Europe ,  as  Sydenham  obferves ; 
fince  I  ihall  be  able  indifpjitably  to  prove,  that 
this  Diforder  is  an  European  by  Birth,  and  that 
it  was  not  imported  to  us  by  the  Spaniards . 

Therefore  I  define  a  Virulent  Gonorrhoea,  or 
Clap,  to  be  a  critical  Difcharge  of  the  venereal 
Poifon,  defign’d,  by  Nature,  to  drain  off  the 
pocky  Taint,  and  thereby  free  the  infected  Per- 
fon  from  the  evil  Confequences  of  the  contagious 
.Venom. 

This  Definition  agrees  with  the  Sentiments  of 
the  belt  Authors,  not  only  with  regard  to  the 
Clap  as  a  Difeafe,  but  with  refpe£t  to  the  Run¬ 
ning,  confidered  as  a  critical  Difcharge,  for  Dif~ 
eafes  are  thofe  Forces  and  Helps  which  Nature 
raifes  in  our  Conftitutions,  to  expel  and  drive  out 
of  our  Bodies,  whatever  fhould  be  oftenfive  and 
troublefome. 

Morbum  nihil  ejje  aliud ,  quam  Natura  Conamen 
Materie  morbific a  exterminationem  in  Mgri  fa - 

lutem 
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lutem  omni  Ope  molientis .  Sydenh.  de  Morb. 
a*cut.  in  pener. 

Natura  autem  dicitur  Hippocrato  totius  Corpo¬ 
ris  Adaptatio  ilia ,  in  Solidis  et  Fluidis ,  unde  esc-* 
oritur  facilis  omnium  Functionum  exercitatio ,  et 
guandocunque  haeret  aliquid  in  Corpore ,  quod  hoc 
impedit ,  fiunt  novi  quidam  Motus ,  ut  illud  illimi- 
netur .  Boerh.  de  Febr.  in  Genere.  By  this  we 
fee  when  any  Thing  inherent  in  the  Conflitution 
is  troublefome  to  the  Funftions  of  the  Body,  the 
Solids  and  Fluids  aft  in  Concert  to  fhake  it  off, 
and  the  Efforts  made  on  thofe  Occafions  are  the 
immediate  Caufe  of  all  Difeafes ;  thus  the  vene¬ 
real  Poifon  fixing  on  the  Dufts  of  the  urethral 
Glands,  is  the  immediate  Caufe  of  that  Diforder 
call’d  a  Gonorrhoea  or  Clap  ;  the  Simulating, 
corrofive  Salts,  of  which  Poifon,  galling  and 
fretting  thofe  tender  and  nervous  Parts,  excite 
Heat  of  Urine,  and  Chordee,  the  infeperable 
Symptoms  of  this  Difeafe  •,  but  Nature  ever  in¬ 
tent  in  removing  from  her  the  Caufe  of  Pain  and 
Difturbance,  fends  a  Flux  of  Flumours  to  thofe 
Parts  to  difengage  them  from  the  Acrimony  of 
the  Virus,  and  to  wafh  it  away,  and  drain  it  off 
through  the  Urethra,  and  therefore  the  Running 
produc’d  from  this  Flux  of  Humours,  mud  be 
look’d  on  as  a  critical  Difcharge. 

Fit  Crifis  Naturd  fiecernente  Humores  noxios , 
a  bonis ,  et  ad  Ex  cretionem  prap  arante.  Ri- 
verius  de  Natur.  Crif.  That 


That  we  may  have  a  clearer  Conception  of 
what  I  have  faid,  I  will  beg  leave  to  exemplify 
lit’,  by  an  Extract  from  Boerhaave . 

Sic  ft  faniffimo  Homini  in  Manum  intrudatur 
Frujlulum  Vitri ,  oritur  Statim  Dolor ,  Calor ,  /»- 
flammatio ,  Febri  stumor  ^  &c.  Si  verb  Feftucam 
illam  educas ,  fedabVfagtiam  Symptomata  Omnia , 
Febrim  Pacabis ,  fifyi  relinquas  intra  F riduum , 
quibus  illud  cohcerebat  erunt ,  folutay 
et  Ercfa,  adeo  ut  Jponte  fojjit  deciders.  DeFebr; 
in  genere.  From  this  familiar  Obfervation,  a 
great  many  Particulars,  relating  to  the  Practice 
of  Phyfick,  may  be  deduced  ;  I  fhall  only  take 
Notice,  that  if  a  little  Bit  of  Glafs,  free  from  all 
Poifon,  whofe  Offence  confifts  in  the  Sharpnefs 
pf  its  Edges  and  Corners,  is  capable  of  caufing 
fo  many  troublefpme  Symptoms,  an  aCtive,  cor- 
rofive,  poifonous  Salt,  is  more  effectually  quali¬ 
fied  for  all  thofe  Purpofes,  which  by  infinuating 
itfelf  deeper,  and  flicking  more  clofely  to  the 
Sides  of  the  Veffels,  makes  a  greater  Erofionof 
them,  and  will  require  more  Time  to  b$  extri¬ 
cated. 

Plaving  accounted  for  the  Operation  of  the  ve¬ 
nereal  Poifon,  the  Production  of  the  Running, 
and  that  it  is  a  critical  Difcharge,  it  remains  now 
to  prove,  that  the  Virus  is  carried  off  by  the 
Running. 


We 
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We  have  been  inform’d,  that:  the  Caufe  of  the 
Running  is  owing  to  a  Fluxion  of  Humours, 
excited  by  the  Irritation  and  Stimulus  of  the 
pocky  Poifon  ;  this  Glut  of  Juices  relaxing  the 
excretory  Duds  of  the  Urethral  Glands,  gives 
them  a  free  Paffage  to  the  Virus,  part  of  which 
they  diffolve  from  Time  to  Time,  and  carry  off 
thro3  the  Urethra  ;  and  thi£  ‘Continues  fo  long, 
?till  the  whole  Poifon  is  either  wafh’d  away,  or  a 
Stop  put  to  the  Running,  by  fome  Accident : 
The  Truth  of  the  Contagion  going  off  in  this 
Manner  will  be  evident  to  any  Perfon  that  makes 
Ufe  of  my  Method  of  Cure,  which  ads  chiefly 
in  fcouring  and  cleanfing  the  urinary  Paffages* 
and  expelling  the  Poifon  effgdually  by  this  Means 
while  all  other  Contrivances  I  have  any  Experi¬ 
ence  of,  conduce  either  to  dry  up,  or  to  repel, 
or  derive  the  pocky  Matter  into  the  Blood. 


Quando  Materia  Fluens  eft  Venenata  nequaquam 
revellenda  eft  fed  ala  initio ,  per  Partem  ipfam  reci¬ 
pientem,  Vacuanda .  River.  I nft.  Med.  lib.  V. 

The  Infedion  communicable  from  one  Sex  to 
the  other,  is  a  Demonft  ration  that  the  Medium 
Which  conveys  the  Poifon,  ferves  as  a  Vehicle  to 
difchargeit;  and  Boerhaave  look’d  upon  the 
Running  as  a  Security  again  ft  the  worft  of  Symp¬ 
toms,  which  it  could  not  be  if  it  did  not  drain 
off  the  venereal  Taint. 


Eft 
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Eft  cater  oquin  hac  Gonorrhoea  levijftmum  jymp « 
toma  venerii  Contagii  fufcepti ,  quafi  majorum 

Malorum  Afylum ,  Gonorrhoea 

laborant  in  Luem  Veneream  incidunt .  De  Lue* 
Yener. 

If  the  Account  I  have  given  of  the  venereal 
Gonorrhoea  is  reafonable,  and  that  it  will  appear 
to  be  a  critical  Difcharge,  is  it  not  a  mod  fur- 
prifing  Thing  to  think,  that  no  one  Method  of 
Cure  was  ever  calculated  to  anfwer  the  Defigns 
of  Nature,  which  plainly  point  out  the  Necef- 
fity  of  Diuretics  in  this  Diforder  ;  k  is  truethofe 
Remedies  are  fometimes  prefcrib5d3  bir  with  an 
Intention  to  abate  the  Sharpnefs  of  Urine,  ever 
regardlefs  of  the  Running,  as  a  critical  Difcharge  j 
befide  the  Diuretics  generally  order'd,  difTolve 
the  Blood  too  much,  caufing  too  great  an  Ex¬ 
pence  of  the  Fluids  by  Urine,  which  weakens 
and  relaxes  the  Pafiages,  giving  a  Difpofition  to 
Gleets,  and  Incontinence  of  Urine  *,  but  thofe 
Inconveniences,  the  Abfurdity  and  Danger  of 
Purgings,  the  Mifchief  of  Inje&ions,  Mercurial 
Fribtions,  untimely  Ufe  of  Balfamics,  and  aftrin- 
gent  Medicines  will  be  fully  treated  of  j  and  fatis- 
factory  Reafons  I  hope  given  Tor  condemning 
their  Ufe. 


yimlent  Gonorrhoea, 


CHAP.  llh 

Of  the  Parts  ajfetted  in  both  Sexes  with  this 

Dif order . 

HAT  the  Clap  is  contagions,  and 
^  T  ^  may  be  communicated  in  Coition 

\tLSP£ji  *rom  one  ^ex  to  ot“er5  no-body 
difputes,  and  a  very  little  Knowledge 

in  fome  of  the  Parts  belonging  to  Generation, 

will  enable  us  to  apprehend  how  the  Infection  is 

receiv’d. 


The  Penis  is  the  chief  Organ  of  Generation, 
the  greateft  Bulk  of  which  is  form’d  of  two 
fpungy  or  cavernous  Bodies,  which  arife  di- 
ftindlly  from  feparate  Beginnings  on  each  Side 
of  the  Symphifis,  or  joining  of  the  inferior  Part 
of  the  Os  Pubis.  Afterwards  meeting  together, 
they  are  extended  to  the  Gians,  or  Nut  of  the 
Yard.  If  thefe  Bodies,  in  dead  Subjects,  are 
inflated  with  Air,  or  injedted  with  Mercury,  or 
any  kind  of  Fluid,  they  become  diftended  and 
rigid. 


The  Gians,  or  Nut,  is  the  anterior  Part  of 
the  Yard,  it  receives  the  Extremities  of  the  two 

fpungy 
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fpungy  Bodies  in  a  Cavity  defign’d  for  that  Pur» 
pofe.  Its  Surface  is  vaftly  fmooth  and  fenfible2 
from  the  great  Number  of  nervous  Papillae  it  is 
befet  with. 

The  Urethra  is  a  membranous  Canal  joyn’d 
to  the  Neck  of  the  Bladder,  and  extended  to 
the  Extremity  of  the  Gians,  affording  a  Paffage 
to  the  Seed  and  Urine*  it  is  fituated  in  a  Fur¬ 
row,  form’d  in  the  lower  Part  of  the  cavernous 
Bodies,  the  Diameter  of  this  Canal  is  commonly 
equal  to  a  Goofe’s  Quill*  and  is  compos’d  of 
two  ftrong  Membranes,  between  whom  is  a  ' 
fpungy  and  cavernous  Subftance,  puffed  up  and 
dilated  in  Ere&ion,  an  Infinity  of  fmall  Dudts, 
open  every  where  into  the  Urethra,  whofe  Glands 
feperate  a  vifcous  Fluid,  which  lubricates  the 
Paffage,  and  defends  it  from  the  Acrimony  of 
the  Urine,  and  keeps  it  fmooth  and  moift  for 
the  Seed  to  fun  thorough  more  glibly*  as  every 
Gland  is  a  Contexture  of  Nerves  and  Blood  Vef- 
fels,  this  Part  muff  be  extremely  fenfible  fince 
they  abound  fo  much  here.  It  is  not  neceffary 
to  my  Defign,  to  defcribe  any  more  of  the  Parts 
of  Generation  belonging  to  Men,  fince  I  fhall  be 
able  to  account  for  the  Manner  of  receiving  the 
Infedlion,  and  all  the  Symptoms  attending  a 
Gonorrhoea,  from  thofe  I  have  mention’d,  nor 
fhall  I  be  more  tedious  in  enlarging  on  thofe 
Parts,  I  fuppofe  to  be  injured  in  Women,  with 
this  Difeafe.  The 
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The  Rima  is  the  external  Opening  of  the  Pu¬ 
dendum,  in  the  upper  Part  of  which,  juft  within 
the  Labia,  is  the  Clitoris,  cover’d  for  the  molt 
Part  with  its  Prepuce  ;  its  Gians,  which  is  not 
perforated,  is  befmear’d  with  a  fetid  undtuous 
Humour,  as  the  Gians  Penis,  it  is  very  nervous 
and  extremely  fenfibie,  has  two  fpungy  Bodies 
like  the  Yard,  and  capable  of  Eredtion. 

The  Nymphae  are  two  membranous  cavernous 
Parts,  contiguous  to  the  Praspuce,  and  joyn’d 
to  the  infide  of  the  Labia;  they  hang  not  unlike 
Cock’s  Gills,  one  on  each  Side,  fometimes  larger 
and  fometimes  fmaller  ;  they  abound  with  Nerves 
and  fmall  Glands,  which  fecrete  a  vifcous  Hu-' 
mour ;  they  are  diftended  and  puffed  up  in  Co¬ 
ition,  and  encreafe  the  Titillation  and  Pleafure. 

A  little  behind  the  .Nymp'hse,  is  the  external 
Orifice  of  the  Vagina,  bound  with  a  fpungy  Sub¬ 
itanee,  which  expands  itfelf  in  Coition,  A  great 
many  excretory  Dudts  open  in  the  external  and 
internal  Parts  of  this  Orifice,  whofe  Glands  fepa- 
rate  a  mucous  Liquor,  to  lubricate  the  Entrance 
into  the  V agina. 

The  Urethra,  or  urinary  Palfage,  is  fituated 
diredtly  under  the  Gians  Clitoris,  pufhing  out  in 
a  little  Prominence,  its  Length  is  about  two  Fing- 
,crS“breadth  long ;  it  is  wider  than  in  Men,  and 
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admits  of  great  Diiitation  •,  it  has  Dudts  lecret- 
|ng  a  gelatinous  Fluid  to  defend  it  from  the 
Sharpnefs  of  Urine. 

The  Lacunae,  or  little  Openings*  confpicuous 
about  the  Urethra,  arife  from  its  glandulous 
Body,  and  difcharge  a  Humour  to  make  the 
Farts  moift  and  flippery. 

All  thefe  Parts,  by  deduction  or  {Retching  out 
of  the  Labia  Pudendi,  difcover  themfelves  to 
view,  and  I  think  are  the  only  ones  firft  injured 
in  a  Gonorrhoea,  tho5  the  generality  of  Authors 
fix  upon  the  Vagina,  as  the  Seat  of  that  Diforder  ; 
the  Reafons  for  my  Opinion  are,  firil  thofe  Parts 
are  foft  and  pulpy,  like  the  fpungy  Bodies  of  the 
Yard  and  Urethra,  and  are  like  them  diftended 
and  puffed  up  in  Coition,  therefore  more  fufcep- 
tible  to  receive  the  Contagion.  Secondly,  if 
they  are  not  the  Parts  affeCted,  we  can  never  ac¬ 
count  for  the  Symptoms  of  Chordee,  and  Sharp¬ 
nefs  of  Urine  ^  the  Gians  Clitoris,  and  Meatus 
Urinarius,  fitualed  without  the  Vagina  f  and 
laflly,  the  Vagina,  in  Coition,  is  ftrongly  con¬ 
tracted,  clpfely  embracing  the  Penis  with  its 
mufcuiar  Membranes,  a  Circurnflance  not  favour- 

•  s 

ing  the  Admillion  of  the  Contagion  fo  much  as 
Detention. 

What  I  have  related,  concerning  the  genera- 
five  P arts  in  bpth  Sexes,  is  fufficient  for  my  Pur- 

pole. 
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pofe,  if  they  are  not  the  only  Places  feiz’d  on  by 
a  Clap,  I  fhall  be  able  to  prove  they  are  the  firft 
Injured,  and  when  fo,  the  Complaints  they  caufe 
mull  convince  the  Patients  that  they  are  venereal, 
and  no  other,  which  will  ma&e  them  careful  to 
feek  Rcdrefs,  left  further  Mifchiefs  enfue,  which 
can  moft  eafily  be  prevented  at  this  Period. 

I  utterly  deny  the  Probability  of  the  proftate 
Gland,  Bulbus  Urethra,  Veficul feminales ,  Glan¬ 
dula  Cow p  eri  y  Littriiy  Morgagni ,  Terr  anti ,  5c  c. 
being  injured  when  a  Man  firft  gets  a  Clap,  or 
that  the  Vagina  is  touch’d  with  that  Diforder  in 
Women,  immediately  after  its  Appearance, 
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CHAP.  IV. 

The  Manner  of  receiving  the  Infection, 

N  Eredfcion,  the  Parts  of  Generation 
go  through  a ’wonderful  Change, 
from  a  pliant,  languid,  and  yielding 
State,  they  become  diftended,  and 
ftiff;  their  Bulk  encreafed,  and  their  Pores  en¬ 
larged,  fuppofe  them  more  apt  to  receive  the 
venereal  Taint.  In  Coition,  let  us  imagine  ei¬ 
ther  the  Man  or  the  Woman  damaged,  in  driv¬ 
ing  on  the  Bargain  5  is  it  not  reafonable  to  think 
that  thofe  Parts  that  are  moft  fpungy,  foft,  and 
tender,  are  likely  to  come  in  for  the  greateft 
Share  of  the  Infedtion,  efpecially  as  they  will  have 
the  firft  Offer ;  but  there  are  no  Parts  belonging 
to  the  Organs  of  Generation,  fo  porous  and 
bloated  up,  as  thofe  I  have  deferibed,  therefore 
the  moft  liable  to  be  the  Seat  of  the  Diforder, 
but  this  will  more  particularly  appear,  by  exa¬ 
mining  into  the  Nature  and  Caufe  of  Eredtion 
and  the  Diftention  of  thofe  Parts,  and  in  doing 
of  this,  I  ftiall  enter  into  no  Controverfy  with 

ftegard 


Virulent  Gonorrhoea.  Zl 

Regard  to  mufcular  Motion,  it  fufficiently 
agreeing  with  my  Intention,  to  obferve,  that 
every  Mufcle  in  the  Body  has  a  diftindt  Nerve 
and  Artery  belonging  to  it *,  and  that  any  Muf¬ 
cle  loofes  its  Power  of  adting  when  a  Ligature  is 
made  on  its  Nerve  or  Artery,  or  in  Cafe  either 
of  them,  by  any  Accident,  fhould  happen  to  be 
divided  -,  by  this  it  is  plain,  that  the  animal  Spi¬ 
rits,  in  Conjunction  with  the  arterial  Blood,  are 
the  chief  Caufes  of  mufcular  Motion,  for  both 
thole  Fluids,  when  a  Mufcle  adts,  rufhing  into 
its  Fibres  in  a  greater  Quantity,  and  with  more 
Force,  expand  and  ftretch  them  out,  which 
fliortens  and  contradis  the  Mufcles,  on  which  its 
Motion  depends,  and  this  is  evident  from  the 
fwelling  and  hardnefs  to  be  perceiv'd  in  feveral 
Mufcles  when  they  adt.  Thus  according  to  this 
Account,  when  the  animal  Spirits,  and  arterial 
Blood,  are  put  in  a  Ferment  by  amorous  Defires, 
the  Torrent  diredted  to  the  eredtor  Mufcles  of 
the  Penis  diftends  them,  and  compreffes  the 
Veins  of  the  Yard  againft  the  Os  Pubis,  which 
retards  the  Blood  in  them,  while  that  Fluid  flows 
plentifully  through  the  Arteries  into  the  Corpora 
Cavernofa,  whole  Diftention  is  the  Encreafe  of 
the  Size,  and  the  Caufe  of  the  Stiffnefs  in  the 
Penis. 

..  -  .  ...  •  •  -  .  l 

In  like  Manner  the  accelerators  Urinae,  adt  as 
eredtor  Mufcles  to  the  Corpus  Cavernofum  Ure- 
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thrse,  feme  of  whofe  Fibres  running  to  the  Ex¬ 
tremity  of  the  Penis,  terminate  at  the  under  Pare 
of  the  End  of  the  Urethra  *,  thole  Mufcles  when 
they  aft,  prefixing  clofely  on  the  Veins  of  the 
Corpus  Caver nolum  Urethra,  prevent  the  Re¬ 
turn  of  the  Blood  through  them,  as  the  erector 
Mufcles  of  the  Yard  do,  while  the  Influx  of  that 
Fluid  continues  thro’  the  Arteries  to  the  Corpus 
Cavernofum,  which  filling  that  porous  fpungy 
Subitanee,  caufts  its  Ereftion  ;  but  as  all  Muf¬ 
cles  contraft  their  Fibres  when  they  aft,  the  Fi¬ 
bres  of  thofe  Mufcles  inferted  into  the  Extremity 
of  the  Urethra,  will  be  contrafted,  which  draw¬ 
ing  back  the  End  of  the  Urethra,  enlarges  the 
opening.  The  Gians  in  Ereftion,  not  com- 
preflingthe  Urethra  equally  with  the  Corpus  Ca- 
vernolum,  gives  a  freer  Entrance  to  the  Virus, 
fo  that  it  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  the  firft 
Lodgement  of  the  Poifon,  is  in  this  loofly  com- 
preffed  Part  of  the  Urethra,  under  the  GIansf 
and  this  agrees  with  Experience  ;  for  I  dare  af¬ 
firm  that  Ninety-nine  in  an  Hundred  who  are 
clap’d,  obferve  that  their  firft  Complaints  are 
here,  or  not  far  off.  Let  any  Man,  when  the 
running  firft  appears,  fqueeze  his  Penis  a  little 
above  the  Gians,  and  gently  ftrip  out  all  that 
runs,  if  he  removes  the  Prefiure  higher  up,  and 
upon  ftripping  it  again,  he  perceives  no  frefh 
Moifture,  it  is  reafonable  to  believe  that  where 
the  Matter  came  from,  mult  be  the  Part  affefted, 

which 
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which  we  are  {till  more  fenfible  of,  from  the 
Pain  in  Erection 9  and  the  Complaint  of  the 
Sharpnefs  of  Urine  here. 

When  I  am  fo  unhappy  as  to  differ  from  the 
Opinion  of  others*  I  fliall  offer  Reafons  for  do¬ 
ing  fo*  and  it  gives  me  the  greateft  Pleafure  to 
find,  that  notwithftanding  the  Precepts  I  advance 
may  feem  a  little  odd  and  extraordinary,  yet 
they  perfectly  agree  with  the  Sentiments  of  forne 
of  the  greateft  Mailers  that  ever  appeared  in  Phy- 
fick  ;  thus  the  Authority  of  Boerhaave  flip  ports 
me  in  my  Opinion  that  that  Part  of  the  Urethral 
mentioned,  is  the  firft  feized  on  by  the  Clap. 

Prima  et  Mitiffima  j pedes  eft  quando  Cancer  ve¬ 
rier  eus  five  Ulcujculum  illud ,  faniem  fundens  in 
Urethra  intima  heeret ,  ad  ilium  Locum  ubi  Glandi 
comit  titur  Frenulum  Praeputii  nec  ulterius  pro  fer  pit 
Malum .  Prima  fpecies  Gonorrhoea  fic  diftingues , 
Veniat  ad  te  Mger  Matutino  Tempore ,  amt  equam 
Urinam  nodlurnam  e  minxit ,  jube  tunc  ut  Digitis 
proxime  ipfum  glandem  applicatis ,  earn  exprimere 
conetur ,  tunc  tu  Videns  Materiam  cxire^  ccgnofces 
ejfe  in  ilia  Parte  cancrum  venereum ,  ut  autem  fcias 
an  et  altius  proferpit  Malum ,  jube  paulo  magis 
retro  Glandem  premere  incipiat  ,fieque  videbis  quouf- 
que  pertingat ,  De  Lue  Vener. 

This  Diforder  is  moft  eafily  communicated 
from  aninfedled  Perfon  to  a  found  one  in  Coition, 

£  4  for 
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for  the  Poifon  is  fo  fubtil  and  penetrating,  ttat 
wherever  it  lays  hold  on  Parts  qualified  to  receive 
it,  it  rivets  itfelf  there,  and  fixes  fo  clofely  that 
it  can’t  be  {hook  off  without  caufing  fome  Injury, 
and  a  very  final!  Quantity  of  the  Virus  will  be 
fufficient  to  do  the  Bufinefs  ;  the  Difpofition  ne- 
ceffary  in  the  Parts,  to  receive  the  Malignity  is 
chiefly  owing  to  the  Diflention  in  Erection. 

Quando  Tenis  eft  eredius  f anguine  Difientus  et 
qua  fi  inflammatus ,  apparet ,  bine  Omnes  Pori  ejus 
font  quam  maxime  difir  a ffi9  et  aperti ,  et  ad  faci¬ 
liorem  Veneni  fufceptionem .  Difpofiti.  Boerh.  de 
Lue  Vener. 

In  the  like  Manner  the  Parts  belonging  to  Wo¬ 
men  that  I  have  taken  Notice  of,  being  inflated 
in  Coition,  difpofes  them  to  receive  the  venereal 
Virus,  which  produces  the  fame  Symptoms  in 
them  as  in  Men ;  Running,  Heat  of  Urine, 
and  Chordee,  thofe  are  the  pathognomonic  Signs 
or  infeperable  Companions  of  the  venereal  Go- 
norrhcea5  and  a  thorough  Knowledge  of  their 
Nature  and  Caufe,  mull  give  us  the  mo  ft  perfedt 
and  true  Conception  of  that  Difeafe,  which  will 
point  out  the  mofl  effedtual  Method  of  Cure, 
for  as  a  Diforder  is  known  by  its  Symptoms, 
the  Removal  of  thofe  Symptoms  is  the  CtfTe  of 
the  Difeafe 
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*The  Nature  and  Canfe  of  the  Symptoms,  and 
that  the  Running  does  not -  proceed  from  an 
Ulcer . 

HEN  the  pocky  Virus  is  tho- 
^  W  ^  roughly  fettled  in  the  Parts  it  fixed 
on,  the  pungent  acrid  Salts  infinua- 
^  ting  themfelves  into  the  little  Du£ts 
of  the  nervous  Papillae  in  the  Urethra,  excite 
great  Pain  and  Uneafinefs,  Nature  ever  follici- 
tous  to  expel  whatever  is  obnoxious,  fends  a 
greater  Quantity  of  Fluids  bo  thofe  Parts  than 
ufual,  intending  to  diffolve  and  wafh  away  thofe 
virulent  Salts,  to  be  carried  off  through  the  Ure¬ 
thra  ;  but  the  Irritation  of  the  Parts,,  the  Fluxion 
of  the  Humours,  and  the  Corrofivenefs  of  the 
Virus  melt  down  and  fhake  off  the  foft  mucous 
Liquid,  that  defends  the  Urethra  from  the 
Sharpnefs  of  the  flowing  Urine,  or  the  Senfation 
of  fabulous  Particles  in  their  Paffage:  The  Ure¬ 
thra,  fbript  of  this  vifeous  Covering,  we  can  ea- 
fily  perceive  how  fenfible  it  will  be  of  Heat  and 
Pain,  as  the  Urine  paffes  through  ;  and  tho*  there 
are  feveral  Diforders  that  caufe  Heat  and  Pain  of 
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Urine,  as  a  Strangury,  Difuria,  Inflammation^ 
great  Quantity  of  Salts  in  the  Urine,  &c.  yet 
they  are  feldom  attended  with  a  Running,  never 
with  the  Chordee;  tho*  frequent  EreCtions  wait  on 
thole  Complaints,  the  Stiffnefs  altogether  refem- 
bles  a  Priapifm  and  not  a  Chordee,  the  Diffe¬ 
rence  between  whom  fhali  be  explained  immedi¬ 
ately. 

Thus  the  venereal  Salts,  flimulating  the  ner¬ 
vous  Fibres  of  the  Urethra,  «induce  Fluxion  and 
Pain,  which  difpofes  the  vilcid  Humour  that 
defends  that  Paflage,  to  be  abraded  and  wafh’d 
away,  leaving  the  uncover’d  Parts  free  to  the 
Sharpnefs  of  Urine,  which  accounts  for  the 
Heat  or  Smart,  one  of  the  Attendants  on  the 
Gonorrhoea. 

From  whence  it  appears,  that  whatever  is  ca¬ 
pable  of  promoting  the  Secretions  of  the  urethral 
Glands,  will  the  fooneft,  and  moft  effectually, 
contribute  to  the  Relief  of  this  Complaint;  the 
virulent  Salts  by  thole  Means,  being  difengag’d 
from  the  Parts  they  adhered  to,  are  diffolved  and 
carried  off  by  the  Urine  ;  and  as  they  were  the 
immediate  Caule  of  the  Fleat  and  Pain  exci¬ 
ted  by  that  Fluid  ;  upon  their  Removal  their 
UfifeCts  follow',  therefore  Diureticks  mu  ft  be  the 
moft  proper  to  anfwer  this  Intention  :  Medicines 
whole  Power  ad'  entirely  on  the  urinary  Paffages* 
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an  Enquiry  into  whofe  Virtues,  and  Manner  of 
Operation  fhall  be  made  in  its  proper  Place. 

As  I  have  accounted  for  the  Heat  of  Urine 
from  the  Erofion  of  the  Urethra,  caus’d  by  the 
Virus,  fo  I  fhall  afcribe  the  Running  to  be  en¬ 
tirely  dependent  on  the  Fluxion,  provok’d  by 
the  Stimulus  of  that  Poifon  ;  but  as  it  is  the  ge¬ 
neral  Opinion,  that  the  Running  proceeds  from 
an  Ulcer,  I  fhall  fay  iomething  on  that  Head, 
tho’  I  do  not  deny  but  the  Parts  I  have  fpoken  of 
may  be  ulcerated,  both  in  Men  and  Women  ;  yet 
it  is  impofiible  in  that  Cafe  only,  in  either  Sex, 
for  the  Ulcers  to  fupply  the  Matter,  run  off  in  a 
Gonorrhoea. 

»  ' 

Thofe  who  are  acquainted  with  venereal  Ul¬ 
cers,  know  that  they  are  hot  and  dry,  yielding 
little  Moiflure,  and  a  thin  Ichor  or  corrofive 
Sanies,  for  the  Acrimony  of  the  envenom’d 
Salts,  that  caufe  them,  a&s  as  a  Cauftic,  and 
burns  all  the  Parts  its  Force  extends  to,  into  a 
kind  of  an  Efchar,  therefore  little  or  no  Run¬ 
ning  can  be  expe&ed  from  a  pocky  Sore,  ’till 
the  Efchar  be  digefted  off,  and  this  will  not  hap¬ 
pen  uniefs  the  Cure  of  the  Contagion  be  per¬ 
fected,  or  at  leaf!  palliated  ^  this  laft  is  the  moil 
ufual  Method,  for  fo  long  as  the  venereal  Salts 
lie  in  the  Ulcer,  they  corrode  and  form  Efchars, 
but  the  Poifon  vanquifh’d,  or  drove  into  the 

Blood, 
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Blood,  the  Efchars  fall  off,  and  the  Ulcers  dif- 
charge  a  Pus  like  thofe  of  a  benign  Nature  ^  who 
ever  faw  a  Humour  like  laudable  Pus,  flow  from 
a  phagedenick  Ulcer,  whether  venereal,  cance¬ 
rous,  or  fcrophulous  ;  but  if  it  can  be  prov’d 
that  a  Humour,  as  to  Confiftence,  Quantity, 
and  Colour,  with  that  of  a  Gonorrhoea  can  be 
produc’d  without  Ulcerations,  by  the  Irritation 
of  acrid  or  fharp  Particles,  bringing  on  a  Flux¬ 
ion  in  glandulous  Parts,  I  think  from  a  Parity 
of  Appearances,  there  is  great  Room  to  appre¬ 
hend  the  Running  in  a  Clap,  owing  to  a  like 
Caufe,  and  not  proceeding  from  an  Ulcer,  more 
efpecially  as  thofe  Difcharges  are  produced  by  in¬ 
finitely  gentler  Means  than  the  Running  in  a 
Gonorrhoea,  and  this  I  fnall  be  able  to  prove 
from  the  very  familiar  Inflance  of  the  great  Eva¬ 
cuation  fp ringing  from  the  ciliary  Glands  of  the 
Eyelids,  upon  catching  a  Cold  in  the  Eyes  as  it 
is  call’d  ;  this  happens  more  frequently  to  the 
People  on  the  Continent  than  with  us,  efpecially 
in  the  warmer  Climates.  Where  a  fudden 
Change  of  Wind  to  the  Eaft,  in  the  Neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Mountains  cover’d  with  Snow,  loads 
the  Air  with  cold  nitrous  Particles,  which  fixing 
on  the  ciliary  Dudts,  their  Pungency  begets  an 
Itching  fo  very  troublefome,  that  it  is  impofiible 
to  avoid  rubbing,  and  caufesa  Flux  of  Humours 
fo  great,  that  I  have  feen  two  or  three  Handker¬ 
chiefs 
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chiefs,  ftain’d  all  over  in  the  Space  of  Twenty- 
four  Hours,  with  a  Fluid  alike  in  Colour,  and 
Confiftence  to  tfrkt  of  a  Gonorrhoea,  and  the 
Eye-lids  were  only  inflam’d,  without  the  leaft 
Appearance  of  any  Ulcer. 

In  like  Manner  thofe  nitrous  Particles,  inva¬ 
ding  the  miliary  Glands  ot  the  Membrana  Schnei- 
deriana,  encreafe  their  Secretions,  which  glid¬ 
ing  down  the  Sides  of  the  Trachea,  fome  Part  of 
the  Fluidity  is  diflipated  by  the  natural  Heat  of 
the  Body,  which  makes  what  is  expedorated 
thicker,  and  like  Pus ;  yet  no  Phyfician  judges 
that  this  Matter  flows  from  an  Ulcer,  the  Mu^ 
cus  lying  a  little  Space  in  the  Noflrils,  its  Hu¬ 
midity  is  fo  exhaufted,  that  it  is  quite  glutinous, 
infinitely  thicker  than  the  Running  of  a  Clap, 
tho5  the  excretory  Duds  of  the  Glands  that  fe- 
crete  it,  are  extremely  fmall,  yet  no  Body  to 
account  for  the  Phenomenon,  would  have  Re- 
courfe  to  an  Ulcer. 

I  have  often  feen  great  Difcharges  from  the 
Meatus  Auditorius,  and  thefe  were  only  Secre- 
dons  of  the  Glandulae  Ceruminofe.  I  have 
known  purulent  Evacuations  in  great  Quantities 
attend  colliquative  Diarrhoeas  ;  but  upon  open¬ 
ing  the  dead  Bodies,  no  Appearance  of  an  Ulcer 
to  be  found. 


All 
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All  the  glandular  Secretions,  favour  the  Opi¬ 
nion  of  3  Gonorrhoea  deriving  its  Matter  from  a 
Difcharge  of  the  Glands  in  the  Urethra,  and  not 
an  Ulcer ;  we  frequently  fee  Ulcers  in  Mem¬ 
branes  lining  different  Parts,  and  yet  they  yield 
no  Pus.  Thefe,  and  many  other  Reafons  I 
could  give,  are  ftrong  Preemptions,  that  the 
Matter  of  a  Gonorrhoea  does  not  flow  from  Ul¬ 
cers,,  but  is  owing  to  the  Pungency  of  the  vene¬ 
real  Stimulus,  fretting  the  nervous  Papillae  in  the 
Urethra,  and  bringing  on  a  Flux  of  Humours, 
in  the  fame  Way  as  the  penetrating  adtive  Salts 
of  Cantharides  do,  to  which  it  has  fonear  a  Re¬ 
lation  in  its  Operation,  that  a  Grain  or  two  of 
powdered  Flies  now  and  then,  introduc’d  into  the 
Urethra,  as  their  Force  impairs,  would  produce 
Running,  Fleat  of  Urine,  and  Priapifm  ;  yet 
there  fhould  be  no  Ulcer.  As  we  may  obferve 
from  the  Difcharges  caufed  by  Veflcatories, 
efpecially  thofe  called  perpetual,  which  ftimula- 
ting  the  cutaneous  Glands,  their  Secretions  are 
encreafed  to  wafh  away  the  galling  Salts  of  the 
Flies,  but  the  thinneft  Parts  of  this  Difcharge 
evaporated,  a  Pus  covers  the  whole  B lifter,  and 
yet  no  Ulcer  is  perceiv’d  in  the  Skin, 

It  is  unneceffary  to  proceed  further  on  this 
Topic,  probability  feems  to  keep  Pace  with 
what  I  have  faid,  and  I  have  had  Opportunities 

of 
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of  feeing  a  few  DiiTedfions  of  Bodies,  dying  with 
virulent  Gonorrhoeas  on  them,  and  tho’  diligent 
Search  was  made,  not  the  leaft  Trace  of  an  Ulcer 
could  be  feen.  A  Gentleman  well  (killed  in  Ana- 
tomy,  who  has  been  a  Demonftrator  for  many 
Years,  like  wife  allures  me,  that  tho’  feveral 
convenient  Subjedte  have  fallen  under  his  Hand, 
he  never  could  obferve  an  Ulcer  in  the  Urethra * 
I  have  already  granted,  that  there  may  be  Ulcers 
here,  nay,  am  certain  that  the  Bulb  of  the  Ure¬ 
thra,  the  proftate  Gland,  Cowper’s  Glands,  &c. 
are  frequently  ulcered,  and  I  have  feen  Fifty  lou-s 
Openings  from  them  into  the  Scrotum,  and  the 
Pcrinaeum,  through  which  the  Urine  diicharg’d; 
but  am  pofttive  they  never  afforded  a  Matter 
like  that  in  a  Clap,  and  require  quite  different 
Methods  of  Cure-,  for  what  corredts  the  Run¬ 
ning,  and  abates  the  Heat  of  Urine,  and  Chor- 
dee,  the  Symptoms  peculiar  to  a  Gonorrhoea  will 
be  found  to  be  of  no  great  Service  in  thofe  Com¬ 
plaints  *,  they  yielding  only  to  thofe  Means  made 
Ufe  of  in  the  Cure  of  the  Pox,  which  will  often 
require  the  AfTiftance  of  manual  Operation, 

Having  defcribed  the  Nature,  the  Caufe,  and 
the  Seat  of  two  of  the  diftingui filing  Symptoms 
in  a  Clap,  namely  the  virulent  Running  and 
Scalding  of  Urine,  I  (hall  now  take  Notice  of 
the  third  Sign,  which  is  the  Chordee,  thofe 

three 
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three  are  the  only  and  original  Symptoms  of  a 
Clap,  their  Combinations  conftitute  that  Difeafe 
as  much  as  Weight,  Colour,  Dudlility,  and 
found  do  Gold  ;  the  Phymofis,  Paraphymofis, 
and  all  the  other  Train  of  Complaints  are  only 
Accidents  depending,  either  on  the  Irregularity 
of  the  Patient,  or  fome  falfe  Steps  taken  in  the 
Method  of  Cure, 

Doftor  Cockburn  fays,  the  Chordee  is  a  Symp¬ 
tom  of  fuch  Difficulty,  that  no  Phyfician  ever 
attempted  to  explain  it,  and  affumes  to  himfelf 
the  Honour  of  accounting  for  it,  fo  as  to  make 
It  obvious  and  apparent,  for  he  fays  the  cording 
Pain  never  admitted  of  an  Explanation  before, 
nor  can  it  be  accounted  for  by  any  Hypothefis 
but  is  now  manifeft  by  this  Theory. 

I  ffiall  therefore  take  the  Liberty  of  enquiring 
into  the  Do&or’s  Theory,  and  prove  that  he  ar¬ 
gues  from  wrong  Principles,  which  I  do  on  no 
other  Account,  but  that  it  carries  a  true  Con¬ 
ception  along  with  it,  of  the  Nature  and  Caufe 
of  the  Chordee. 

The  Do&or  in  an  Exult,  natural  to  fome  great 
Geniufes  when  they  make  Difcoveries,  that  fhew 
deep  Penetration,  and  Superiority  of  Parts, 
thus  triumphs. 


But 
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u  Bat  to  encreafe  the  Paradox,  the  Sore  Is  really 
in  the  Urethra  5  but  the  binding,  the  compref- 
flng  Caufe,  which  hurts  this  Sore,  is  really  with¬ 
out,  therefore  the  Myftery  is  out.  This  AfTer- 
tionis  evident  from  what  was  formerly  defcrib’d, 
about  the  Courfe  and  Situation  of  the  Urethra, 
for  as  it  runs  between  the  cavernous  Subftances 
of  the  Penis,  and  of  its  own  outward  Coat,  it  is 
always  comprefs’d  by  them  when  they  are  infla¬ 
ted,  more  or  lefs,  according  to  the  Degree  of 
their  Inflation  $  wherefore  the  fore  and  hurt  Ure¬ 
thra  is  every  way  comprefs’d  on  all  Sides,  and 
cannot  give  any  other  Senfe  of  Pain  than  that  of 
being  hard  bound  round  with  a  Cord  *,  this  Com- 
preflion  of  the  Urethra  has  already  been  obferved 
to  be  fo  great,  that  it  is  with  fome  Difficulty  the 
Seed  and  Urine  are  exprefsM  in  Times  of  a 
rigid  Erebtion.—Tho5  the  Debtor  is  certainly  out 
in  his  Account  of  the  Chordee,  he  is  right  in  the 
two  Corollaries  he  deduces  from  it. 

•  1  -  1? 

Cor.  1.  Hence  we  may  know  the  Place  of 
the  Hurt,  and  how  far  it  reaches  by  this  Pain 
in  Erebtion. 

Cor.  2.  We  may  like  wife  conclude,  that 
if  the  Sorenefs  was  occafion’d  by  fharp 
Matter,  flowing  from  the  Seed  Bladders,  the 
Parts  of  the  Urethra,  next  to  them,  Ihould 
be  equally  difpofed,  and  obnoxious  to  be 

D  hurt 
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hurt  but  as  they  are  not,  it  is  evident,  that 
the  Matter  does  not  flow  from  thence.” — Thus 
far  I  thought  proper  to  quote  the  Dodtor  in 
this  Affair. 

I  have  obferv’d,  that  the  Urethra  is  a  membra¬ 
nous  Canal,  joined  to  the  Neck  of  the  Bladder, 
and  extended  to  the  Extremity  of  the  Glands ; 
it  is  fituated  in  an  Interftice,  between  the  lower 
Parts  of  the  Corpora  cavernofa  Penis,  and  is  com¬ 
pos’d  of  two  ftrong  Membranes,  between  which 
lies  a  fpungy  and  cavernous  Subftance,  fubjedt  to 
Diftention,  by  the  Influx  of  the  animal  Spirits, 
and  the  arterial  Blood.  The  Fibres  of  the  Acce- 
leratores  Urinae,  are  fo  interwoven  with  the  Ure¬ 
thra,  that  a  Stimulus  there  will  irritate  them, 
and  excite  their  Contractions,  by  which  Means 
the  Veins  that  run  thro’  this  fpungy  Body  are 
comprels’d,  and  hinder  the  Reflux  of  the  Blood 
thro*  them,  but  not  fo  effectually  as  the  Eredtores 
Penis,  for  want  of  a  Bone  to  fqueeze  againft,  as 
Dodtor  Drake  obferves  ;  whence  it  is,  that  nei¬ 
ther  the  Corpus  cavernofum  Urethrae,  nor  the 
Gians,  are  always  perfedtly  diftended  with  the 
Penis,  and  fooneft  become  flaccid  on  an  Ereo- 
lion. 

Thus  the  Eredtores  Penis,  and  its  Corpora  ca¬ 
vernofa,  are  fo  far  from  being  the  Caufe  of  a 
Chordee,  as  Dodtor  Cockburn  imagin’d,  that  they 

are 
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arc  intirely  paffive,  the  immediate  Caufe  of  a 
Chordee  depending  on  the  Irritation  of  the  Ure» 
thra,  the  Contradtion  of  the  Elongationes,  of 
the  Acceleratores,  and  the  Inflation  of  the  Cor¬ 
pus  cavernofum  Urethrae;  without  allowing  this* 
this  Symptom  ftill  remains  unaccounted  for  ;  the 
Dodtor’s  Theory  plainly  confounding  the  Pria- 
pifm  and  Chordee,  but  this  makes  a  manifefl: 
Diftindtion  ;  belide,  there  is  a  Cure  for  the 
Chordee,  none,  we  are  toid  by  Ccelius  Aurelianus 
for  the  Priapi  An.  Nullo  quoque  Adjutorio  Medi¬ 
cinali  cejfajfe ,  ac  tardey  atque  longo  Tempore  qui 
evijfe ,  quo  jit  ut  a  Satyriafi  difcernatur  Priapifmus 
Jiquidam  illa  celer  fit ,  et  non  tardet  in  Corpore * 
De  PriapifmOi 

The  Priapifm  differs  from  the  Satyriafis,  in 
that.  Nulla  emijfio  Seminis  eft  ;  in  this.  Initio  fe 
putant  relevatos  ex  ufu  Venereo ,  atque  Seminis 
JaElu,  nocentur  enim ,  atque  Vexantur  hoc  Ufu . 
Cael.  Aurei,  de  Satyriafi. 

Boerhaave  thus  defcribes  the  Chordee,  which 
he  calls  Priapifmus  Venereus. 

Caput  Penis ,  aliquando  eroditur  in  Subftantiant 
interiorem ,  tunc  a  Capite  Penis ,  ufque  ad  Finem 
Perinei  protenditur  Inflammatio ,  jit  Dolor  aceri- 
mus  in  reddenda  Urina ,  et  perpetua  Er  e  Hio  G  lan¬ 
ii  2  dis 
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disi  et  Urethras  non  vero  Corporum  Spungioforum 
qu'£  cum  Urethra  nihil  Commune  habent .  Urethra 
confiat  binis  Saccis  Membranaceis ,  inter  qu*e  Hceret 
Suhfiunlia  Fungofai,  et  rara,  /anguine  Effufo ,  in 
fummo  Priafijihi  Venerei  JEftro  replenda.  De 
.Lue.-; ' 

*  .  . 

Nothing  can  be  more  diftindt  and  plain  than 
this,  left  it  ftiould  be  imagin’d,  as  Dodlor  Cock- 
burn  thought,  that  the  Corpora  fpungiofa  Penis 
were  affedted  by  the  Eroilon  of  the  Urethra,  and 
ie  eaufe  the  wracking  Pain  in  making  Water, 
and  the  Chordee.  Boerhaave  fays,  the  Urethra 
has  nothing  in  common  with  the  fpungy  Bodies  of 
the  Yard,  that  it  is  compofed  of  two  membra¬ 
nous  Teguments,  between  whom  lies  a  fine  fun¬ 
gous  Subftance,  filled  with  Blood  in  the  high 
Fervency  of  amorous  De fires,  and  qualified  to 
eaufe  the  Eredtion  of  the  Gians,  and  Corpus  ca~ 
yernofum  Urethras,  without  any  AfH  (lance  from 
the  Eredlores,  or  Corpora  cavernofa  Penis  *,  but 
this  Qualification  is  the  Confequence  of  the  ve¬ 
nereal  Erofton  in  the  Urethra ;  that  particular 
Stimulus  is  only  capable  to  produce  the  Chor¬ 
dee  which  is  known  from  other  Eredlions  of 
the  Yard,  by  its  Curvity,  and  therefore  a  Pa¬ 
thognomonic,  or  diftinguifhing  Sign  of  the 
Clap, 


The 
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The  bending  of  the  Yard  in  a  Chordae,  fhows 
that  the  eredtor  Mufcles .  can  be  but  (lightly,  or 
impartially  affedted  in  that  Symptom,  and  happy 
for  qs  they  are  not,  for  their  Power,  fuperior  to 
Refiftance  of  the  Accelerators,  muff  en create 
•the  ComprefTion,  and  incline  the  Penis  to  a 
Straightnefs ;  a  Diredtion  in  this  State,  attend¬ 
ed  with  horrid  Pain,  which  all  Men  have  expe¬ 
rienced  who  were  ever  clap’d.  When  wanton 
Defires  warm  the  Blood,  and  fet  the  animal  Spi¬ 
rits  agog,  their  Influence  on  the  eredtor  Mufcles 
raifes  the  Yard,  which  always  recedes  from  the 
Curvity,  in  Proportion  to  the  Stiff nefs  of  that 
Member,  and  by  this  Means,  the  Urethra  is  fo 
extended,  that  it  caufes  intolerable  Pain,  and 
often  a  Laceration  of  its  Fibres,  with  great  Ef- 
fufion  of  Blood, 

Hence  it  is  clear,  that  the  Chordee  depends 
on  the  Acceleratores  Mufcles,  and  the  Elonga¬ 
tions  of  their  Fibres,  for  when  they  check  the 
Courfe  of  the  returning  Blood  in  the  Veins 
that  Fluid  inflates  the  Corpus  cavernofum,  and 
compreflfes  the  Urethra,  caufing  the  Pain  and 
Curvity  of  the  Yard  ;  thus  this  Symptom  it  ac- 
-counted  for,  independent  of  Dodtor  Cockbufn9 s 
Theory,  and  by  confldering  what  has  been  faid, 
the  Difference  will  eafily  appear  between  it  and 
all  other  preternatural  Erections,  they  owing 

D  3  their 
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their  Rife  to  many  Incidents,  but  the  Chordee 
is  folely  a  venereal  Symptom,  caus’d  by  the 
Contraftion  of  the  Acceleratores,  comprefling 
the  Urethra^  the  Priapifm  and  Satyriafis,  arife 
from  the  Compreflion  of  the  Venae  dorfi  Penis,  - 
by  the  Ereftores. 


CHAP. 
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CHAR  VI. 

Of  the  F  L  U  O  R-A  LBUS, 

Shewing  the  Difference  between  that  DiJ order 
and  a  Virulent  Gonorrhoea . 

HOSE  who  have  treated  of  the 
Clap  are  very  imperfect  in  their 
Defcriptions,  of  the  Seat  and  Symp¬ 
toms  of  that  Diforder,  in  the  fair 
Sex,  which  is  the  Caufe  of  all  the  Difficulties, 
in  perceiving  the  Difference  between  it  and  the 
Fluor-albus,  a  Diftindtion  of  great  Confeq.uence 
to  Women,  not  only  in  Regard  to,  their  Charac¬ 
ters,  but  their  Health,  the  one  oftentimes  taken 
for  the  other,  to  the  great  Prejudice  of  the  Pa¬ 
tient  *,  I  fhali  make  it  appear,  that  thofe  Errors 
are  owing  to  their  not  fixing  on  the  Seat  of  each 
Difeafe  as  they  ought,  nor  attending  to  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  the  Symptoms,  with  the  Cure  requifite 
to  point  out  the  Cireumftances  in  which  they 
confent  or  difagree,  a  Supinenefs  to  be  fome- 
times  found  in  the  belt  Authors ;  thus  the  learn’d 
Aftruc  look’d  upon  this  Affair  to  be  fo  very  inr 
tricate,  that  he  thought  it  a  doubtful  Thing,  and, 

would 
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would  not  undertake  to  determine  the  Difference, 
or  point  out  the  Criterion  between  thofe  Difeafes 
and  thus  obferves,  *c  But  if  the  Seat  of  theGonor* 
rhoea  fhould  be  in  the  Glands  of  the  Vagina,  as 
it  frequently  is,  we  muft  confefs,  that  then  even 
Infpedion  of  the  Parts  will  give  no  light  into  this 
Affair,  fince  the  Whites  take  the  fame  Paffage, 
therefore  we  muft  ftill  remain  in  Doubt,  till  by 
the  open  Confefiion  of  the  Patient  herfelf,  her 
Hufband,  or  the  Man  fhe  had  to  do  with,  the 
Truth  appears.93  If  this  gentleman  had  confi- 
dered,  that  the  Symptoms  of  a  Difeafe  point  out 
the  Seat  and  Parts  affected,  he  would  not  have 
thought  that  the  Gonorrhoea  ever  ffiew’d  itfelf  in 
the  Vagina,  for  that  Part  in  no  particular,  can 
produce  the  Symptoms  of  a  Clap. 

Every  Part,  when  difeas’d,  has  its  proper 
Symptoms,  which  are  Signs  that  fome  particular 
Functions  or  Adions  belonging  to  that  Part, 
are  impeded  or  hurt  -3  if  the  Strudure  and  Office 
of  all  the  Parts  of  the  Body  were  the  fame,  then 
It  would  be  difficult  tojudge  between  them  ;  but 
fince  every  Part  has  its  diftind  Employment, 
and  peculiar  Bufinefs,  an  Injury  of  any  of  the 
Faculties  belonging  to  that  Part,  will  be  imme- 
diately  revealed  to  him,  who  knows  the  Ufe  of 
it,  and  his  Obfervations  will  enable  him  to  dif- 
cover  the  Nature  of  the  Ailment, 


Morbi 
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Morbi  non  raro  fenfibus  incogniti ,  Omnes  tamen 
fer  Symptomata  innotefeunt ,  qu<e  funt  illorum  Ef- 
fefius,)  et  potijfimum  per  Atlionem  Icefam ,  qu<&  a 
Morbo  dependet  immediate  et  per  fe ,  atque  ita  effen- 
tialiter ,  ut  Pofita  AElione  l^ejd  necejfarib  ponatur 
Morbus  a  quo  illa  dependet .  1  River,  de  Morb. 
Natura. 

Doblor  Cockburne  fo  confounds  the  Clap  with 
the  Fluor-albus,  that  inftead  of  clearing  up  the 
Point,  he  encreafes  the  Difficulty,  but  he  ffiali 
fpeak  for  himfelf,  and  you’ll  fee  whether  I  mif- 
take  his  Meaning.  But  this  Sex  being  often 
affebted  with  another  Difeafe,  the  Whites,  which 
referable  the  Gonorrhoea  very  much  in  their  Sub¬ 
itanee,  Colour,  and  Sharpnefs  of  Urine,  it  is  as 
hard  a  Matter  as  it  is  ufeful,  for  Phyficians  to 
diflinguiffi  well  between  thofe  Diftempers,  their 
Confequences,  and  perhaps  their  Cure,  being 
widely  different ;  this  Difficulty  has  been  fo  great 
as  to  exceed  the  Diligence  of  Obfervation  ;  but 
in  the  following  Difcourfe,  the  Caufe  of  the 
Difficulty  will  become  fo  manifeft,  that  we  will 
ceafe  hereafter  to  enquire  for  a  Symptom,  that 
Can  determine  between  the  Running  of  a  Gonor¬ 
rhoea,  and  of  the  Fluor-albus.” 

I  muff  own,  I  think,  the  Dobtor  in  the  right, 
for  he  has  made  the  Difficulty  fo  manifeft,  that 
if  we  had  no  other  Lights  but  what  he  ffiews  on 

this 
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this  Occafion,  to  guide  us,  we  might  caufehere- 
after,  to  enquire  for  a  Symptom,  that  can  deter¬ 
mine  between  them,  that  Is,  never  be  able  to  find 

out  the  Difference. 

*  \ 

I  can’t  poffibly  miflake  the  Dcdtor’sMeaning, 
for  after  faying  all  that  he  did  in  this  Affair,  that 
is  after  ufing  all  Arguments,  he  thus  concludes, 
— And  therefore  as  all  the  Symptoms  in  a  Gonor¬ 
rhoea,  and  Fluor-albus  of  a  Woman,  are  fo 
much  alike,  whatever  their  Effedts  may  be  when 
improperly  cured,  they  do  not  afford  any  pathog- 
nomonical  Sign,  which  can  be  taken  from  the 
Place  of  the  Running,  or  any  Difference  of  its 
Colour,  but  all  its  Signs  are  Prudential  Collecti¬ 
ons  only,  unlefs  the  Running  be  attended  with 
Shankers,  or  other  Symptoms  peculiar  to  a  Go¬ 
norrhoea. — From  this  it  is  plain,  the  Dodtor 
knew  no  Difference  between  the  Fluor-albus  and 
a  virulent  Gonorrhoea,  if  Shankers  did  not  appear, 
or  other  Symptoms  peculiar  to  a  Gonorrhoea ; 
but  he  tells  you  above,  that  the  Symptoms  of  a 
Fluor-albus  and  a  Gonorrhoea,  are  fo  much  alike, 
that  they  do  not  afford  any  pathognomonicalSign, 
and  therefore  a  Fluor-albus  muff  be  a  Clap,  and 
a  Clap  a  Fluor-albus,  unlefs  Shankers  appear,  or 
other  Symptoms  peculiar  to  a  Gonorrhoea,  for  the 
Dodtor  knew  no  Symptom  peculiar  to  a  Fluor- 
albus  to  point  out  the  Difference  ;  and  yet  it 
can  be  demonftrated,  that  the  Fluor-albus,  tho* 

i  attended 
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attended  with  many  Symptoms,  agrees  but  in 
the  Running  with  a  Gonorrhoea,  all  its  other 
Signs  are  pathognomonical,  and  diftinguifh  it  as 
plain  from  that  Diforder,  as  a  Diflocation  is 
known  from  a  Fradure. 

I  take  it  for  granted,  that  no  one  will  deny  that 
the  Parts  belonging  to  the  Fair  Sex,  which  I 
have  defer ibed,  rauft  be  the  only  ones  affe&ed 
in  a  Gonorrhoea,  who  confiders  that  Heat  of 
Urine,  with  the  Tingling  and  Inflation  of  thofe 
Parts,  are  the  only  Symptoms  joyn’d  to  the  Run¬ 
ning,  and  involuntary  Eredion  of  the  Clitoris, 
that  conftitute  the  Gonorrhoea,  for  it  is  impofli- 
ble  that  the  Injury  of  any  other  Parts  indepen¬ 
dent  of  thofe,  could  produce  thefe  Signs,  there¬ 
fore  the  Clap  cannot  be  in  the  Vagina,  as  Dpdor 
Aftruc  and  Dodor  Cockburn  afTert ;  nor  can  the 
Fluor-albus  ever  poffefs  thofe  Parts,  this  Difor¬ 
der  feizing  pn  the  Duds,  or  Outlets  thro9  which 
the  Menftrua  us9d  to  be  difeharg’d,  and  that 
thofe  Paflages  are  in  tjie  Vagina,  appears  from 
the  Obfervationsof  Anatomifls,  who  have  found 
purulent  Colledions  there,  fuppofed  to  proceed 
from  ftagnant  Menfes  in  grown  Maids,  the 
Hymen  imperforate. 

JJtruc  and  Cockburn  are  not  lingular  in  this 
Affair,  Numbers  of  great  Men  have  run  into 
the  fame  Errors,  by  allowing  too  heedlefly  for 

Fads 
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Fads,  what  they  had  feen  in  the  Writings  of  the 
learned,  but  if  I  can  make  it  evident  from  unde¬ 
niable  Authority,  that  a  Clap  can  appear  without 
any  poffibility  of  the  Vagina  being  afFeded,  would 
it  not  look  like  Obftinacy,  notwithftanding  to 
fay,  that  that  Diforder  has  its  Seat  there. 

Vidi  a  quatuor  Annis  tres  Puellas ,  unam  qui¬ 
dem  nonum  Aditatis  Annum  agentem ,  alias  vero 
ambas ,  fex  vel  Septem  duntaxat  Annos  mias ,  qu# 
tres  omnes ,  fingul laborabunt  Gonorrhoea  virulenta? 
quam  ipfarum  Matres  appellabant  Fluor  em- album, 
mihi  dicentes  fe  Mirari  quomodo  fu<e  Filiae  eetat q 
adeo  puerili,  hoc  morbo  laborarent :  cum  autem  has 
innocentes  Puellas  pr^e [entibus  earum  Matribus 
Examinavijfem ,  et  Vifitaviffem ,  naturamque  illa¬ 
rum  Morbi  bene  agnoviffem ,  quamvis  nulla  externa ~ 
rum  Vulvae  partium  appareret  manifefta  Jjivulfio 9 
five  Dilaceratio ,  ex  qua  credi  potuiffet ,  illas  Puel¬ 
las  revera  papas  fuifje ,  integram  Membri  virilis 
introductionem ,  effeci  ut  ipfoe  Confeff#  fint ,  cum 
multo  majori  Matrum  Admiratione ,  Je  compreffas 
fuiffe  a  nefariis  Famulis  ( Igne  ob  F^e  di  fimum  illud 
Flagitium  Dignis)  quorum  impuro  ContaClu  Gonor¬ 
rhoea  illa  virulenta  fuerant  affecit.  H<zc  Exe?npla 
qua  his  ipfe  Occulis  Vidi ,  mihi  perfuadere  poffent 
l imilem  potius  Gonorrhoeam  forfan  fuiffe ,  quam 
Eluor em- album ,  quo  Fernelius  dicit ,  fe  vidffe 
Puellam  O Ct avo  ALtatis  Anno  Affliftam.  Mau- 
riceau  de  Muliebri  Fluxu. 

Having 
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Having  fome  Knowledge  in  the  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Midwifry,  with  the  Advantage  of 
improving  it  by  the  Lectures  and  Inffru&ions  of 
one  of  the  greateft  Mailers  in  that  Art,  which  is 
founded  intirely  on  the  Strufture  and  Ufe  of  the 
Parts  of  Generation  belonging  to  the  fair  Sex, 
it  will  be  reafonable  to  imagine,  that  I  have  ufed 
fome  Endeavours  to  inform  myfelf  of  the  Nature 
of  thofe  Difeafes  they  are  fubjedl  to  ;  and  indeed 
as  far  as  my  poor  Capacity  enables  me  to  judge, 

I  cannot  help  faying,  that  I  look  upon  that  Parc 
of  Phyfick  which  treats  of  thofe  Diflempers,  to 
be  the  moil  deficient  of  any  belonging  to  the  Sci¬ 
ence  ;  and  this  Imperfection  is  as  confpicuous 
from  the  ill  Succefs  attending  the  Methods  of 

Cure  in  a  Fluor- albus,  as  in  any  other  Ailment 

*  * 

belonging  to  Women. 

I  could  fay  a  great  deal  in  Relation  to  this 
Diforder,  which  is  very  eafily  cured  in  the  Be¬ 
ginning,  but  frequently  taken  no  Notice  of  till 
it  puts  on  dreadful  Appearances,  and  becomes 
very  difficult  of  Cure,  and  in  many  Cafes  irre¬ 
mediable  •,  but  my  Bufinefs  is  only  to  point  out 
the  Difference  between  this  Difeafe  and  the  Clap, 
fo  that  one  may  not  be  miftaken  for  the 
other. 

The  Fluor-albus,  a  Diforder  peculiar  to  the 
Fair  Sex,  is  a  Flux  of  Humours  of  a  milky  Co¬ 
lour, 
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lour,  and  Confiftence,  but  this  varies,  being 
fometimes  thicker  and  fometiities  thinner,  as  the 
Quantity  is  lefs  or  mare.  The  Colour  is  alfo 
changeable,  according  to  the  Continuance  of  the 
Difeafe,  for  from  its  firft  Appearance,  it  has  all 
the  intermediate  Tinges,  from  the  briny  Call  to 
the  wheyifh  or  pale  Yellow  :  It  flows  thro*  the: 
fame  Veflfels  by  which  theMenfes  were  evacuated, 
for  it  never  Ihews  itfelf  but  upon  an  Obftru&iori 
of  the  Catamenia,  or  rather  the  Difappearance  of 
the  Catamenia,  is  owing  to  the  Fluor-albus  j  for 
when  the  Hypogaftric,  capillary  Arteries  of  the 
Vagina,  are  fo  weakened  as  to  produce  this  Dis¬ 
order,  the  continued  Drain  prevents  the  Plethora, 
the  immediate  Caufe  of  the  Menfes,  fo  that  the 
old  Obfervation  diftinguifliing  the  Gonorrhoea 
from  the  Fluor-albus,  by  its  difcovering  itfelf  all 
the  Time  of  the  menftrual  Difcharge  may  hold 
good,  although  it  is  reckon’d  an  uncertain  Sign, 
by  thofe  who  don’t  conflder  that  the  Supplies  q{ 
the  Menfes  are  expended  by  the  Fluor-albus, 
and  that  for  this  Reafon,  they  can  never  fubfift 
together,  when  the  Flow  of  the  Fluor-albus  is 
any  way  confiderable.  Indeed  it  muft  be  allow’d 
upon  fome  extraordinary  Cafualties,  or  accidental 
Plethoras,  there  are  Profluvia  which  cannot  be 
called  the  Whites,  but  they  are  not  periodical, 
and  are  injlar  Lotionum  Carnis  non  Rubi 
cun  da * 


Authors 
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Authors  in  their  Writings  on  this  Difeafe* 
have  delivered  themfelves  in  as  dubious  a  manner 
as  Oracles,  their  Sentiments ‘may  be  applied  pro 
and  con  with  the  fame  Propriety,  it  being  a  Que- 
ftion  whether  the  Fluor-albus  precedes,  or  fol¬ 
lows  the  Menftrua.  A  very  great  Man  comparing, 
the  Menfes  to  a  Re&or  of  a  Parifh,  fays,  that 
the  Fluor-albus  is  fometimes  the  Verger,  and 
fometimes  the  Vicar  *  that  is,  it  fometimes  goes 
before,  and  fometimes  performs  the  Office  oi  the 
Catamenia,  fo  that  whether  you  prove  it  to  be 
either  a  Forerunner  or  a  Follower,  he  is  of  your 
Opinion. 

It  would  be  endlefs  to  relate  all  the  Contradic¬ 
tions  and  Abfurdities  to  be  met  with  in  the  De~ 
fcriptions  of  this  Diforder,  the  only  Way  to 
avoid  falling  into  the  like  Error,  is  to  take  Na¬ 
ture  for  our  Guide,  who  will  prevent  our  going 
aftray,  and  lead  us  through  all  thofe  perplexing 
Mazes  and  Difficulties. 

I  have  faid,  that  the  Fluor-albus  is  a  Follower 
of  the  Menfes,  and  am  pretty  certain  they  never 
ftiewed  themfelves  before  thefe  appeared,  there¬ 
fore  to  have  a  Conception  of  them,  it  will  be  ne- 
ceffary  to  give  fome  Account  of  the  Menfes. 

The  Menfes  are  undoubtedly  caufed  by  a  Ple¬ 
thora,  but  to  account  for  that  Plethora,  has  not 

been 
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Been  fo  eafy,  Children,  as  they  encreafe  in 
Growth,  i f  they  aVe  healthy,  their  Appetite  and 
Digeffion  improve,  in  Order  to  furnifh  a  fuffici- 
ent  Quantity  of  Juices,  to  anfwer  the  Demands 
of  a  larger  Bulk,  but  when  the  Body  arrives  to 
its  utniofl  Extent,  and  every  Part  has  done  grow¬ 
ing,  the  Appetite,  and  good  Digeflion,  Bill  re¬ 
maining,  rnuft  fupply  the  Blood  with  that  Quan¬ 
tity  of  nutritious  Juices,  that  us’d  to  be  expend¬ 
ed  on  the  Encreafe  of  Parts,  which  will  beget  a 
Fullnefs  or  Plethora ,  and  the  Arteries,  by  being 
too  much  diftended  by  this  Fullnefs,  will  endea¬ 
vour  to  unload  themfelves,  by  preffing  on  their 
Capillaries  or  Extremities,  but  the  hypogaftric 
Arteries,  horizontally  placed  in  great  Numbers 
on  the  Y agina,  almoft  perpendicular  to  the  Pro¬ 
jection  of  the  Blood,  the  Impulfe  of  that  Fluid 
mull  be  greater  on  them  than  on  Veflels  of  a  con¬ 
trary  Direction  y  and  fhould  the  Force  or  Influx 
of  the  Blood  be  Superior  to  the  Refinance  of 
their  Capillaries,  it  will  pufh  thro*  them,  and 
open  a  Paffage  for  itfelf  into  the  Vagina,  confli- 
tilting  that  Bifcharge  which  is  called  the  Menfes* 
The  Plethora  removed  by  this  Evacuation  and 
the  encreafed  Force  and  Motion  of  the  Blood  aba¬ 
ted  ;  the  capillary  Arteries  are  again  contracted, 
and  keep  that  Fluid  within  its  Channels,  till  the 
returning  Fullnefs  acts  the  fame  Scene  over 
again. 


LWhat 
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ir 

What  I  have  faid,  will  give  a  general  Notion 
*  of  a  Plethora  and  the  Menfes,  but  to  have  a 
clearer  Perception  of  the  Nature  and  Caufe  of  the 
Fluor  -albus,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  be  a  little 
more  particular,  wherefore  it  mud:  be  confidered 
that  every  Artery,  as  it  ends,  divides  into  three 
Branches,  the  middle  runs  to  a  Vein,  into  which 
it  pours  the  thicked  Part  of  the  Blood  ^  the  late¬ 
ral  Branches  ,  as  they  are  fmaller,  and  more  ten¬ 
der,  receive  the  fined  and  mod  fubtil  Part  of 
that  Fluid,  one  of  thofe  Branches  terminates  in  a 
Gland,  the  other  in  a  lymphatic  Veffel  j  it  mud 
likewife  be  obferved,  that  the  hypogadric  Veins 
ate  without  Valves,  which  are  to  thofe  Veffels, 
what  Flood  Gates  are  to  Canals,  defign’d  to  pre¬ 
vent  a  Reflux  of  their  Streams  ;  nor  is  thisDefedc 
fupplied  by  the  Compreflicn  of  Mufcles,  which 
might  contribute  to  propel  the  Blood  on  towards" 
the  Heart  ;  therefore  thofe  Veins,  by  receiving 
conftantly  more  Blood,  from  the  middle  Extre¬ 
mities  of  the  Arteries,  than  they  are  able  to  re¬ 
mit,  become  fo  full  and  didended,  that  they  are 
incapable  of  holding  more,  and  put  a  Stop  to  the 
Blood  flowing  through  their  correfponding  Ar¬ 
teries  *,  hence  the  lateral  Branches  are  obliged  to 
receive  that  Fluid,  which,  while  the  Circulation, 
remained  uninterrupted,  ,  admitted  nothing  but 
pure  Lymph  y  thefe  Veffels,  thus  replete*  and 
unable  to  make  an  Oppofition,  to  the  Preffure 

©f  the  incumbent  Blood,  their  Coats  finer  and 
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thinner  than  thofe  of  the  middle  Extremities,  they 
are  forced  to  give  Way,  and  let  that  Fluid  run 
freely  out,  which  continues  to  do  fo,  until  the 
contractive  Power  of  the  Heart  and  Arteries  is 
leflfened,  that  is,  till  the  Plethora  be  reduc’d, 
which  makes  Room  for  the  Blood,  impeded  in 
the  hypogaftric  Veins,  by  the  Fullnefs  to  return 
to  the  Heart ;  and  the  Stop  thus  removed,  the 
Blood  flows  thro’  its  wonted  Channels  *,  but  the 
Plethora  frequently  returning,  and  diftending 
thofe  tender  yielding  VeflTels,  weakens  them  by 
Degrees,  fo  that  they  cannot  make  their  former 
Refinance,  to  the  Impreffions  of  the  circulating 
Fluids,  whofe  mo  ft  humid  Parts  conftantly 
leaking  thro’  them,  are  the  Fountains  from 
whence  the  Fluor-albus  fprings. 

Thus  we  fee  that  the  Fluor-albus  is  a  natural 
Confequence  of  the  Menfes,  and  fo  effentially  an 
Attendant  on  them,  that  very  few  Women  ef- 
cape  the  Diforder,  and  the  Reafon  appears  very 
plainly  from  what  has  been  faid,  which,  likewife 
eafily  accounts  for  all  the  Accidents  that  can  pof- 
fibly  happen  to  thofe  labouring  under  that  Di- 

feafe.  f 

/ 

The  Womb  is  ufually  reputed  to  be  the  main 
Source  of  the  Menfes,  and  confequently  the  chief 
Seat  of  the  Fluor-albus  •,  but  I  muft  own,  I  think 

it  contributes  little,  or  nothing,  to  the  Subfift- 

cnce 
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ence  of  either,  if  it  does,  it  muft  be  in  the  Time 
of  Geftation,  or  in  thofe  who  have  fuffered  fo 
much  in  Labour,  that  the  Uterus  never  could 
recover  its  former  Tone,  but  remains  in  a  con¬ 
flant  State  of  Relaxation  ;  in  Maids  and  barren 
Women,  the  Womb,  in  its  natural  Situation,  is 
of  fo  inconfiderable  a  Magnitude,  fo  compact  and 
firm,  that  the  Blood  Veflels  it  contains,  cannot 
poflibly  give  Way  to  the  flight  Impreflions,  that 
produce  the  Menfes  5  the  Cafe  may  be  otherwife 
in  that  wonderful  Change  this  Part  undergoes  in 
Pregnancy,  fuch  large  Arteries  and  Veins  are 
then  expanded,  and  difcovered  to  View,  that  we 
are  aftonifhed  at  the  Sight  of  thofe  capacious 
Veflels,  and  admire  how  Nature  can  contrive  to 
involve  them  in  Quoils,  fo  fmall  as  not  to  be  feen, 
but  in  a  State  of  Foecundity,  or  fome  Difeafe 
that  unfolds  and  ftretches  them  out ;  in  either  of 
thefe  Cafes  I  think  it  may  be  poflible,  a  Plethora 
in  the  Conftitution,  that  a  Strefs  may  be  laid  on 
the  uterine  capillary  Arteries,  and  force  out  a 
Difcharge.  But  this  is  a  Suppofition  barely  pro* 
bable;  for  Women,  efpecially  in  warm  Climates, 
frequently  have  their  Menfes  very  copioufly  to 
the  flxth  or  feventh  Month,  nay,  perhaps  the 
whole  Time  of  Pregnancy,  the  Os  Tineas 
glew’d  fo  clofe,  that  not  a  Drop  can  pafs  thro\ 
therefore  it  is  evident,  they  muft  flow  from  the 
Vagina,  which  feems  for  feveral  weighty  Reafons 

E  2  to 
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to  be  the  Canal  appointed  by  Nature  at  all  Times 
to  carry  off  the  menftrual  Difcharge. 

But  as  the  Knowledge  of  the  Seat  of  a  Diforder 
is  of  the  greateft  Advantage  imaginable  in  the 
Practice  of  Phyfick,  and  as  I  hope  I  have  made 
it  appear,  that  the  hypogaftric  Arteries  termina¬ 
ting  on  the  infide  of  the  Vagina,  are  the  Foun¬ 
tains  from  whence  the  Menfes  flow,  I  fhall 
prove  from  fome  of  the  mofl  efteemed  Authors, 

that  the  Fluor-albus  has-  -the  fame  Origin. 

'  •  * 

»  ■  T 

>  •  x 

Etenim  fi  Virgines  fatis  amplas  habebant  Uteri 
Vena  s*,  ut  per  earum  Dubius  Menfes  or  dinar  ii  fluere 
valeant  \  quidni  etiam  Fluores-albi  per  eafdem  vias 
(Hilare  poterunt.  River,  de  Fluore  Muliebri. 

Fluor-albus  Uterinus ,  nihil  aliud  eft>  quam  inor¬ 
dinatus  humorum  Fluxus ,  qui  Manare  folent  exiif- 
dem  Vafis ,  per  qu<$ fit  Menftrua  Purgatio .  Mau- 
riceam  de  Muliebri  Fluxu. 

Ita  reftriblis  Menjtbus ,  a  Sanguinis  Redundantia 
Oritur  Fluor-albus.  Friend.  Emmenol. 

Having  thus  placed  the  Fluor-albus  in  the 
Vagina,  I  fhall  give  fome  further  Teflimonies, 
that  the  Clap  has  not  its  Seat  in  that  Paffage. 

Gonorrhoea 
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Gonorrhoea  fluit  non  ex  Uteri  Fundo ,  neque  ex 
Vafis  Spermatids ,  fed  ex  quodam  Glandulofo  Corpore 
inftar  proflatarum  Glandularam  Gollacoto  verfus. 
Meatum  Urinarium ,  et  arca  totum  Vefic<e  Collum , 
quod  quidem  tunc  Temporis  intumefcit , 
flammatione  inficitur ,  propter  illius  Humoris  Acri - 
montam ,  /ta  Mulier  Urinam  Reddens ,  laboret 
Urente  doloris  acerbo  Sen  fu ,  Ardore  Vicinarum 

P artium  qu*e  tota  apparent  ob dubia  mucofd  qua¬ 
dam  illuvie  fubviridi ,  aliquando  tam  acris  efty 

ut  has  Purtes  Ulceret.  Mauriceau  de  flux. 
Muliebr. 

w 

Fhtippe  in  Mulieribus  non  Uterus ,  ejus  Vagi¬ 
na  Gonorrhoea  f 'edes  eft  fed  Pars  illa  Glandulis  re- 
ferta ,  inferiore ,  anteriore  Vagina  Parte 

prope  Meatus  Urinarii  Exitum.  Charlton,  in 
TraCtatu  de  Catameniis. 

What  thofe  reputable  Authors  fo  pofitively 
aver,  with  Relation  to  the  Seat  of  the  Clap  in 
Women,  are  not  the  Dictates  of  Hearfay  or 
Conjecture,  their  Affertions  were  founded  on 
Reafon,  and  evident  Demonflrations  fupport  the 
Credit  of  what  they  advance,  for  if  the  Parts 
they  have  de (bribed,  be  not  the  Seat  of  the  Dis¬ 
order,  from  whence  arife  their  Heat,  Erofion, 
and  Intumefcence,  or  what  caufes  the  Sharpneis 
of  Urine  and  Strangury,  if  the  Meatus  Urina¬ 
rius  is  not  affected,  it  may  be  faid  that  Ulcers  in 
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the  Vagina  dropping  a  corrofive,  acrid  Humour, 
running  over  thofe  Parts,  might  fret  them,  and 
excite  all  the  Symptoms  of  a  virulent  Gonor¬ 
rhoea  ;  but  this  is.  begging  the  Queftion,  for  it 
has  been  proved,  beyond  Contradiction,  that  the 
Clap  can  be  produc’d,  and  the  Vagina  net  parti¬ 
cipate  of  that  Diforder. 

If  therefore  the  very  individual  Symptoms 
fhould,  at  all  Times  appear,  with  the  fame  Com¬ 
plaints  in  a  Gonorrhoea,  as  in  thofe  Cafes  in  which 
there  is  no  Poffibility  that  the  Vagina  can  be  af¬ 
fected  ;  is  it  not  reafonable  to  conclude,  that  the 
Parts  difeafed  muft  be  always  the  fame,  thp’  there 
may  be  an  Alteration  of  forne  Circumftances,  I 
mean  in  Regard  to  the  Parts,  not  to  the  Symp¬ 
toms  ?  Let  one  of  the  Fair  Sex  be  married,  or 
not,  if  fhe  has  a  Sharpnefs  of  Urine,  a  Tingling, 
and  flight  Inflammation  of  all  the  Parts  without 
the  Orifice  of  the  Vagina,  and  that  they  appear 
covered  with  a  yellowifh,  acrid  Mucus,  which 
heats  and  galls  them,  and  which,  tho’  wiped  off 
is  known  to  weep  from  thofe  Parts  ^  I  fliould, 
without  the  leaft  Hefitation,  pronounce  her 
clap’d,  for  it  is  impoflible,  that  thofe  Signs  can 
appear  without  that  Diforder,  and  it  is  likewife 
certain,  that  the  Vagina  can,  in  no  Indifpofition 
caufe  an  Identity  of  fuch  Symptoms  ab  Origine. 
|’ll  grant,  that  thro’  Carelefnels,  the  Matter  of 

the 
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the  Fluor-albus  lying  long  on  thofe  Parts,  may 
heat  and  fret  them,  caufing  flight  Inflammation, 
JErofions,  and  Heat  of  Urine,  Symptoms  that 
appear  at  once  in  a  Gonorrhoea,  but  if  ever  they 
happen  in  a  Fluor-albus,  they  are  the  Confe- 
quences  of  Time,  and  accompanied  with  other 
Signs  that  put  the  Exiftence  of  that  Diforder  out 
of  Difpute.  Befide,  in  thofe  Circumftances,  a 
Woman,  ill  to  the  lad:  Excefs,  cannot  commu¬ 
nicate  the  Symptoms  of  a  Clap  to  her  Hufoand, 
or  any  Man  that  cohabits  with  her,  hic  enim 
Nlorbus  nunquam  nifi  a  Contagiofd  Venere ,  Oriri 

deprehenfus  eft ,  Boerh.  de  Lue  Ven. 

'  .... 

The  fuppofing  a  Woman  to  have  long  laboured 
under  a  Fluor-albus,  with  all  its  Signs,  and  to 
difeover  that  fhe  has  contracted  a  Clap,  the’  die 
ftedfaftly  affirms  the  contrary,  is  the  Cafe  of  the 
greated:  Difficulty  in  this  Affair,  and  yet  it  can 
be  eafily  decided. 

Make  a  long,  foft  Peffary,  of  fpungy  or  im¬ 
bibing  Materials,  large  enough  to  accommodate 
itfelf  to  the  Sides  of  the  Vagina,  and  obturate  its 
lower  Orifice,  upon  introducing  this,  if  an  Ooz¬ 
ing  is  perceiv’d,  after  the  Parts  have  been  cleaned 
about  the  Prominence  of  the  Urethra,  or  that 
any  Matter  can  be  fqueezed  from  them,  then  we 
may  take  it  for  granted  it  proceeds  from  the  Clap, 

E  4  for 
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for  thofc  Parts  can  never  be  the  Seat  of  the 

•**  1 

Fluor-albus,  forReafons  already  given. 

If  the  Parts  difeafed,  in  a  Clap,  are  excoriated 
from  an  Acrimony  of  the  Humours  in  the  Fluor- 
albus,  the  Orifice  and  Vagina  mu  ft  be  in  the 
lame  Condition  *,  but  it  is  the  contrary  in  a  Clap, 
for  they  are  quite  free  from  Injury. 

C ceterum  qui  certior  effe  velit ,  Pudenda  infpiciat 
ita  enim  Partes  Urethra  contiguas ,  in  quibus , 
Lacunarum  modo  memoratarum ,  Exitus  terminan — 
tur,  mucofd  quadam  Materia  confpercatas\  ac  in¬ 
terdum  etiam  exulceratas  deprehendet  ^  reliquis  Va~ 
gina  partibus  interim  rede  fe  habentibus ,  cujus 
Contrarium  in  Fluxu  Albo  reperiri  ajfolet .  Charl¬ 
ton  in  Tradi.  deCatameniis. 

Having  accounted  for  the  Fluor- albus,  and 
where  fuuated,  conftdered  it  in  the  greateft  Prox¬ 
imity  to  the  virulent  Gonorrhoea,  and  fhewn 
from  Authors  of  undoubted  Credit,  how  to  di- 
ftinguifh  between  them,  in  Regard  to  the  Parts 
afredted  ;  it  will  be  alfo  neceffary  to  know  from 
$he  Symptoms,  in  what  they  confent  or  difa- 
gree. 

The  Fluor- albus,  and  Gonorrhoea,  have  no, 
Sign  in  Common  but  the  Running,  which  as  to 
Quantity,  is  not  fuflicient  to  point  out  the  Diffe* 

rence 


s 
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rence  between  them,  tho5  generally  the  Flux  in 
the  former  is  more  abundant,  but  the  Quality 
of  the  Difcharge,  and  the  proper  Symptoms  of 
each  Diftemper  manifeftiy  particularize  the  Di- 
flindion.  The  Running  in  the  Fluor-albus  does 
not  fmell  fo  ilrong,  is  whiter  and  thinner,  and 
flows  without  Pain  :  I  have  already  mentioned 
the  Quality  of  the  Running,  and  other  Symp¬ 
toms  of  a  Gonorrhoea,  I  fhall  therefore  take 
Notice  only  of  the  Signs  peculiar  to  a  Fluor- 
albus,  which  can  be  all  accounted  for  from  the 
Delcription  given  of  the  Caufe  of  that  Diforder. 
Women  who  bear  Children  are  more  fubjedt  to 
this  Infirmity  than  Maids,  or  Ladies  of  Pleafure; 
irioft  Women  are  more  liable  to  it  in  Pregnancy 
than  at  other  Times,  becaufe  the  Menfes  are  fup- 
prefL 

Exiftente  Obftruffione  Vaforum  hujus  Partis , 
‘per  qua  menfiruus  Sanguis  fluere  deberet ,  ex  illis 
Vafis  folum  diftillat  ferofior  Humor ,  qui  Con¬ 
vertitur  in  Fluorem- album,  Mauriceau  Mulibr. 
Flux. 

The  Running  depriving  the  Blood  too  much 
of  its  Humidity,  caufes  a  Lentor  or  Sizynefs, 
ip  that  Fluid,  a  Defection  in  the  Circulation^ 
and  a  Lafiitude  or  Heavinefs  in  the  Conflitutions 
which  weakens  the  Habit  of  Body,  caufes  a  Pale- 
pefs  of  Countenance,  Lofs  of  Appetite,  Loath¬ 
ing 
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ing  of  Food,  Difficulty  of  Breathing,  a  Bloting 
or  Fullnefs  about  the  Eyes,  Oedematous  Swel¬ 
lings,  chiefly  of  the  Legs  and  Ankles,  often  a 
great  Fain  in  the  Back,  Palpitation  of  the  Heart, 
with  Swoonings,  Lownefs  of  Spirits,  and  other 
Hyfterick  Complaints,  tho*  not  in  fo  great  a  De¬ 
gree  as  where  there  is  an  Obft rudtion  of  the  Men- 
fes,  without  the  Fluor-albus,  for  this  in  a  great 
Meafure  carries  off  the  Plethora,  the  remote 
Caufe  of  hyfteric  Diforders.  if  this  Flux  is  flub- 
born  and  continues  long,  it  brings  on  hedbic 
Fevers,  and  by  relaxing  the  Vagina  and  Liga¬ 
ments  of  the  Womb;  caufes  Defcents  of  the 
Matrix,  Inteftines  of  the  internal  vaginal  Mem¬ 
brane,  with  Polypuffes,  Schirruffes,  Cancers, 
&c. 

A  due  Confideration  of  the  Caufe,  the  Nature, 
and  Effects  of  the  Fluor-albus,  will  rationally 
Point  out  a  Method  of  Cure,  if  not  permitted  to 
run  to  great  Lengths,  the  antecedent  Caufe  is 
owing  to  the  Plethora  producing  the  Menfes, 
and  the  immediate  Caufe  arifes  from  the  Impref- 
fions  of  the  Plethora,  overcoming  the  Refin¬ 
ance  of  the  capillary  Hypogaftric  Arteries,  and 
weakening  their  Tone,  the  Cure  then  muff 
depend  on  fuch  Medicines  as  have  a  Regard 
to  the  Degree  of  the  Plethora,  as  well  as  to 
the  Relaxation  of  the  Veffels,  fo  that  whatever 
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is  capable  of  diffolving  the  Lentor  in  the 
Blood,  and  promoting  the  Circulation  of  the 
Fluids,  of  encreafing  the  Secretions,  and  in¬ 
vigorating  the  lax  State  of  the  Veflels,  muft 
conduce  to  the  Cure;  and  I  know  no  Re¬ 
medy  equal  to  the  one  I  ufe,  in  the  Cure  of  a 
Cjonorrhoea  to  obtain  thofe  Ends. 


C  H  A  P, 
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CHAP,  VII. 


Of  the  Cure  of  a  CLAP  hy  D  urging . 


Have  obferved,  that  a  virulent  Gonor- 
^  I  ^  rhoea  is  a  critical  Difcharge  of  the  ve- 
nerea^  Contagion,  and  am  pofitive, 
that  a  right  Management  of  the  Run¬ 
ning  is  the  only  Means  to  free  the  infedted  Perfon 
entirely  from  its  bad  C’onfequences.  This,  all 
Authors  feem  to  agree  in,  and  are  moftly  unani¬ 
mous  in  their  Opinion,  with  Regard  to  purging, 
as  a  Method  the  belt  calculated  toaccomplifhthe 
Intention. 


In  Remediis  Catharticis%  quantum  hue  ufque  Ufa 
Comp  erimus ,  Curationis  omnis  Cardo  vertitur .  Syd, 
Epift.  Help.  \ 

i 

No  Doubt  the  pocky  Poifon  was  fufpected  to 
have  tainted  the  Blood,  and  purging  was  fuppo- 
fed  to  be  the  only  Means,  efpecialiy  joined  with 
Mercurials,  to  purify  the  Habit  of  Body  effedtu- 
ally,  and  carry  off  the  Virus ;  and  this  Courfe, 
according  to  Sydenham ,  was  to  be  continued  daily. 

Donee 
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2)onec  Urina  Ardor ,  et  Color  flavus  Materia  femi- 
niformis  admodum  imminuantur ,  pofted  alternis 
Diebus ,  donec  Humor  ftillare  prorfus  cejjerit. 

-  ,  .  ■  t  ,3 

«*•  ^  j  *  '  ■  *  t  .  i  l> 

Notwithstanding  this  great  Man’s  Advice, 
Experience  convinces  me,  that  purging  anfwers 
no  other  End  in  the  Cure  of  a  Clap,  but  to  en¬ 
courage  the  Poifon  to  enter  into  the  Blood,  and 
this  I  learned  chiefly  from  obferving  the  Effefts 
of  the  very  Method  he  recommends,  which,  with 
little  or  no  Variation,  is  the  Manner  of  Cure 
prefcribed  by  almoft  all  Authors. 

Surgeons  in  the  Army,  who  for  Numbers  of 
Years  attend  on  a  certain  Set  of  Men,  maft  have 
Opportunities  of  perceiving  the  Confequencesof 
the  feveral  Means  ufed  in  the  Cure  of  their  ve¬ 
nereal  Diforders,  and  from  hence  I  will  boldly 
affirm,  that  purging  in  a  Clap  is  no  more  a  cer¬ 
tain  Remedy,  than  Salivation  alone  is  in  a  Pox  ; 
that  both  are  demonilrative  to  the  human  Con- 
flitution,  and  that  a  compleat  Cure  may  be  had 
for  each  Ailment,  without  Recourfe  to  the  one 
or  the  other. 

If  we  enquire  into  the  Nature  of  Purges,  and 
the  Manner  of  their  Operation,  we  ffiall  find, 
that  all  Cathartics  of  the  vegetable  Kind,  are  hot, 
acrid,  and  pungent  ^  thofe  of  the  mineral,  ffiarp, 
and  corrofive,  that  both  aft  by  a  Simulus  irritat» 

ing 


62  A  Treat  if e  on  the 

ing  the  Fibres  of  the  Inteftines,  and  exciting  theft! 
to  difcharge  their  Contents  $  and  unlefs  the  Purge 
is  very  ftrong,  it  runs  off  in  thofe  Evacuations, 
and  the  Jumble  ceafes  5  but  if  it  lays  faft  hold  of 
the  internal  Glands,  and  corrodes  their  Duds* 
Juices  are  turned  off,  that  fhould  fupply  other 
Secretions,  which  will  certainly  embarrafs  the 
Animal  CEconomy,  for  the  Encreafe  of  one  Eva¬ 
cuation  is  the  Diminution  of  another,  and  a  Defi¬ 
ciency  of  Humours  in  any  particular  Part,  mull 
be  injurious  \  and  this  is  fo  confpicuous,  that  if 
any  clap’d  Man  will  but  give  himfelf  the  trouble 
to  obferve,  he’ll  find  that  the  Day  he  takes  Phy- 
fick,  the  Heat  of  Urine  and  Chordee  will  be 
much  increas’d,  for  purging  lefiening  the  Quan¬ 
tity  of  Urine,  hinders  the  venereal  Salts  for  be¬ 
ing  wafh’d  off,  and  diffolved  fo  plentifully  as 
they  would,  which  makes  their  Combinations 
ftronger,  and  gives  them  more  Power  to  be 
troublefome. 

No  Purge  has  any  fpecifick  Virtue,  they  all 
aft  by  their  Acrimony,  which  bliftersand  erodes 
the  Parts  it  fixes  upon,  caufmg  Pain  and  Flux¬ 
ion,  the  Support  of  what  they  lavifh. 

But  the  chief  Objection  I  have  to  Catharticks 
is  the  Derivation  of  Humours  they  caufe  towards 
the  Centre,  and  confequently  an  Abforption  of 

the 
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the  venereal  Poifon  into  the  Blood  *,  for  if  we  al¬ 
low  the  Matter  in  a  Clap  to  be  impregnated  with 
the  Virus,  is  it  not  a  prepofterous  Thing  to  purge? 
fince  purging  apparently  abates  the  Running,  and 
diverts  it  from  a  Channel  where  it  might  go  off 
with  Safety,  to  Places  ever  attended  with 
Danger* 


When  a  Shanker,  Bubo,  or  any  other  Swell¬ 
ing  or  Eruption  appears  in  a  venereal  Conftitu- 
tion,  it  is  produc’d  by  Nature,  with  a  Defign  that 
the  pocky  Contagion  fhould  be,  by  thofe  Means 
expelled  *  this  is  always  her  Intention,  but  it  is 
expedient  fometirnes  to  divert  her  from  her  Pur- 
pofe,  as  when  a  Lodgement  of  the  venereal 
Matter  is  made  on  the  Tefticles,  Proflata,  and 
neighbouring  Parts  in  the  Urethra,  which  Parts 
are  taken,  by  the  Majority  of  Writers,  to  be  the 
principal  Seat  of  the  Diforder,  but  I  believe  erro- 
neoufly  ;  for  I  have  frequently  noticed  the  Virus 
arriving  at  thofe  Parts,  to  caufe  great  Pain,  In¬ 
flammation,  and  Suppreflion  of  Urine.  I  have 
alfo  feen  Suppurations  attend  them,  which  burft- 
ing  thro9  the  Perinaeum,  open  new  Paflages  to 
the  Urine,  which  foon  caufes  the  Sinufes  it  flows 
thro9  to  become  Fiftulous ;  therefore  to  prevent 
thofe  terrible  Confequences,  or  an  Apoftumation 
of  the  Tefticles,  all  judicious  Surgeons  foliicit 
the  venereal  Matter  to  remove  into  the  Blood, 

which 
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which  they  effedt  by  bleeding,  purging,  keeping 
ffrictly  to  a  thin  and  cooling  Regimen,  with  the 
Application  of  emollient,  aftringent,  and  mode¬ 
rately  repelling  Fomentations  and  Cataplafms  ; 
and  often  when  the  Symptoms  are  ftubborn,  and 
wont  yield  to  thofe  Means,  Recourfe  is  had  to 
mercurial  Evacuations,  who  make  fuch  powerful 
Revulfions*  that  they  feldom  fail  of  Succefs,  but 
the  Patient  mu  ft  be  of  an  excellent  Habit,  to  re- 
ceive  no  Prejudice  from  the  Shock. 

In  thofe  Cafes,  notwkhftanding  the  preferit 

Relief  thofe  Evacuations  procure,  we  are  not  to 

; 

imagine  that  they  have  carried  off  the  venereal 
Taint ;  on  the  contrary,  if  the  Running  does  not 
immediately  return  or  a  Bubo  appear,  other 
Meafures  muff  be  taken,  as  a  greater  Security 
againft  the  Poifoii. 

Thus  we  fee  it  is  in  the  Power  of  Surgeons 
to  make  Diverfions  ab  Exteriore ,  ad  Interiorem $ 
and  how  it  is  done  by  purging  No-Body  can  in¬ 
form  us  better  than  Boerhaave . 

Omnia  vero  Purgantia  minuunt  Refiftentiam ,  in 
Vafts  intejiinis  proximis,  undi  vi  Atmofphor re  eo 
deducitur  plus  liquidi ,  quod  fit  quoque  a  Contra  Eli- 
one,  aut  Elafticitate  Va forum,  et  fi  per  violentas 
purgationes  reiteratas  valde  minuatur  Refijlentia 
in  Intejiinis ,  omnis  Lympha  ad  vafa  eorum  inanita 

deducetur 
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'deducitur,  ihique  ejufdem  fiet  Ex  cretio,  ‘quaprop-y 
ter  ex  omni  Corporis  Parts ,  per  Calhartica,  LyM - 
pba  expelli  poteft  :  Hujus  Copia  tanta  quando  qui 
re  poteft ,  ut  pene  Fidem  Superet .  De  Lue  Ve¬ 


nerea» 


We  fee  that  purging  and  mercurial  Difcliargesi 
have  a  Power  to  divert  the  Virulency  from  a 
Place  where  it  fixes  upon,  and  feduce  it  into  the 
Blood*  therefore  it  is  reafonable  to  believe*  that 
thofe  Remedies  will  have  the  fame  Effeds,  when 
given  in  a  Clap*  and  derive  the  Contagion  into; 
the  Habit,  for  the  Laws  of  Nature  are  inviolable 
with  Regard  to  the  Operation  of  Medicines* 
who  anfwer  their  Ends  conflantly  by  the  fame 
Effeds,  let  the  Intention  of  the  Prefcriher  -b® 
what  it  will. 


But  admitting  the  Infedion  may  be  carried  off 
|n  Evacuations  by  SfooI8  has  not  the  Virus  infi¬ 
nitely  more  Chances  to  vitiate  the  Juices  this 
Way,  and  make  the  Cure  more  tedious  than* 
if  at  Liberty,  to  pafs  through  the  Urethra,  the 
Channel  appointed,  by  Nature,  for  its  Ex» 
pulfion  ? 

Moreover,  I  don’t  know  any  thing  more  de- 
ftrudive  to  the  Conflitution  than  purging,  parti¬ 
cularly  as  it  is  ufually  infilled  on  in  the  Cure  of  a1 
Clap,  it  caufes  Sicknefs,  hurts  the  Stomach,  im¬ 
pairs  the  Strength,  lays  a  Foundation  for  Gleets 
and  feminal  Weaknefs,  deals  the  Juices  off  in 

F  edit- 
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colliquative  Fluxes,  eipecially  in  delicate  and  hec¬ 
tic  Habits,  and  induces  a  Lentor  into  the  Blood 
of  the  moil  rebuff  and  belt  Conftifutions,  which 
difpofes  them  to  Fevers,  and  many  other  Difor- 
ders.  I  can  affirm  from  Experience,  that  I  have 
known  thole  Mifchiefs,  and  a  great  many  more, 
take  their  Rife  from  purging,  and  am  certain, 
that  Numbers  have  been  undone  by  it  ;  but  the 
Authority  of  feveral  confiderable  Writers  will  be 
of  more  W eight  to  depreciate  them  in  the  Repu¬ 
tation  of  the  World,  than  any  Thing  I  can  offer 
to  their  Prejudice,  if  I  can  fhew  from  them  that 
they  condemn  their  Ufe. 

Boerhaave ,  in  a  Dropfy  where  Chathartics 
are  reckoned  to  be  of  more  Service  than  in  any 
other  Difeafe,  thus  obferves  of  them. 

Sed  tunc  illo  eodem  Remedio  ( fell  Purgatione) 
quo  educis  Aquam ,  debilitas  Corpus ,  Labefactas 
Vifcera ,  et  fundis  Sanguinem ,  Sydenhamus  in  Re¬ 
liquis  jidelijjimus  Conductor ,  hic  paululum  male 
meruit ,  quia  Veteres  non  confuluit ,  fed  ex  iis  quos 
Ipfe  in  fud  Praxi  viderat  Cafus ,  Univerfales  Regu¬ 
las  pro  hoc  Morbo  curando  condere  voluit ,  nen  fine 
Dolore  reminifeor  eorum  qua  feci  Experiment  or um , 
dum  in  prima  med  Praxi ,  multos  Homines  hijce 
' Methodis  perdidi,  Boerh.  Annat,  de  Hydrope. 

As  old  an  Author  as  Calius  Aurelianus  finds 
Fault  with  purging, 


Utuntur 
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tJtunlur  etiam  purgativis  Medicaminibus  qu*e  Ca¬ 
thartic  a  vocaverunt ,  hoc  eft  Ventrem  deduc  entibus  , 
ex  quibus  Stomachus  inficitur ,  et  omnis  Nervojitas 
vitiatur .  C^l.  Aurei,  de  Cephalaea. 

Aficlepiades  adhibet  etiam  Purgativa  Medic ami- 
na,  quee  Graeci  Cathartica  vocaverunt ,  cum  fint 
h£C  Corruptiva  V er  tutis ,  et  propter  ea  Corpus  eli~ 
mando ,  confumant  Potius ,  quam  relaxant .  Cael. 
Aurei,  de  Paralyfi. 

Riverius ,  a  great  Stickler  for  purging,  fays, 
/tz  purgatione  JE grot  antis  Vires  validas ,  aut 

Saltem  mediocres ,  necejfe  e  ft. 

Habitus  gracilis ,  tenuis,  et  laxus  facile  exfolvV 
tur.  Inftit.  Med.  de  Purgatione. 

Sydenham  obferves  that  Cathartics  have  forne* 
thing  poifonous  in  their  Nature. 

G/ttz  Remedia  Purgantia  ( Scammoniata  maximi 
et  id  genus  acria)  Malignitatis  quid  piam  in  Cor * 
pore  relinquant ,  quod  Nature  tamen  Committimus , 
Fz  tandem  fubjugatur  iftud ,  quid- quid  eft  Ve¬ 
neni1.  Epift.  2da  Refpon. 

It  would  be  impoffible,  one  would  think,  for 
fo  many  great  Men  to  difapprove  of  purging,  and 
yet,  notwithftanding,  to  find  it  in  mighty  Vogue* 

I  never  recollect,  fays  Boerhaave ,  without  the 
greateft  Anxiety,  the  fatal  Trials  I  have  made  of 
Cathartics,  and  the  Number  of  Patients  I  loft 
in  my  firft  Pra&ice,  by  thofe  Methods, 
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The  Antients  had  very  indifferent  Opinions  of 
Purges.  Ccelius  Aurelianus  obferves,  they  hurt 
the  Stomach,  and  deftroy  the  nervous  Syftem  3 
they  are  of  poifonous  Qualities*  and  wafte  and 
confume  the  Conftitution. 

Ri  verius  takes  Notice,  that  in  purging,  the 
Patient  fliould  be  flout  and  robufl,  at  leaft,  of 
middling  Strength,  for  the  {lender,  weak,  and 
lax  Habit,  eafily  melts  away.  And 

•  Sydenham  tells  us,  there  is  fomething  of  a 
Malignity  in  all  Purges,  efpecially  thofe  of  the 
acrid  and  fcammoniate  Kind,  which  remains  in 
the  Body,  and  is  left  entirely  to  the  Management 
of  Nature,  whofe  Powers,  at  length,  deftroy 
the  Poifon. 

One  would  imagine,  that  fome  extraordinary 
Benefits  conftantly  attend  purging,  fince  it  is  ufed 
after  fo  many  Cautions,  founded  on  fuch  weighty, 
Reafons,  prohibiting  the  Pradice.  I  won’t  take 
upon  myfelf  to  fay,  what  are  the  Motives  that 
encourage  thofe  Proceedings,  but  thus  much  I 
will  avouch  with  Confidence,  that  I  am  conver- 
verfant  with  the  Operation  of  Purges,  from  the 
moft  gentle  to  the  rougheft,  and  this  makes  me 
think,  that  there  are  more  Virtues  afcribed  to 
them  than  they  deferve  3  their  greateft  Efficacy 
confifls  in  making  fpeedy  Revulfions,  from  Parts 
dangeroufly  affedled  in  fome  particular  Difordersj 
as  the  Angina  Aqucfa^  But  to  prefcribe 
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them  deliberately  Day  by  Day,  as  they  are  or* 
dered  in  the  Cure  of  a  Clap,  would  foon  reduce 
a  Conftitution,  from  the  Stability  of  an  Oak,  to 
the  Feeblenefs  of  a  Bullrulh,  and  probably  pox 
the  Patient  into  the  Bargain  ;  for  it  a  Purge  has 
not  Power  to  carry  off  its  own  malignant  Qua¬ 
lities,  how  can  it  be  prefumed  to  have  the  Ability, 
to  difcharge  the  venereal  Virus,  therefore  both 
are  committed  to  the  Habit  to  be  fubdu’d-  by 
Nature,  and  very  likely  it  won’t  be  known  whe¬ 
ther  fhe  was  able  to  expel  the  Poifon,  ’till  the 
Conftitution  begins  to  break,  when  the  Pox  may 
be  feen  thro9  all  the  Crevices,  fometimes  alone, 
but  oftener  with  the  Gout,  the  Scurvy,  Rheu- 
matilm,  and  other  chronic  Diforders. 

I  don’t  know  whether  the  Reafons  I  have  of¬ 
fered,  againft  purging  in  a  Clap,  will  appear 
oonclufive,  and  deter  others  from  ufing  therp  ; 
to  me  they  have  been  fo  convincing,  that  for 
Years  paft,  I  have  laid  no  Strefs  on  Cathartics, 
either  in  the  venereal  or  any  Difeafe,  except  in 
Cafes  as  before  obferved,  that  required  a  fpeedy 
Revulfion,  and  where  a  defperate  Remedy  was 
preferable  to  none  ;  and  Experience  tells  me,  I 
have  been  in  the  right,  notwithftanding  the  ftrong 
Prejudices  Cuftoin  has  eftablifli’d  in  Favour  of 
them  but  tho’  Cuftom  is  refpe&ed  by  fome,  as 
an  undeniable  Law,  yet  it  is  very  often  grounded 
on  Notions  repugnant  to  the  Rules  of  right 
Reafon  3  and  this  is  difcoverable  in  no  Inftance 
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more  than  in  purging  for  a  Clap,  which  may  be 
very  eafily  perceived  by  any  Perfon  who  makes 
an  impartial  Enquiry  into  the  Nature  and  Caufe 
of  the  Difeafe,  and  who  will  be  unbiafs’d  in  his 
Judgment,  with  Regard  to  the  Quality  and  Ver- 
tue  of  the  Medicine. 

I  hope  No  body  will  think  I  would  endeavour 
to  banifh  Cathartics  out  of  the  Materia  Medica. 

I  only  hint  at  the  frequent  Ufe  of  the  Scammoni- 
ate,  Aloetick,  Mercurial,  andAntimonial,  Tantum 
fortiores ,  Calidiores  et  acres ,  qua  fimul  Febrim 
augent .  And  even  thofe,  in  forne  very  particu¬ 
lar  Cafes,  cannot  be  difpenfed  with ;  but  the 
mild  and  gentle  Purges  will,  on  many  Occafions 
be  abfolutely  neceffary,  and  extremely  ferviceable, 
T alia  funt  Eccoprotica ,  qua  Corpus  inter  Operan¬ 
dum,  non  multum  turbant ,  quaque  pr celer  Ventri¬ 
culi  et  hteftinorum  Contenta ,  Vix  quidquam  e 
Corpore  expellant ,  aut  Saltem,  valde  Parum . 
Boerh.  de  Inflamatione. 

Tho*  there  is  no  need  even  of  thefe  in  a  Clap, 
but  to  prevent  Coftivenefs,  which  the  Medicinq 
I  ufe  effectually  does. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.  VIII. 

Of  DIURETICS, 

lURETICSare  Medicines  that 
dilute  and  attenuate  the  Blood,  and 
other  Juices,  difpofing  their  ' more 
ferous  and  humid  Parts  to  go  off  in 
greater  Quantities  thro5  the  urinary  Paffages, 
and  alfo  to  carry  along  with  them  the  Dregs  and 
Impurities  of  thofe  Fluids. 

As  there  are  different  Degrees  of  Strength  in 
Purges,  Diuretics  likewife  have  ieveral  Grada¬ 
tions,  and  both  from  the  moft  gentle  Stimulus, 
may  be  encreafed  to  the  Violence  of  a  Cauftic  5 
hence  appears  the  Neceffity  of  being  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  their  Natures  and  Manner  of  Ope¬ 
ration,  left  what  is  given  to  abate  an  Inflam¬ 
mation,  fhould  be  the  Means  of  encreafing 
it. 

The  Diuretics  proper  on  this  Occafion,  are 
of  a  Texture,  fo  loofe  and  diffoluble,  that  they 
mix  moft  intimately  with  the  Blood,  and  the 
Ufe  of  them,  for  a  few  Days,  fo  faturates  the 
whole  Mafs,  that  if  any  Taint,  or  Contagion  has 
infedted  the  Juices,  or  lies  lurking  in  the  fmall 

Veffels 


A  T, Vedtije  on  the 


VefTels,  thofe  Menftruums  caufe  a  Diflblntion  of 
the  Virulency,  wafh  it  away  from  the  Habit, 
and  is  expelled  with  them  by  the  urinary 
Channels. 


Hac  Via  pius  purgatur  Sanguis  quam  omni  Eva¬ 
cuatione  per  Alvum*  Diuretica  enim  in  ipfum  San¬ 
guinem  agunt ,  non  vero  Purgantia ,  adeoque  per 
htsc  Medicamenta  in  violentis  Morbis^  qui  ad  fin - 
gula  bene  attendit ,  Crifm  falutarem  fepe  numero 
procurare  potejl  Medicus  abjque  notabili  Corporis 
Perturbatione ,  praeterea  Renes  funt  optimum  San¬ 
guinis  Depuratorium ,  quoniam  per  eos  tranfire 
pqffunt  cr  affor  es  Sanguinis  Partes .  Boerh.  de 
Anxietate  Febrili. 

i  •  i 


The  Judgment  of  the  Surgeon  muft  direct  him 
to  the  Choice  of  the  Diuretics,  and  Experience 
piuft  confirm  their  Efficacy,  otherwife  his  Inten¬ 
tion  will  be  fruftrated  to  the  great  Difappointment 
or  Damage  of  his  Patient ;  if  he  ufes  thofe  that 
fire  too  feeble,  the  Malignity  of  the  Difeafe  will 
not  be  expelled  ,  if  too  flrong,  they  will  lay  a 
great  St  refs  on  the  urinary  Tubes,  weaken  their 
Tones,  and  be  the  Caufe  of  Gleets,  Diabetes, 
and  many  other  Complaints.  Et  per  validam 
Vim  impulfi  Humoris  dilatant  adeo  Vafa ,  ut  tota 
Moles  Corporis  per  h^c  loca  Ruat ,  et  p ree  Macie 
fere  defiliant  Mgri.  Boerh.  de  Lue  Venerea. 

£  0 1} 

But  thofe  Inconveniences  can  be  moft  eafily 

prevented*  and  I  (hall  therefore  obferve,  that 

from 
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from  this  Clafs  of  Medicines*  a  Remedy  may  be 
compos’d,  whofe  Ufe  requires  no  Confinement 
or  T rouble,  fo  innocent,  that  it  may  be  taken 
with  great  Advantage  in  Fevers,  and  yet  fo  ef¬ 
fectual,  that  it  thoroughly  cures  the  Clap,  car¬ 
rying  off,  in  a  little  Time,  the  Chordee  and 
Sharpnefs  of  Urine,  its  uneafy  Attendants,  and 
indelible  Marks  of  the  Taint,  which  never  dis¬ 
appear  till  the  Virus  is  fubdued. 

.•  t 

Thofe  Symptoms  have  conftantly  governed 
my  Conduct  in  the  Cure  of  a  Clap;  while  they 
are  prefent,  the  Virus  is  in  the  Urethra,  and  he 
who  prefcribes  at  this  Time  balfamic,  drying,  or 
aftringent  Things,  in  any  Form  whatever,  either 
does  not  underftand  the  Nature  of  the  Difeafe,  or 
puts  his  Patient  to  the  Hazard  of  a  Pox, 
that  he  may  have  the  Reputation  of  curing  with 
Speed. 

Medicus  Curaturus  Gonorrhoeam ,  duplici  Intuitu 
agere  debet.  1.  Opem  dare  ut  omnem  Vir  of  ani 
fufceptam  Materiam  educat,  et  cavere  ne  retroeat , 
vel  alias  Partes  adhuc  fanas  trahat ,  2.  Ne  tamen 

Partes  nimis  laxet ,  et  flaccidas  reddat.  Boerh. 
de  Lue  Vener. 


All  the  Defigns  in  the  Cure  of  a  Gonorrhoea, 
fhould  have  Refpedt  to  thofe  two  Views,  and  he 
who  by  any  Means  can  attain  thofe  Ends,  with 
Eafe  and  Safety,  knows  a  Remedy  not  much 
ufed  in  publick  Practice,  whofe  Effedfcs  are  not 
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brought  about  by  purging,  which  it  is  pretended 
Drains  off  the  venereal  Taint  by  StooH  nor  by  In¬ 
jections  flopping  up  the  Poifon,  and  driving  it 
into  the  Blood  *  nor  by  mercurial  Evacuations 
caufing  a  Revulfion  of  the  pocky  Matter  into 
the  Habit ;  nor  by  Ballamics  agglutinating  the 
DuCts  of  the  urethral  Glands,  before  the  Viru- 
lency  is  difcharged  ;  nor  by  mercurial  Alterants, 
Specifics,  Fri&ions,  Lotions,  6tc.  which  are  fur- 
mifed  to  have  Qualities  fo  deftru&ive  to  the  ve¬ 
nereal  Poifon,  that  they  difarm,  and  quell  the 
Virus  wherever  they  meet. 

But  the  Scope  of  Boerbaave’s  Directions  will 
be  obtained  by  a  Medicine  communicating  itfel'f 
to  all  the  circulating  Juices  of  the  Body,  freeing 
them  from  their  Vifcidities,  and  carrying  off 
their  Impurities  by  Urine,  without  relaxing  the 
Parts,  performing  a  perfeCt  Cure,  free  from  the 
Apprehenfions  of  a  Pox  or  Gleet,  and  requires 
no  very  particular  Management  as  to  Diet  or 
Exercife,  nor  no  Reflraint  of  any  Kind,  except 
from  Exceffes  and  Coition. 

AJtruc  thinks  a  Clap  in  the  firft  Stage  or  be¬ 
ginning,  fhould  be  treated  as  an  inflammatory 
Diforder,  and  prefcribes  frequent  Bleedings  with 
a  cooling  diuretick  Regimen  ;  this  he  e  (teems 
the  mofl  rational  Method  to  keep  the  Chordee, 
and  Heat  of  Urine  under,  but  Bleeding  caufes  a 
Derivation  from  the  Parts  affeCted,  therefore 
'  'T  <3  «  fhould 
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Should  not  be  ufed  but  in  a  Plethora  or  Inflam¬ 
mation. 

Quando  Virus  illud ,  ad  Locum  Urethra  penetra¬ 
vit  ^  uhi  Emijfaria  Vejicularum  feminalium  aperiun¬ 
tur  et  hac  Ulcufculo  enato  claudit ,  aut  ipfas  Veji - 
culas ,  cum  proflatis  inflammat ,  tunc  ipfe  Teflis  ci - 
tiflfme  int ume f city  nec  poteft  ille  "Tumor ,  et  Inflam¬ 
matio  fedariy  nift  largijflmd  Mifflone  Sanguinis* 
Boerh.  de  Lue  Vener. 

Bleeding,  by  emptying  the  Veflels,  and  lei- 
fening  the  Motion,  and  impelling  Force  of  the 
Blood,  gives  an  Opportunity  to  the  obftruCted 
Parts,  to  fhake  off  the  ftagnant  Fluids,  and 
drive  them  into  the  Circulation  j  therefore  this 
Operation  always  takes  Place,  when  a  Flux  of 
Flumours  falls  upon  a  Part,  whofe  Suppuration 
muft  be  prevented  at  any  Rate,  but  except  a 
Plethora,  in  any  other  Cafe  in  this  Diforder,  it  is 
quite  unneceflary,  nay,  not  to  be  recommended, 
flnce  it  makes  a  Revulfion  from  the  difeafed  Part 
into  the  Blood. 

There  are  alfo  Objections  to  this  Gentleman’s 
other  Intention  of  Cure  ^  the  cooling  and  diure¬ 
tic  Regimen,  as  Expenfivenefs  and  Inconveni¬ 
ence.  Where  is  the  Need  of  Bottles  of  Ptifans, 
Apozems,  and  Decoctions,  when  a  Paper  of  Pow¬ 
der,  a  Morfel  of  Eleftuary,  or  a  Couple  of  Pills 
waflTd  down  with  a  Draught  of  Milk  and  Wa¬ 
ter,  Small  Beer,  Tea,  Capillaire,  or  any  other 

diluting 


A  Treatife  on  the 


diluting  Liquor  will  do  as  well  *  befides  all  tte 
Diuretics  he  prefcribes,  loofen  and  relax  the 
Farts  too  much,  giving  a  Difpofition  to  Gleets, 
and  other  Weakneffes,  which  are  fufficiently 
guarded  againft  in  the  Medicines  I  ufe,  whole 
good  Qualities  will  appear  in  the  following  Cafe, 
which  is  a  Matter  of  Fad  known  to  feveral,  and 
not  cook’d  up  like  many  Obfervations,  to  impofe 
pn  the  Underftandings  of  the  credulous. 


When  Marfhal  Wade  commanded  the  Army 
St  the  Camp  of  Game ,  a  Bubo  appeared  in  the 
right  Groin  of  a  Gentleman,  who  was  fo  unwil¬ 
ling  to  leave  his  Duty,  that  he  tried  all  Means  to 
put  it  back  ;  but  as  repelling  Applications,  by 
conftringing  the  Pores,  and  hindering  Ferfpira- 
tion,  confine  the  native  Heat,  which  makes  them 
fometimes  rather  advance  the  Suppuration  than 
put  it  back  ;  it  fo  happened  in  this  Cafe,  for 
in  Spight  of  what  could  be  done,  the  Apoftema- 
tion  came  on,  and  he  was  fent  to  Guam  ;  the 
Swelling  was  large,  painful,  and  ftubborn  *,  but 
at  length  coming  to  an  Head,  the  Matter  was 
difcharged  by  a  Cauftic,  and  every  Thing  pro- 
mifed  well ;  in  fome  Time,  he  wras  advifed  to  go 
abroad  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Air  ;  the  firft  Day 
he  went  out,  tho’  brought  very  low,  the  Sight  of 
an  agreeable  young  Woman,  whom  he,  as  an 
old  Sportfman,  knew  to  be  one  of  the  Game, 
banifhed  all  the  Thoughts  of  his  late  Sufferings, 
fpirited  up  his  Defires,  and  gave  him  Brifknefs 

arid 
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and  Vigour;  he  foon  fettled  the  Preliminaries 
With  the  yielding  Fair,  and  in  four  or  five  Days, 
perceived  that  an  humming  Clap  was  the  Fruits 
of  their  Congrefs ;  ‘this  Affair  dejeCted him  very 
much,  dreading  the  Confequences  of  his  new 
Difarder,  his  Strength  much  impaired,  from  the 
great  Pain  and  Difcharge  of  the  Bubo. 

In  this  Situation  it  is  eafily  conceived,  that  no 
great  Succefs  could  be  expected  from  purging, 
as  that  would  promote  his  Weaknefs  ;  the  Ad¬ 
vantage  of  Balfamics  is  to  dry  up  the  Running, 
before  the  pocky  Matter  is  difcharged,  and  all 
Injections  are  either  trifling  or  fufceptible  of 
caufing  Injuries,  However,  the  Patient  found  a 
Remedy  in  my  Medicine,  with  the  Conjunction 
of  a  nourishing  Diet,  to  recover  his  Strength, 
and  get  the  better  of  his  Clap  in  lefs  than  a 
Month. 

What  gives  the  Preference  to  this  Medicine  in 
a  Gonorrhoea,  before  any  other  I  know  of,  is 
its  Suitablenefs  to  all  Circumftances  and  Confti- 
tutions  ;  it  may  be  taken  with  Benefit  in  a  Fever 
or  any  inflammatory  Diforder,  and  will  be  of  vaft 
Service  in  the  Jaundice,  Gout,  Scurvy,  Rheu¬ 
mati  fm,  and  other  chronic  Ailments  where  the 
Juices  of  the  Body  are  foul  and  fizy.  It  abfo- 
lately  takes  away  the  Heat  of  Urine,  and  Chor- 
dee,  in  a  very  few  Days,  after  which  the  Cure  is 
eafily  compleated  ;  for  frequent  Ere&ions,  be  fide 
3  1  encreafing 
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encreafing  the  Inflammation,  prefles  the  Viru-. 
lency  higher  up  into  the  Urethra,  which  affed- 
ing  the  Parts  about  the  Bulb  of  that  Paflfage, 
caufes  very  terrible  Accidents. 


Non  Potui  hos  Homines  curare ,  qui  valde  libinofi 
NoEiu  erigunt ,  quoniam  valide  difientis  Partibus 
dilacerantur  Ulcera^  qua  incipiebant  confolidare. 

Ubi  ipfa  Ve  ficui  a  Seminales  in f e  Ei  a  funt  tunc 
oriuntur ,  omnia  illa  horrenda  Mala ,  Erofiones 
omnis  Pinquedinis  Inteftino  retlo  circumpcfit*  pif 
tul<e  teterrime  et  fere  injanabiles ,  atque  ipfius  quan¬ 
doque  Urethra  Erofioy  ut  per  Perinaum  exeat 
Urina .  Boerh.  de  Lue  Venerea. 


All  thofe  dreadful  Symptoms  arife  from  wrong 
7  Proceedings,  fince  it  is  impofllble  that  thefe  Parts 
can  ever  be  infeded  with  a  Clap  in  the  Beginning, 
this  Diforder  having  its  feverai  Stages,  and  grows 
worfe  by  Degrees  ;  but  it  a  Stop  is  put  to  the 
running  by  the  unfeafonable  Ufe  of  Balfamics, 
Injedions,  or  Aftringents ;  it  makes  the  Cure 
difficult,  dangerous,  and  painful,  that  would  be 
otherwife  gentle,  fafe,  and  eafy. 

Verum  Quoties  recentum  Morbum ,  nec  male  ad¬ 
hibita  Medela  efferatur  curandum  habuiy  nunc 
quam  defuit  Succeffus.  Boerh.  de  Lue  Ven. 

Hence  appears  the  Neceflity  of  having  Regard 
to  the  Symptoms  of  the  Chordee,  and  Heat  of 

Urine  when  thefe  Enemies  are  fubdued,  the 

reft 
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reft  fall  of  Courfe;  but  how  little  this  has  been 
attended  to  by  Authors,  may  be  learned  from 
their  Writings,  where  we  are  ordered  to  follow 
fuch  round-about  Ways,  that  one  would  fcarcely 
believe  they  had  thofe  Points  in  View,  or  if  they 
had,  that  they  were  unacquainted  with  Remedies 
to  anfwer  . their  Defigns;  for  whatever  the  cooling 
Regimen,  with  the  Nitrum  Purificatum,  effected 
in  abating,  the  Heat  of  Urine  was  deftroyed  the 
next  Day  by  the  purgative,  and  the  Chordee 
was  to  be  affwaged  by  Calomel,  or  fome  other 
Preparation  of  Mercury  ;  the  Undlion  rub*d  in 
on  the  under  Part  of  the  Yard,  was  looked  upon 
alfo  to  conduce  much  to  the  Alleviation  of  this 
Complaint. 

If  the  Reafons  I  have  offered  in  Favour  of  the 
Medicine  I  prefer  in  the  Cure  of  a  Gonorrhoea, 
are  not  efteemed  fufiicient  to  encourage  its  Ufe, 
let  it  fpeak  for  itfelf,  and  I  dare  affirm  no  other 
Recommendation  will  be  required.  I  have  already 
(hewed  why  I  approve  of  it  before  purging,  as 
Cathartics  are  attended  with  many  Inconveni¬ 
ences,  and  are  dangerous  and  hazardous,  fince 
they  moll  certainly  derive  the  Infection  into  the 
Conffitution.  I  fhall  now  confider  the  Nature 
of  Injections,  and  their  Modes  of  Execution, 
which  I  will  endeavour  to  do  in  the  cleareft 
Manner  I  can,  as  I  am  convinc’d  they  are  the 
in  oft  pernicious  Means  that  can  be  made  Ufe  of 
in  the  Cure  of  a  Clap  ;  But  before  I  finifh  this 
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Chapter,  I  think  it  neceffafy  to  obferve,  that  a§ 
I  have  not  mentioned  the  particular  Form  of  the 
Medicine  I  ufe*  it  may,  by  fome,  be  fufpe&ed, 
that  I  am  a  Noftrum  Monger  $  or  a  Dealer  in 
Secrets  •,  to  obviate  this  Charge,  I  muft  infill, 
that  any  Perfon  having  a  tolerable  Underftanding 
in  the  Materia  Medica%  and  a  moderate  Know- 
ledge  of  the  Laws  of  Nature*  and  her  manner  of 
acting  in  the  human  Cohftitution*  who  will  give 
himfelf  the  Pains  to  reflect  on  the  Symptoms  of  a 
Clap,  as  they  have  been  defcribed  ;  and  their 
Analogy  to  Complaints  from  other  Caufes,  can 
never  be  at  a  Lofs  to  find  out  the  Medicine  I  hint 
at.  Boerhaave  fays,  a  Phyfician,  to  cure  a  Clap^ 
ought  to  have  two  Things  in  View,  to  expel  the 
Poifon  effectually,  and  to  take  Care,  that  the 
Parts  affected  Ihould  not  be  weakened,  or  top 
much  relaxed  $  and  I  dare  fay,  the  Practitioner 
knows  how  to  accomplilh  thofe  Ends  without  the 
Afiiftance  of  a  Detail  of  Pfefcriptions :  It  is 
fufficient,  that  the  Publick  has  the  Nature  and 
Caufe  of  Pifeafes  explained  and  made  eafy,  but 
their  Cure  muft  ever  depend  on  thofe  who  make 
the  Practice  of  Phyfick  their  Bufinefs. 
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CHAP.  IX. 

0/  INJECTIONS. 

F  all  the  Methods  hitherto  in  Ufe,  fof 
O  ^  the  Cure  of  a  Gonorrhoea,  none  have 

fejS\  Vgv 

k.5i  jL»(  keen  *°  univerfally  approved  of  by 
Patients*  as  Injections ;  they  were  de¬ 
luded  by  the  plaufible  Pretenfions  of  their  fpech 
fick  Efficacy*  in  deltroying  the  venereal  Poifon 
before  it  could  poffibly  reach  the  Blood,  or  do 
any  Mifchief  to  the  Confiitution  :  Nay,  Doctor 
Cackburn  allures  us,  that  his  Injection  is  fo  great 
an  Antidote,  or  PreferVative,  againfc  the  pocky 
Infection,  that  tried  on  fome  Libertines  of  both 
Sexes,  has  fecured  the  Safety  of  their  Per  forts 
amidft  unbounded  Liberties*  thefe  are  perfwafive 
Inducements  in  Favour  of  Injections ;  and  who 
would  not  make  Ufe  of  them  that  is  fatisfied  of 
their  Safety,  lince  the  Cure  is  performed  with  fo 
much  Eafe  and  Speed  ? 

What  Praifes,  has  not  the  Gentleman  juft  men¬ 
tioned,  bellowed  on  his  Injections  :  Irregularity 
of  Life,  he  fays,  might  poffibly  make  a  longer 
Cure*  but  never  an  unfafe  one  *  they  deltroy  the 
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Corruption,  and  the  Running  with  it,  take  off 
the  Heat  of  Urine,  and  vanquifh  the  cording 
Pain  ;  in  fhorr,  he  would  have  us  believe  his  In¬ 
jection  anfwers  all  the  Defigns  that  can  be  expec¬ 
ted  from  Medicine,  in  the  Cure  of  a  Clap,  and 
thus  obferves,  now  Reafon  and  Experience  affur- 
ing  us,  that  a  Gonorrhoea  may  be  well  cured  by 
Injections,  Phyficians  will  be  careful  how  they 
expofe  their  Veracity  and  Honour,  by  denying 
what  is  thus  reafonable  and  poflible. 

For  my  Part,  tho’  I  don’t  pretend  to  the 
Knowledge  and  Learning  of  a  Phylician,  I  would 
*be  ambitious  to  have  it  thought,  that  I  have 
fome  Share  of  Veracity  and  Honour,  and  that  I 
forfeit  neither,  by  denying  that  a  Gonorrhoea 
may  be  well  cured  by  Injections;  Experience  and 
Reafon  alluring  me  to  the  contrary,  for  the  In¬ 
tention  or  Method  of  Cure,  by  Injections,  can 
only  be  propofed  to  be  brought  about  by  one  of 
thefe  following  Ways,  the  digeltive,  the  ftyptic, 
and  the  fpecihc,  or  fuch  whole  Virtues  confiftin 
a  Counter-poifon,  deltroying  the  Virulency  by 
its  peculiar  Qualities. 

The  digeltive  I  lhail  divide  into  the  lenient  and 
the  balfamick ;  by  the  lenient  I  mean  only  thofe 
of  warm  Milk,  Milk  and  Water,  with  Honey, 
and  fome  few  gentle  detergent  Things*,  notwith- 
Itanding  Boerhaave  was  fo  fond  of  this  Kind  of 
InjeCtion,  that  he  fays.  Hoc  Faciatis  fi  V eletis 
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bono  effe  inftrubii  Conftlio  ;  it  will  be  quite  unne- 
ceffary  in  the  way  of  Cure  by  Diureticks,  for  he 
propofed  no  more  than  to  wafh  and  cleanfe  the 
Urethra  by  thofe  Injections,  leaft  the  running, 
by  refting  there  too  long,  fhould  fret  and  heat  it. 
Acria  et  Rodentia  admifcere  nolo ,  quia  Scopus  eft 
tantummodo  elicere ,  detergere ,  et  abluere ,  quic- 
quid  fordis  Vircff  has  Partes  contaminat ,  neuti- 
quam  confolidare.  Boerh.  de  Lue  Vener. 

But  what  way  can  be  more  natural  and  regular 
to  expel,  cleanfe,  and  wafh  off  any  Thing  of  the 
virulent  Corruption  that  might  injure  the  Parts, 
than  by  Diureticks  the  Urine  impregnated  by 
their  mild,  deterfive  Qualities,  fcours  off  the 
Venom  ;  they  penetrate  the  minuted  VefTel,  and 
are  difpenfed  through  all  the  Juices  of  the  Body, 
freeing  them  from  any  Impurity,  or  contagious 
Taint ;  there  is  nothing  adringent,  drying,  or 
aglutinating  in  them,  to  give  the  lead  Apprehen- 
fion  of  detaining  any  of  the  venereal  Virus  in  the 
Blood,  and  will  afford  more  Benefit  in  moft  Di~ 
feafes  than  any  other  Kind  of  Medicines.  Syden¬ 
ham  informs  us  he  did  not  much  approve  of  In¬ 
jections  in  a  Clap. 

Injectiones  in  Urethram  non  magni  facio  ut  pote 
qutf  five  Acrimonia  fud  mordaci ,  five  Stipticitate , 
non  raro  magis  officere  foleant  quam  pfodeffe.  Epift. 
2da.  Refp. 
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From  the  Opinions  of  thofe  great  Men,  we 
fee  we  ought  to  be  very  cautious  in  the  Ufe  of 
Injections,  both  agreeing,  that  any  Thing  acrid 
or  ftyptic  muft  be  very  pernicious  ;  and  as  it  is 
the  Cuftom  of  many  Surgeons  to  ufe  balfamick 
Injections,  thinking  the  running  in  a  Gonorrhoea 
proceeds  from  Ulcers,  with  the  Intention  of 
bringing  them  to  a  good  Digeftion,  it  will  be 
expedient  to  make  an  Enquiry  into  the  Nature 
and  Effects  of  Balfams,  that  if  in  them  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Sentiments  of  Sydenham  and  Boerhaave3 
any  Thing  ftyptic  or  confolidating  may  be  found 
we  may  look  on  them  as  Remedies  that  oftener 
do  more  harm  than  good. 

All  natural  Balfams  are  hot  and  dry,  this  is 
not  only  difcoverable  to  the  Tafte  •,  but  it  may  be 
alfo  perceived  from  an  Obfervation  of  their  Ef¬ 
fects,  whether  outwardly  or  inwardly  ufed,  the 
fnoft  familiar  and  common  Digeftive  among  Sur¬ 
geons,  is  the  Venice  Turpentine,  mix’d  with  the 
Yolk  of  an  Egg;  it  is,  undoubtedly,  a  noble 
Medicine,  but  it  requires  Judgment  in  the  Ma¬ 
nagement  ;  fhould  it  be  immediately  applied  upon 
the  receiving  of  a  Wound,  it  would  prevent  Di¬ 
geftion,  by  contracting  the  Mouths  of  the  divi¬ 
ded  Ve^Tels,  for  in  all  Wounds  when  the  Blood 
eeafes  to  flow,  an  Oozing  conftantly  weeps  thro’ 
the  fever’d  Extremities  of  the  Fibres  and  Veffels, 
which  fpreading  over  the  Surface  of  the  whole 
Wound,  is  defigned  by  Nature  to  be  aCover- 
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ing  to  the  Nerves  and  other  Parts  to  defend  them 
from  external  Injuries,  but  the  Pleat  of  the  Body 
and  the  Corruption  that  all  llagnant  Fluids  are 
fubjedt  to,  caufes  a  Putrefadtion,  and  a  Separa¬ 
tion  between  this  Covering  and  the  Parts  under¬ 
neath,  then  the  digeflive  becomes  ufeful,  by  giv¬ 
ing  a  Firmnefs  to  the  Flefh,  and  confolidating 
the  loofe  and  flabby  Fibres,  relax’d  by  the  Flux 
of  Humours,  tho’  improper  upon  the  receiving 
of  a  Wound,  as  it  refills  Putrefadtion  which  rnuft 
neceffarily  precede  Digeflion,  in  all  Wounds 
where  there  is  Lofs  of  Subfiance. 

Baljamus  autem  Vegetabilis  ’Terebinthina 9  v.  g. 
acidum  aliquod  pra fer vans  in  fe  habet ,  nec  unguam 
rancefcit ,  fi  ergo  Vulneri  inftillatur ,  PutrifaEHonem 
impedit .  Boerh.  de  Vuln.  in  gener. 

And  further  on  accounting  for  the  Operations 
of  Digeflives  he  fays, 

Qua  funt  Balfamica  aliquam  Acrimoniam  habent 
per  quam  faciunt  ut  fibra  femimortua ,  Carnes  fpon- 
giofoe,  et  fordes  e  Vulnere  fecedunt ,  et  liberum  exi¬ 
tum  relinquant  liquidis  in  Pus  \ 'conquoquendis ,  tale 
eft  Mei.  cum  Terebinthino  et  Vitello  Ovi  c on qu af¬ 
fatum. 

From  hence  it  appears,  that  Balfamicks  have 
fomething  acid  and  acrimonious  in  them,  and 
therefore  not  proper  to  enter  into  Injedlions,  as 
the  Things  in  which  thofe  Qualities  are  found, 
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muft  bind  up,  and  clofe  the  little  Mouths  of  the 
urethral  Duds,  and  confine  the  Poifon  to  the 
Conftitution,  and  Blifters  dreffed  with  the  com¬ 
mon  Digeftive,  fhew  that  it  is  much  more  a 
dryer  than  the  Promoter  of  a  Difcharge. 

The  fecond  Kind  of  Injections  which  I  diftin- 
guiffi’d  by  the  Title  of  Styptic,  are  thofe  whofe 
Power  of  ACtion  confifts  in  corrugating,  or 
drawing  clofely  up,  the  Ofliolas  or  little  Openings 
ot  the  excretory  Tubes,  which  terminate  in  every 
Point  of  the  Urethra,  and  from  whom  proceeds 
the  running  in  a  Gonorrhoea  ;  for  the  Spiculae  of 
the  venereal  Poifon,  infinuating  themfelves  into 
thofe  little  nervous  Channels,  ftir  up  Pain  and 
Fluxion,  the  immediate  Caufe  of  the  running,  as 
has  been  already  obferved  ;  but  if  any  Thing 
aflringent  or  flyptic  be  applied  to  thofe  fmall 
DuCts,  their  Mouths  are  prefently  contracted, 
and  refufe  a  Paffage  to  their  Secretions,  which 
are  thrown  upon  the  Blood,  and  confequently 
the  Poifon  along  with  them,  tho’  it  often  happens 
in  plethoric  or  full  Habits,  where  Evacuations 
have  not  been  ufed  before  Injection,  that  the 
Contagion  falls  upon  the  inguinal  Glands,  Tef- 

ticles,  feminal  Veffels,  &c. 

« 

The  great  Force  and  Power  of  aflringent  or 
ftyptic  Ingredients,  on  animal  Subftances,  tho’ 
dead,  is  very  obfervable  ;  the  Efficacy  of  Bark, 
Ume3  and  Allum,  being  well  known  to  the 
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Tanner  and  Skinner,  anfwering  their  Ends  in  the 
fame  Manner  that  Injections  do,  drawing  up  the 
Hide  or  Skin  clofer  together,  by  which  Means  it 
becomes  more  compaCt,  tight,  and  firmer,  the 
very  Cafe  of  the  Urethra  in  Men,  and  the  Vagina 
in  Women,  who  have  been  familiar  with  thefe 
Remedies. 

I  have  feveral  Times  infilled,  that  the  running 
in  a  Clap  is  a  critical  Difcharge  of  the  venereal 
Pcifon,  and  that  whatever  puts  a  Stop  to  it» 
muft  abfolutely  drive  the  Virus  into  the  Conftitu- 
tion  ;  but  of  all  the  Means  that  ever  were  invent¬ 
ed,  none  tallies  with  this  Intention  fo  well  as  In¬ 
jections,  by  their  Ufe,  for  a  few  Days,  the  Heat 
of  Urine  and  Chordee  vanifli,  and  the  unhappy 
Patient  thus  freed  of  thofe  trouble Tome  Symp¬ 
toms,  looks  upon  himfeif  to  be  cured,  while  the 
Seeds  of  the  Pox  are  difperfed  thro5  the  Blood; 
and  tho5  for  the  prefent,  they  have  not  Power 
enough  to  give  Dillurbance,  yet  allured  ly,  in 
Time  they  will  put  on  their  baneful  Appearance, 
for  by  floating  fo  long  thro’  the  circulating  Flu¬ 
ids,  and  diffufed  among  all  the  Juices,  they  muft 
either  vitiate  the  whole  Mafs,  or  the  fcattered 
Poifon  will  be  colleCled  together  and  become  local, 
forming  Bubo’s,  Ulcers,  Exoflofes,  &c. 

My  condemning  Injections,  is  not  from  an  Ig¬ 
norance  of  their  Compofitions,  or  Want  of  Ex¬ 
perience  in  their  Manner  of  Operating,  nor  with 
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a  Defign  to  advance  a  Method  of  my  own,  but 
I  have  had  fuch  Knowledge  of  their  bad  Effedls, 
that  I  am  refolved  never  to  ufe  them  myfelf,  and 
would  endeavour  to  perfwade  others  from  their 
Practice  ;  for  what  can  be  expedted  from  aftrin- 
gent  Injedlions,  but  to  lock  up  the  venereal  Mat¬ 
ter,  and  contradi  and  harden  the  Urethra,  cau- 
fing  Stridlures,  Suppreffion  of  Urine,  fweird 
Tefticies,  and  many  other  frightful  Accidents  ? 
What  a  miferable  Cafe  mult  a  Man  be  in,  if  upon 
voiding  a  fmall  Stone,  the  Urethra  is  fo  confti- 
pated,  that  it  cannot  giveWay?  What  a  torment 
to  wear  Bougies  and  leaden  Probes,  in  fo  fenfible 
a  Canal,  perhaps  for  Life,  to  prevent  a  Stop¬ 
page  of  Urine ;  and  what  dreadful  Confequences 
mult  they  be  attended  with  in  Women,  when 
the  Vagina  is  purs’d  up,  and  confolidated  fo 
clofe,  as  to  refufe  a  Paffage  to  the  Menfes,  or  be 
incapable  of  Diftention  in  Labour,  therefore  I 
look  upon  the  Damages,  done  by  Injedlions  to 
the  Vagina  and  urinary  Paffages,  by  indurating 
their  Membranes,  and  obftrudling  their  capillary 
Veflels,  to  be  as  produdlive  of  Mifchief,  as  the 
forcing  the  Virus  into  the  Blood,  and  often  caufes 
more  Difficulty  and  Time  to  remove  the  Com¬ 
plains. 

The  whole  Theory  and  Dodtrine  of  the  Mate¬ 
rials,  which  are  the  Conllituents  of  the  Sort  of 
Jnjedtions  I  am  fpeaking  of,  and  what  may  be 
expedted  from  them,  Boerhaave  puts  into  fuch  a 

Light, 


Virulent  Gonorrhoea.  89 

Light,  that  we  cannot  poffibly  avoid  feeing  into 
their  bad  Effects. 

Mos  eft  infauftijjimus ,  Chirurgis  Gallis,  et  Brit - 
t  annis  1  Gonorrhoeam  a  Cancro  V 'ener  eo ,  Ulcero  Jo, 
in  Urethra  enato,  per  adftr ingentia,  et  erodentia , 
curare ,  ipfam  nempe  Cancrum  unde  extillat  fanies 
Lapide  infernali  adurunt ,  2/2  Confolidationem 

cogunt ,  confider antes,  quod  h*ec  Pars  non  fit 

Locus  infettus,  fed  exeretorius ,  tota  quippe  Urethra 
a  Vefcd  ufque  ad  fupremum  Marginis  Glandis ,  efi 
unum  Corpus,  inter  hinas  fuas  Membranas  coerci¬ 
tum,  hinc  a  Fomite  fancfo,  in  fupremd  ejus  Regione 
haerente,  potefque  illa  Materies  defender  e  qu<e  per 
Cancrum  evacuatur,  poteftque  tota  Urethra  Je  fic 
evacuare ,  teque  ac  d  Parte  interna,  hinc  Lapide 
infernali,  aut  Vitriolo,  tu  tantummodo  claudis 
Viam  virulentae  Materiae  exitum ee,  eam  cogis  in  San¬ 
guinem  redire,  atque  Bubonis  ad  Inguina  vel  Luem 
Veneream  excitare,  poffct  forte  in  Initio  Morbi,  et 
Statimd  Contagio  fufcepto  Locus  affeffius  ffiu  Lapi¬ 
dis  infernalis  exedi,  atque  iners  reddi  illud  Venenum, 
hoc  tamen  majoris  Certitudinis  Gratia  facere  non 
Soleo.  Annot.  de  Lue  Venerea. 

By  this  we  may  ob ferve  what  Boerhaave  thought 
of  the  topical  and  preventive  Methods  of  Cure, 
all  the  Golden  and  Silver  Injedtions,  the  Pintle- 
burn  Secrets,  Baifams  of  the  Sun  and  Moon, 
Greek  Broth,  and  many  other  famous  antivene- 
real  Noftrums,  view’d  en  Profile ,  according  to 
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Boerhaave's  Directions,  will  appear  in  an  horrid 
Light,  for  by  them,  tu  tantummodo  claudis  Vtam 
virulent#  Materi #  exitur#y  eam  cogis  in  Sangui¬ 
nem  redire ,  atque  Bubones  ad  Inguina  vel  Luem 
Veneream  excitare . 

From  many  Inftances  I  could  produce,  fhew- 
ing  the  great  Power  of  Injections  in  the  Urethra, 
I  fhall  relate  two,  which  will  anfwer  the  Purpofe 
as  well  as  a  Thoufand,  for  by  them  it  will  plainly 
appear,  that  they  flop  up  the  running,  which, 
mixing  with  the  Blood,  will,-  in  Time,  infeCt  the 
whole  Confutation. 

I  knew  a  Gentleman  of  a  very  amorous  Difpo- 
fition,  who  accidentally  meeting  a  Lady  every 
Way  fo  agreeable  to  his  Fancy,  that  tho’  he  was 
clap’d,  would  not  decline  an  Appointment  he 
made  with  her  ;  but  as  the  Chordee  mu  ft  be  a 
great  Hindrance  to  his  Enjoyment,  he  removed 
that  Impediment  in  lefs  than  half  a  Dozen  Hours, 
by  the  frequent  Ufe  of  a  deficcative  Injection, 
which  entirely  ftop’d  the  running,  nor  had  he 
any  Complaints  of  Sharpnefs  of  Urine,  and  after 
this,  in  all  Appearance,  feemed  well  for  about 
two  Years,  when  he  was  attack’d  with  flight 
Head-achs,  rambling,  and  noClurnal  Pains,  ef- 
pecially  in  cloudy,  damp,  and  clofc  W eather ; 
fore  Throat,  Excoriations  in  the  Noftrils,  throw¬ 
ing  off  a  flaky  Scurf,  with  fcaly  Tetters  in  the 
Forehead,  and  different  Parts  of  the  Body,  thefe 
Symptoms  made  it  apprehended  that  he  was 
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pox’d,  and  a  proper  Courfe  taken  with  him,  he 
foon  got  the  better  of  his  Diforder,  which  he 
wholly  attributed  to  the  Injedlion,  not  being 
cl  ap’d,  or  fufpicious  of  receiving  any  venereal 
Taint  fince  the  Ufe  of  it. 

This  Cafe  which  from  my  own  certain  Know¬ 
ledge  I  know  to  be  fadt,  is  a  convincing  Proof, 
that  the  running  in  a  Clap  does  not  proceed  from 
Ulcers,  for  nothing  could  poffibly  cicatrife  them 
over  in  half  a  Dozen  Hours,  allowing  them  to 
be  ever  fo  fmall ;  indeed  we  fee  by  the  Aphthae 
in  Children’s  Mouths,  that  the  Ufe  of  aftringent 
Gargles  contracting  the  external  Membrane  of 
the  Roof  of  the  Mouth,  fqueezes  fo  clofely,  and 
binds  up  the  little  Ulcers  that  theyalmoft  difap- 
pear,  but  when  the  auftere  Particles,  they  are 
compos’d  of,  are  wafhed  away  by  the  Saliva,  or 
abforbed  into  the  Blood,  the  Membrane  relaxes, 
and  the  Aphthae  return  to  their  former  Dimen- 
fions,  and  this  would  happen  in  the  like  Manner 
to  the  Urethra,  did  the  Matter  flow  from  Ulcers  ; 
but  granting  that  the  running  arifes  from  an  Ero- 
fion,  or  Rawnefs  of  the  Urethra,  Injedtions  may 
be  formed  of  fuch  drying  and  cicatrifing  Things, 
that  their  Ufe  for  a  few  flours  will  contradi  the 
Mouths  of  the  fmall  Dudts  of  the  urethral  Glands, 
inducing  a  Kind  of  Varnifh,  or  cover  over  them, 
that  guards  againft  the  Sharpnefs  of  Urine,  pre¬ 
vents  the  Weeping,  and  takes  off  the  Chordee, 
which  is  owing  to  the  galling  Preffure  of  the 
/  Urethra 
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Urethra  in  Erection,  and  by  this  Management, 
the  Contagion,  the  immediate  Caufe  of  theEro- 
fion  drove  into  the  Blood,  the  running,  Sharp- 
nefs  of  Urine,  and  Chordee,  which  are  the  Ef¬ 
fects  of  the  Erofion,  inftantly  vanifh ;  every 
Body  who  pleafes  to  pox  himfelf  may  make  the 
Experiment,  and  undoubtedly  the  prefer vative 
Injections  we  have  heard  of,  mu  ft  ad  in  this 
Manner  ^  but  to  make  this  Affair  more  apparent, 
diffolve  an  exad  Quantity  of  Vitriol .  alb.  in  Aqua 
Calcis  of  a  fufficient  Strength,  and  let  the  Ex¬ 
coriation,  caus’d  by  a  Blifter,  be  often  dab’d  o  ver 
with  it,  and  you  will  find,  that  in  a  few  Hours, 
the  Difcharge  will  be  dried  up,  and  the  Rawnefs 
cicatris’d  ;  but  I  have  obferv’d,  that  there  is  a 
great  Similitude  between  the  Difcharge  of  a  Bli¬ 
fter,  and  the  running  in  a  Gonorrhoea,  and  that 
there  is  a  ftrong  Refemblance  between  the  Ope¬ 
ration  of  Cantharides,  and  the  Addon  of  the  ve¬ 
nereal  Stimulus ;  if  therefore  the  often  dabbing 
of  the  Blifter  over  with  the  above  Water,  will, 
in  a  little  Time,  heal  and  dry  it  up  *,  and  if  the 
fame  Water  frequently  injeded  into  the  Urethra, 
will  flop  up  the  running,  is  there  not  all  the  Rea- 
fon  imaginable  to  think,  that  the  Difcharge  in 
both  Cafes  muft  fpring  from  the  fame  Caufe,  and 
that  it  muft  be  the  Produdion  of  an  Erofion, 
and  not  an  Ulceration  ?  for  an  Ulceration  fuppofes 
Lofs  of  Subftance,  which  never  could  be  repaired 
by  any  Application  in  fo  fhort  a  Time  ;  but  in  a 
Blifter  the  Scarf  Skin  is  only  ftript  off,  and  in  a 
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Clap  the  Urethra  only  loofes  its  mucous  Cover¬ 
ing,  in  which  Cafes,  ftyptic  and  drying  Appli¬ 
cations  will  inftantly  take  Effect,  and  fupply  their 
Places,  ’till  both  are  regenerated. 

The  other  Example  (hewing  the  pernicious 
Confequences  of  Injections,  is  a  Gentleman  who, 
fome  Years  ago,  applied  to  me  to  cure  him  of  a 
flight  Clap  lately  contracted.  I  gave  him  fome 
Remedies,  with  Directions  how  to  ufe  them,  and 
told  him  I  would  call,  in  a  few  Days,  to  know 
their  Succefs ;  accordingly,  in  about  a  Week  af¬ 
ter,  I  waited  on  him,  and  found  him  in  great 
Spirits,  extolling  the  Remedies  I  gave  him  for 
Perfections  not  to  be  equalled  ^  he  faid  the  run¬ 
ning  was  quite  gone,  nor  had  he  the  leaft  Twitch 
of  the  Chordee,  or  Heat  of  Urine  j  as  I  was  cer¬ 
tain  that  nothing  which  I  had  given  him  could 
put  fo  fudden  a  Stop  to  the  running,  I  told  him 
I  fufpected  he  had  been  dabbling  with  fome  Injec¬ 
tion,  and  complimented  him  on  the  Succefs  of 
his  fpeedy  Cure*  in  Return  of  the  ironical  Enco¬ 
miums  pad  on  my  Medicines,  he  faid  I  guefs’d 
well,  and  informed  me  that  a  Gentleman  of  his 
Acquaintance  recommended  an  infallible  Injection 
to  him,  and  that  he  was  convinced  it  was  fo,  for 
it  perfectly  cured  him  in  four  Days,  but  this  Gen¬ 
tleman  has  fince  undergone  a  Penance  for  his  Cre¬ 
dulity,  and  will,  I  believe  for  the  future,  put 
very  little  Confidence  in  thofe  Kind  of  Re¬ 
medies,. 


No 
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No  Endeavours  have  been  wanting  to  magnify 
the  Reputation  of  Injections,  no  deceitful  Glofs 
untried  to  varniffi  over  their  Defeats,  a  thoufand 
Tales  invented  to  lupport  their  Credit,  and  pal¬ 
pable  Lies  have  been  maintained  as  Truths,  by 
Atteftations  and  Affidavits  in  their  Favour  ;  but 
a  Method  of  Cure  depending  on  the  Laws  of 
Nature,  and  her  Operations  in  the  Conftitution 
defpifes  the  Affiftance  of  fuch  poor  Artifices,  and 
requires  no  falfe  Story  to  advance  its  Praife,  no 
Luftre  to  fet  it  off,  no  Voucher  or  Evidence  to 
prove  its  Succefs  ;  the  Confideration  alone  of  its 
Defigns  will  be  fufficient  to  recommend  it  to  the 
Efteem  of  the  World,  becaufe  it  will  be  obvious 
to  all  Perfons  that  they  are  founded  on  Reafon. 

He  who  refiefts  that  Diuretics  operate  by  gently 
encreafing  the  Motion  of  the  Fluids  from  the 
Centre,  and  puffiing  them  forward  to  be  in  Part 
fecreted  by  the  Outlets  of  the  urinary  Paffages, 
will  readily  conceive,  that  any  Thing  hurtful 
lodged  in  thofe  Paffages,  is  in  a  fairer  Way  of 
being  carried  off  by  thofe  Means  than  any  other, 
but  let  him  think  on  any  Expedient  capable  of 
impelling  the  Thing  hurtful,  which  refts  in  thofe 
Channels  into  the  Blood,  and  he  will  eafily  per¬ 
ceive,  according  to  the  Laws  of  Nature,  the  Fa¬ 
cility  of  its  reaching  the  Centre  *,  Applications 
ad  Exteriorem ,  aft  on  the  venal,  while  Medicines 
given  inwardly  aft  on  the  arterial  Blood,  the 
Courfe  of  the  one  being  from  the  Circumference 
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to  the  Centre,  while  the  other  moves  in  a  contrary 
Direction,  from  within,  outwards  ;  from  this  it 
is  evident,  that  the  Relief  in  a  Clap  by  Diuretics, 
is  procured,  by  wafhing  away  the  Virus  or  Poi- 
Ion,  and  expelling  it  with  the  Urine,  whereas 
the  Remiffion  of  Pain,  by  the  Ufeof  Injections, 
is  owing  to  the  Poifon  being  drove  from  the 
Parts  affected  into  the  Blood,  Having,  I  hope 
given  fufficient  ReaTons  for  rejecting  this  mifchie- 
vous  PraCtice,  I  would  finifh  what  I  have  to  fay 
in  Relation  to  aftringent  Injections,  but  that  I 
cannot  well  omit  making  fome  Remarks  on  a 
very  extraordinary  ConftruCtion,  made  by  DoCtor 
Cockburn ,  of  a  Paffage  which  he  quotes  from 
Fracaftorius . 

In  Primis  mirum  illud  erat  quod  Labe  recepta , 
Scepe  tamen  quater ,  ipfa  fuum  compleverat  Orbem  > 
Luna,  priufquam  Signa  fatis  manifefta  darentur .  3 

9Twas  ftrange,  at  firft  the  Taint  receiv’d,  "j 
Yet  oft  the  Moon  four  Fulls  atchiev’d  > 

Before,  that  Signs  apparent,  made  it  believ’d.  J 

Which  the  DoCtor,  by  a  ftrange  Kind  of  Lo¬ 
gic,  wreft  thus  to  his  own  Purpofe.  “  So  we 
may  fafely  conclude,  as  far  as  Experience  can 
fupport  us,  that  a  Gonorrhoea  never  will  be  at¬ 
tended  with  ill  Confequences,  after  it  has  difap- 
peared  four  Months,  and  no  Sign  of  the  Pox  has 
appeared  in  that  Time. 
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Fracaftorius  fays,  it  was  at  firft  amazing  that  the 
Infection  receiv’d,  yet  often  four  Months  were 
elapfed  before  manifeft  Signs  were  given  of  it,' 
from  whence  the  DoCtor  would  have  us  believe, 
that  if  after  the  Ufe  of  Injections,  the  Pox  does 
not  difcover  itfelf  in  the  Space  of  four  Months, 
we  need  have  no  Apprehenfions  about  it^  but  this 
Conclufion  of  the  Doctor's,  limiting  the  Pafiive- 
nefs  of  the  Poifon  to  four  Months,  to  be  a  Cer¬ 
tainty  that  a  Gonorrhoea  never  will  be  attended 
with  ill  Confequences,  is  plainly  calculated  to 
obviate  the  Reproaches  Injections  deferve.  If 
after  four  Months  the  Patient  has  any  venereal 
Complaints,  he  will  be  told  they  are  owing  to  a 
frefh  Contraction,  for  if  they  arofe  from  the  for¬ 
mer  Gonorrhoea,  they  mud  have  appeared  within 
four  Months  ;  but  how  does  he  convince  us  that 
the  bad  Effects  of  a  Gonorrhoea  will  fhew  them- 
felves  in  that  Time?  Why,  by  telling  us,  that 
Fracaftorius  obferves,  it  often  happened,  that 
for  four  Months  after  the  Infection  was  receiv’d,* 
the  Pox  difcovered  itfelf  by  no  manifeft  Signs. 
This  Obfervation  Fracaftorius  mentions  as  uncer¬ 
tain,  becaufe  he  does  not  fay  it  always  happens* 
but  often,  from  whence  the  DoCtor  infers  a  po- 
fitive  Conclufion,  and  fays,  we  may  fafely  con¬ 
clude  a  Gonorrhoea  never  will  be  attended  with 
ill  Confequences,  after  it  has  difappeared  four 
Months  ,  for  the  Rule  of  the  learned  Fracafto - 
rius  agrees  well  with  Experience,  but  the  Rule, 
•  as  it  is  called,  of  Fracaftorius ,  relates  to  the  Ap- 
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peafance  of  the  Pox,  after  the  Infection  was  re- 
reived  into  the  Habit,  before  any  fuch  Diforder 
as  the  Gonorrhoea  was  known.  The  DodoPs 
Conclufion  has  Refpedtothe  Appearance  of  the 
Pox,  after  the  Gonorrhoea  has  been  dried  up  by 
Injections  ;  now  as  there  is  no  Relation  between 
the  Conclufion  and  the  Premifes,  this  Logic, 
according  to  all  Rules,  rhuft  fail  to  the  Ground, 
for  Non  debet  plus  ejje  in  Conclufione ,  quam  in 
Pramiffu  Can  [a  eft±  quia  non  pot  eft  plus  conclu- 
di ,  quam  probatum  eft.  But  the  Dodor,  nor 
no  one  elfe,  could  ever  prove  the  flated  Time  of 
the  Pox  to  make  its  Appearance  after  the  Recep¬ 
tion  of  the  Virus  into  the  Blood  ;  therefore  what 
has  been  advanced,  muff  be  done  with  a  Defigu 
to  deceive  the  World,  and  icreen  Injections  from 
Diig  race  and  Infamy. 


The  DodoPs  Advocates  cannot  be  difpleafed 
that  I  treat  his  Pradice  in  the  free  Manner  I  do, 
himfeif  taking  the  greateft  Liberties  with  the 
whole  Faculty,  and  often  advancing  Things 
which  we  are  to  believe  upon  no  other  Account 
but  the  Credit  of  an  Ipfe  dixit.  Had  I  fufficient 
Abilities  to  criticife^  I  would  be  far  from  taking 
Notice  of  Errors,  purely  for  the  Sake  of  fhewing 
tny  Parts  or  Judgment,  nor  have  I,  I  hope,  fo 
fnuch  Ill-Nature  to  find  Fault  upon  no  other 
Pretence  than  to  make  People  uneafy  •,  yet,  I 
think  it  would  be  an  unpardonable  Crime  in  any 
Perform  filcntly  to  permit  a  pernicious  Pradice, 
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for  People  of  all  Profefilons  ought  to  look  upon 
themfelves  as  Servants  to  the  Public,  and  fliould 
ftudy,  by  all  reafonabie  Means,  to  promote  the 
common  good,  fince  they  are  entruffed  with 
whatever  is  deaf  to  Mankind  j  it  is  not  enough 
that  they  honeflly  difcharge  themfelves  of  the 
Confidence  that  is  put  in  them,  but  they  fhould 
alfo  endeavour  to  preferve  their  different  Scien¬ 
ces  from  the  Tarnifh  of  Craft,  Bigotry,  Avarice, 
Superftition,  and  Ignorance,  by  taking  Reafon 
for  their  Guide,  and  judging  without  Partiality, 
or  Prejudice  ;  and  a  Man  of  common  Under- 
Handing,  affifled  by  Experience,  may,  for  what 
I  know  to  the  contrary,  be  as  competent  a  judge 
in  thofe  Matters,  as  the  moft  refined  Genius  5 
there  is  one  Thing  in  the  Knowledge  of  Phyfic  I 
am  certain  of,  and  that  is,  the  clearer  any  one 
fees  into  the  Nature  and  Caufe  of  a  Diforder,  the 
lefs  perplexed  will  be  his  Method  of  Cure,  and  I 
have  obferved,  that  this  Perfpicuity  as  often  ac¬ 
companies  common  Senfe,  with  a  flow  difcerning 
Underftanding,  as  the  lively  Imagination,  with 
all  the  Gaiety  of  Fancy,  and  Exuberance  of 
Learning.  Thus  I  greatly  fufpedt  that  all  Injec¬ 
tions  of  the  fpecifrc  or  aflringent  Kind,  were  the 
Inventions  and  Sallies  of  phyfical  Wits,  to  hu¬ 
mour  Patients,  and  make  their  Method  of  Cure 
admired  for  Pleafantnefs  and  Difpatch  ;  but  the 
Man  of  common  Senfe,  confulting  more  the  Re¬ 
covery  of  the  Perfon  than  the  Tickling  his  Fancy, 
condemns  this  Method  as  unfafe  and  dangerous, 
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knowing  that  tho’  Citb  and  Jucunde  are  two  of 
the  Requifites  in  an  Indication  of  Cure  \  Tuto  the 
third  fhould  not  be  overlook’d  ;  but  if  the  Wit 
cures  Citb  et  Jucunde ,  he  never  troubles  himfelf 
with  the  Tuto  y  for  whoever  obferved  a  Wit  to 
confult  either  his  own  Safety,  or  other  People’s, 
Precipitancy  and  Pleafure  hurrying  away  their 
Judgment,  while  the  Man  of  common  Senfe  is 
ever  mindful  of  the  Tuto,  and  would  rather  for¬ 
feit  the  Opinion  of  his  being  no  Wit,  than  part 
with  it  for  the  Citb  and  Jucunde . 

Thus  Injections,  by  flopping  up  the  pocky 
Matter,  and  driving  it  into  the  Blood,  may  be 
faid  to  cure  Citb  et  Jucunde ,  but  Reafon  tells  us, 
by  walking  it  away  and  expelling  it  through  the 
urinary  Railages,  the  Cure  is  performed  Citb, 
Tuto ,  et  Jucunde ,  which  I  am  perfwaded  no  In¬ 
jection  can  do,  they  all  preventing  the  Difcharge 
of  the  Virus, 

Tuto  itaque  progreditur ,  Ji  Morbum  expellat 
quantum  fieri  poterat ,  fine  Metu  recidivae,  et 
nullam  vel  quam  minimam  Egrotanti  Noxam  at  tu* 
Ierit ,  adhibetis  nimirum  Remediis ,  frequenti  i) fu, 
et  longa  Experientia  cognitis .  River,  Init.  Med* 
de  Method.  Med, 

Thofe  Ends,  I  am  certain,  can  be  obtained  in 
a  Clap,  by  the  Medicines  I  life,  of  which  I  am 
convinc’d,  by  frequent  Practice,  and  a  long  Ex- 
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perience*  they  expel  the  Difeafe  without  Fear  of 
a  Return,  and  give  not  the  lead  Uneafinefs  to 
the  Patient. 

Having  told  my  Opinion,  with  Refpedt  to 
thofe  Injections,  that  I  diftinguifhed  by  the  Ti¬ 
tles  of  Balfamic,  and  Aftringent  or  Drying,  I 
will  make  fome  Enquiry  into  the  third  Divifion, 
to  which  1  have  given  the  Name  of  Specific,  or 
thofe  who  do  by  fome  peculiar  Quality,  deflroy 
the  venereal  Poifon,  as  it  is  pretended,  and  make 
it  quite  harmlefs  and  inoffenfive. 

Tho9  Specific,  according  to  the  Stridlnefs  of  the 
Word  in  a  phyfical  Senfe,  means  thofe  Remedies 
which  by  imperceptible  Means  perform  a  Cure, 
Nullo  habito  RefpeSfu ,  ad  hanc  aut  illam  Intenti - 
fnem,  five  Indicationem  curativam .  Syd.  in  Prae¬ 
fatione.  Yet  Mercury,  fince  its  firft  Ufe,  has 
been  looked  upon  by  the  Writers  of  all  Ages  and 
Countries,  to  be  the  grand  Specific,  or  fure  Re¬ 
medy  to  be  depended  upon  in  the  Cure  of  the 
venereal  Difeafe,  notwithstanding  that  its  Manner 
of  Operation  can  be  accounted  for  by  thofe  who 
are  acquainted  with  its  Principles  ;  but  there  are 
fome  who,  for  Want  of  this  Knowledge,  really 
and  truly  prefcribe  it  as  a  Specific  in  the  ftrid 
Senfe  and  Meaning  of  the  Word,  having  no  De¬ 
li  gn  in  what  they  do,  nor  no  Refpedt  to  the  In¬ 
dication  of  Cure  ;  and  this  is  the  Caufe  of  the 
many  unhappy  Accidents  that  have  befallen  the 
Ufe  of  this  Mineral,  feme  preferring  the  crude 
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Mercury,  many  the  Sublimates,  and  others 
the  Precipitates. 

Now  it  is  ordered,  in  Quantities,  to  promote 
fenfible  Evacuations,  thinking  its  whole  Succefs 
arifes  from  a  Salivation,  or  that  it  muft  operate 
either  as  a  Cathartic,  Diaphoretic,  or  Diuretic  ; 
others  on  the  contrary  imagine,  that  its  Virtue 
lies  in  gently  mixing  with  the  Fluids,  digefting 
them,  and  breaking  thro9  their  Vifcidities,  de~ 
ftroying  the  venereal  Poifon,  which,  when  ex- 
tinguifhed,  will  be  infenfibly  difcharged  with 
fome  of  the  Secretions,  and  as  great  Advantages 
were  obferved  to  attend  the  Ule  of  this  Medicine 
in  all  thofe  different  Indications  of  Cure,  which 
Benefits,  as  I  have  already  obferved,  ought  to  be 
regarded  rather  as  Palliative  than  Eradicative  ; 
but  be  this  as  it  will,  the  Succefs  of  Mercury  in 
all  the  Variety  of  its  Preparations,  and  different 
Manner  of  prefcribing  it,  gave  Rife  to  the  Life 
of  the  Injections  I  am  fpeaking  of,  no  Refpect 
being  had  to  the  Materials  of  their  Compofition, 
other  than  as  they  ferved  for  convenient  Vehicles 
to  the  Mercury.  Being  order’d  in  the  Unguent, 
Precipitate,  Calomel,  &c.  according  to  the  Fancy 
of  the  Operator,  who  in  this  particular  Way  of 
ufing  it5  muft  look  upon  it  to  be  either  a  Specific* 
or  be  otherwife  at  a  Lofs  to  account  for  his  Inten¬ 
tion,  if  he  does  not  allow  it  employ’d  with  a  De~ 
fign  to  dry  up  the  running,  and  fome  the  Vim- 
lency  into  the  Blood. 
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That  Mercury  is  not  a  Specific  in  the  venereal 
Difeafe,  I  can  affirm  from  Experience,  having 
obferved  more  People  difappointed  in  their  .  Ex¬ 
pectations  from  a  Salivation,  than  receive  a  Cure  ^ 
that  is,  when  the  Surgeon  depends  entirely  on 
Mercury,  which  1  know  is  the  Cuftom  in  feveral 
Places. 

Tho’  3  look  upon  no  Remedy  to  be  equal  to 
Mercury,  for  attenuating  the  Blood  and  other 
Juices,  and  for  difengaging  the  venereal  Taint 
from  them,  and  difpofing  it  to  be  carried  off  by 
fome  of  the  Excretions,  yet  other  Helps  muff  be 
called  in,  not  only  to  expel  the  Poifon  but  the 
Mercury  along  with  it,  for  both  are  apt  to  lurk 
in  fome  Sinus  or  Cell,  out  of  the  Power  of  Ch> 
culation,  the  Mercury  probably  for  Life,  pro¬ 
ducing  many  Accidents,  and  the  Virus  daily  fed 
by  fome  of  the  degenerate  Juices  of  the  Body, 
Till  it  acquires  Strength  fufficient  to  pollute  the 
whole  Habit,  or  be  gathered  together,  and  thrown 
by  Nature  as  a  Crifis  on  fome  particular  Part, 
Numbers  of  Inftances  of  thofe  Cafes  can  be  pro¬ 
duced  from  Practice,  to  prove  that  Mercury 
fhould  not  be  folely  depended  upon,  nor  given  in 
Quantities  to  overcome  the  Refiftance  of  the  ca¬ 
pillary  Veffels.  Sydenham  thought  all  its  Virtues 
confifted  in  its  falivating  Power.  Ita  nullus  du - 
Into,  quin  fit  experiri  pojfiit  aliud  quid ,  five  in  Regno 
Vegetabili ,  Jive  Animali ,  quod  in  excitanda  Saliva- 
tkne ,  Pares  cum  Mercurio  Vires  haberet ,  pa¬ 
riter 
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riter  etiam  ad  fanandam  Luem  valeret.  Epifh 
Refp. 

Boerhaave  afcribes  no  fpecifical  Qualities  to  it, 
accounting  for  its  Manner  of  Operation,  Pon¬ 
dere  vel  Acrimonia %  vel  utrifque  Simul,  de  Ob - 
ftruft. 

Therefore  the  Advantage  of  Mercury  in  In¬ 
jections  proceeds  either  from  drying  up  the  run¬ 
ning  by  its  Acrimony,  or  if  the  UnCtion  enters 
into  the  Compofition  by  mixing  with  the  Virus, 
and  conveying  it  into  the  Blood,  no  one  will  di- 
fpute  the  deficcative  or  drying  Qualities  of  Mer¬ 
curial  Preparations,  when  {Efficiently  diluted  to 
prevent  their  cauftic  Properties  ^  and.  Experi¬ 
ence  tells  us,  that  Mercury  applied  in  the  Oint¬ 
ment  to  any  Part  affeCted,  carries  the  Poifon  into 
the  Blood. 

I  knew  a  Surgeon  that  had  fuch  an  Opinion  of 
the  fpecific  Virtues  in  Mercury,  that  the  Unguent 
applied  to  the  under  Part  of  the  Penis,  along 
the  Courfe  of  the  Urethra,  and  an  Injeflion  of 
Calomel  cum  Mel.  et  Aor  Rofar.  were  the  only 
Things  he  ufed  in  a  Gonorrhoea  •,  they  will  cer¬ 
tainly  take  off  the  Symptoms,  but  Time  will 
convince  the  Patient  whether  they  deffroy  the 
Virus,  2nd  prevent  its  further  Mifchief. 

The  UnClion  is  recommended  by  Aftruc  to  eafe 
the  Chordee,  and  his  Advice  feems  to  meet  with 

H  4  general 


geper^l  Approbation,  and  it  is  the  Cutfom  of 
very  eminent  Praditioners,  I  know,  after  the. 
Ufe  of  emollient  Fomentations  Morning  and 
Evening,  to  all  Kinds  of  venereal  Swellings,  to 
riib  in  a  Quantity  of  the  Undion,  and  when  it  is 
quite  foak'ed  up,  tq  apply  a  gentle  repelling  Ca- 
taplafrn  *,  the  Effeds  of  thole  topical  Remedies 
will  furprifingly  anfwer  Expectation,  in  difper- 
fihg  the  Tumours,  and  Mercury  would  be  a 
moft  noble  Medicine  if  it  extinguifh’d  the  Virus 
at  the  Time  the  obftruded  Humours  were  drove 
into  the  Circulation  ;  but  there  is  a  great  Deal  of 
Reafon  to  furmife  that  it  has  not  thofe  fovereign 
Qualities,  and  the  ill  Confequences  of  the  Poifon 
thus  getting  into  the  Blood,  fhould  be  always 
apprehended,  and  every  Endeavour  ufed  to  ba~ 
ftifh  it  out  of  the  Conftitution,  for  while  the 
leaft  Particle  of  it  remains  in  the  Juices  of  the 
Body,  there  is  great  Danger  that  the  whole  may 
In  Time  be  infeded, 

5  ,  i  J  '  I  !  i  . 

The  Undion  it  rnuft  be  allow'd,  though  it 
turns  the  Virus  into  the  Blood  will  be  found  a 
powerful  Remedy,  in  preventing  Injuries  that 
Would  Be  caufed  by  the  Suppuration  of  feveral 
Kinds  of  venereal  Tumours;  here  Reafon  and 
Experience  approve  of  its  Ufe,  but  where  is  the 
Kecefiity  of  employing  it  in  a  Gonorrhoea,  fince 
it  will  certainly  remove  the  Contagion  from  the 
Place  it  fixed  on  into  the  Habit  ?  but  in  Tumours 
wl^n  tk$  pocky  Matter  violently  femes  on  the 

Tefticles 
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Tefticles,  the  Gians,  the  Parts  in  Poerinaso,  and 
many  other  Places  where  Suppurations  would  be 
dangerous,  then  it  is  eligible  to  prevent  them,  as 
the  throwing  the  Virulency  into  the  Blood  is  ef- 
teemed  lefs  hazardous ;  but  in  a  Clap  where  a 
proper  Management  of  the  running  would  drain 
off  all  the  Poifon,  to  divert  it  from  this  Courfe- 
and  direct  it  into  the  Habit,  is  inverting  the  old 
Rule,  of  two  Evils  the  leaft  is  to  be  chofen. 

r  ;  ‘  '  ,'t  i  ’  ; 

When  it  is  propofed  to  expel  the  venereal  Taint 
put  of  the  Conftitution,  Mercury  is  not  to  be  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  Parts  affedted  with  Shankers,  or  any 
Eruptions,  they  are  to  be  treated  as  Boerhaave 
Orders,  who  always  gives  a  Reafon  for  what  he 
does. 

Sic  fi  Herpes  fit  in  Humero ,  nollem  Mercurium 
externe  applicare ,  ne  retrogrediatur  in  Venas ,  fed 
interne  dabo ,  atque  ad  illum  Locum  determinabo 
per  Pannos  madidos ,  Fomento  idoneo ,  ei  applica * 
tos .  De  Lue  Vener. 

t 

From  what  has  been  faid,  I  think  it  will  very 
plainly  appear,  that  Mercury  externally  ufed,  in- 
finuating  itfelf  through  the  Pores  of  the  Skin* 
and  mixing  with  obftrudted  Fluids,  attenuates 
them,  and  diffolves  and  breaks  through  their  Co- 
hefions  and  Vifcidities,  dilating  the  capillary 
Veffels,  and  opening  a  Paflage  for  itfelf  and  the 
stagnated  Humours,  into  the  circulating  Streams 
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and  confequently  the  venereal  Matter  entangled 
in  thofe  Humours  ;  therefore  its  Ufe  in  a  Clap 
mud  be  greatly  prejudicial  either  in  Injedions  or 
Fri&ions,  fince  it  evidently  drives  the  morbific 
Taint  from  the  Part  affe&ed,  into  the  Blood. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  X. 

A  Summary  of  the  whole „ 

S  I  have  differed  in  moft  Particulars 
in  the  foregoing  Difcourfe,  from  the 
eftabliflPd  Rules  and  Opinions,  re¬ 
lating  to  the  Caufe  and  Cure  of  a 
Gonorrhoea,  it  will  feem  more  reafonable  to  fuff 
pe£b  my  Want  of  Knowledge  in  thole  Affairs, 
than  that  the  Numbers  who  have  favoured  thofe 
Notions  and  Opinions,  fhould  be  miftaken  % 
therefore  if  any  Perfon  who  gives  himfelf  the 
Trouble  to  read  this,  will  fhew  where  I  am  de¬ 
fective,  I  will,  with  the  utmoft  Gratitude,  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  Favour,  and  make  apublick  Re¬ 
nunciation  of  my  Errors  ^  for  all  my  Defign  was 
to  put  the  Subjeds  I  treat  of  in  fuch  a  Light, 
that  they  may  appear  as  they  really  are  free  from 
the  Shades  and  Colouring  of  Deception  ;  and  that 
every  one  may  the  more  readily  judge  in  this 
Bufinefs,  I  Jfhall  particularife  the  Circumftances 
in  which  I  diffent  from  the  Generality, 

I  affert,  that  the  Writers  on  the  venereal  Diff 
eafe  have  not  given  us  a  true  Hiftory  of  that 

Diforder, 
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Diforder,  its  Caufe,  the  Time  of  its  firft  Appear¬ 
ance,  and  the  Nature  of  its  Malignity,  which 
better  underftood,  might  perhaps  point  out  a 
more  effectual  Method  of  Cure. 

Nam  Credo  omnem  Can  [am  Phyjicam  habere  in 
rerum  Natur d  aliam  fibi  oppofitam .  Boerh.  de 
Yarioli. 

I  have  faid  that  the  Gonorrhoea  is  a  critical 
Difcharge,  and  that  purging,  Balfamics  too  early 
ufed,  and  Injections,  as  they  either  divert  or  dry 

Up  the  running,  muft  be  injurious. 

« 

I  infift,  that  the  fore  Part  of  the  Urethra,  which 
lies  nearly  under  the  Junction  ot  the  Gians  Penis? 
with  the  Corpora  Caver nofa,  is  the  Part  firft  ar- 
feCted  in  Men,  and  if  ever  it  afcends  to  the  prof- 
tate  Gland,  Veficula  Seminales ,  &c.  it  muft  be 
through  Carelefnefs  or  Mii'-management, 

The  Diforder,  in  Women,  is  fituated  in  the 
Urethra,  Lacunae  prope  exitum  ejus ,  the  Nym¬ 
phae,  Glans  Clitoris,  and  the  Glandulous  Sub¬ 
itanee,  compofing  the  external  Orifice  of  the  Va¬ 
gina,  and  not  in  the  Vagina  itfelf,  or  Matrix,  as 
fome  have  thought.  The  Fluor-albus  is  a  Difor- 
cJer  of  the  Vagina,  and  flows  through  the  hypo- 
gaftric  capillary  Arteries^  terminating  in  vaft 
Numbers  here,  which  are,  at  all  Times,  the 
Outlets  of  the  Menfes,  unlefs  in  Pregnancy,  or 
Diforders  of  the  Womb,  which  diftend  and 

ftretch 
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ftretch  it  out,  for  that  Organ  in  a  natural  State 
unimpregnated,  I  believe,  admits  no  more  Blood 
than  what  is  barely  fufficient  for  its  Support,  be¬ 
ing  clofely  fqueezed  tip  and  contracted. 

V ota  Differentia  inter  Vulnera  Uteri  Deeming 
Partui  proximo*  et  ejufdem  non  gravid#. ,  in  folis 
Vafis  haret ,  et  Arteria  qua  olim  Liquidum  aquo- 
fum  tenuffmum  veh  eb  ant ,  nunc  purum  putum  San¬ 
guinem  gerunt.  Boerh.  de  Vulner.  Uteri. 

The  placing  the  Veffels  from  whence  the  Men- 
fes  and  Fluor- albus  fpring  in  the  Vagina,  and 
not  in  the  Matrix,  muft  give  us  clearer  Concep¬ 
tions  of  their  Nature  and  Caufe,  and  perhaps 
point  out  a  more  diftindt  Method  of  Cure  for 
thofe  Diforders  that  depend  on  them  ;  for  if  an 
Ailment  be  aferibed  to  a  Part  that  is  not  affe&ed, 
wrong  Judgments  in  the  Indication  of  Cure  muft 
undoubtedly  happen. 

The  internal  Membrane  of  the  Vagina,  in  long 
and  ftubborn  Cafes  of  the  Fluor-albus,  is  fubjedfc 
to  a  Relaxation  and  Defcent,  for  its  Rugae  or 
Folds  make  it  longer  than  the  other  Teguments, 
2nd  by  being  continually  drench’d  in  thofe  Hu¬ 
mours,  becomes  fo  flack  and  flabby,  that  it  can’t 
fuftain  itfelf  in  its  natural  Situation  ;  this  falling 
down  is  often  taken  for  a  Prolapfus  Uteri,  or,  at 
leaft,  a  Defcent  of  all  the  Membranes  of  the  Va¬ 
gina  $  it  is  the  internal  Coat  alfo,  that  gives  Wav 
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In  a  Prolapfus  Ani,  and  not  the  whole  Subftanoe 
of  the  Re&um. 

There  are  pathognomonical  Symptoms,  or  pe^* 
Culiar  Signs  to  diflinguifh  one  Diforder  from  ano¬ 
ther,  by  thofe,  an  Inflammation  of  the  Pleura  is 
known  from  an  Inflammation  of  the  intercoflal 
Mufcles  of  the  Lungs  or  Diaphragm,  the  Gout 
in  the  Bowels  from  the  Cholic,  the  iliac  Paflion 
from  the  nephritic  Diforder,  or  the  Symptoms  of 
a  ftrangulated  Inteiline  in  an  Hernia;  the  Pox 
from  arthritic,  fcorbutic,  or  rheumatic  Pains, 
and  the  Clap  from  the  Fiuor-albus ;  and  yet  for 
Want  of  a  perfedt  Knowledge  in  thofe  Signs, 
many  fatal  Errors  have  been  committed  in  Prae» 
tice,  Similitude  of  Symptoms  leading  the  Judg¬ 
ment  fo  far  aftray,  that  one  Diforder  has  been 
often  miftaken  for  another. 

The  Matter  in  a  Gonorrhoea  does  not  proceed 
from  an  Ulcer,  the  Virus  flimulating  the  urethral 
Glands  caufes  Pain  and  Fluxion,  which  accounts 
for  all  the  Symptoms,  the  Running,  Chordee, 
and  Sharpnefs  of  Urine* 

Venereal  Ulcers  yield  a  thin  Sanies,  or  watry 
corrofive  Ichor,  and  not  a  whitifh  glutinous  Hu¬ 
mour  like  Pus. 

Cathartics  are  improper  in  the  Cure  of  a  Clap, 
they  have  no  fpecific  Virtues,  they  all  a£t  by  their 
Acrimony,  corroding  the  Parts  they  fix  upon, 

pro- 
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promoting  Pain  and  Fluxion,  the  Support  of 
their  Operations-,  they  caufe  a  Derivation  of  the 
Humours  ad  Interior em,  and  confequently  an 
Abforption  of  the  venereal  Poifon  into  the  Blood  $ 
nothing  more  hurtful  to  the  Conftitution  than 
purging,  as  it  is  generally  ufed  in  the  Cure  of  a 
Clap,  it  ruins  the  Habit  of  Body,  fpoils  the  Vif- 
cera,  and  deftroys  the  Texture  of  the  Blood. 

Injections  are  the  mo  ft  pernicious  Contrivances 
that  were  ever  invented  for  the  Cure  of  the  Go¬ 
norrhoea,  they  are  all  of  aftringent  and  drying 
Qualities,  conftraining  the  Poifon  to  enter  into 
the  Blood  contrary  to  the  Courfe  that  Nature  di¬ 
rects  to  carry  it  off.  Nothing  can  be  more  delu- 
five  than  to  pretend  that  they  deftroy  the  Virus, 
at  the  fame  Time  that  they  put  a  Stop  to  the 
running,  this  mu  ft  be  allowing  them  a  fpecific 
Virtue,  but  I  believe  it  will  be  readily  granted, 
that  no  Remedy  of  that  Kind  has  been  hitherto 
difcovered  againft  the  venereal  Difeafe  •,  the  whole 
Secret  of  Cure  confifting  in  the  Separation  of  the 
Poifon  from  the  Conftitution,  and  the  Expelling 
it  out  of  the  Habit  of  Body  *  in  a  Clap,  Nature 
appointed  the  running  to  anfwer  thofe  Ends,  and 
the  Bufinefs  of  the  Surgeon  is  to  moderate  it  in 
fuch  a  Manner,  that  it  may  conduce  moft  to  the 
Advantage  of  his  Patient,  correcting  the  Symp¬ 
toms,  by  Medicines,  which  difengage  the  Poifon 
from  its  Settlement,  and  drive  it  out  of  the  Body, 
not  to  footh  it  by  Injections,  and  introduce  it 
into  the  Blood. 

3 
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Diuretics  are  Medicines  the  belt  calculated,  td 
free  the  Blood  and  Juices  from  any  Infedtion  or 
Impurity  $  they  pervade  every  Channel  through 
which  the  Circulation  flows3  break  through  Co- 
hefions  and  Obflruftions,  and  carry  their  falutary 
Virtues  to  the  remoteft  Parts ;  thofe  Remedies 
feem  to  be  particularly  defign’d  for  the  Cure  of  a 
Clap,  the  Seat  of  which  Diforder,  in  both  Sexes*' 
being  immediately  fubjebt  to  their  Influences. 

They  fooner  appeafe  the  Heat  of,  Urine  and 
Chordee,  than  any  other  infernal  Medicines ;  they 
entirely  expel  the  Poifon,  prevent  other  Parts 
from  being  injured,  and  if  well  chofen,  will  effedfc 
the  Cure  from  the  beginning' to  the  ending,  with¬ 
out  the  Variation  of  a  Angle  Ingredient,  and  yet 
there  is  not  the  leaft  Particle  of  Mercury,  or  any 
other  rough  Thing  in  the  Compofition  that  can 
poffibly  be  an  Objection  againfl:  its  Ufe  to  thd 
tendered:  Infant. 

It  may  be  afked,  why  I  don*t  make  known  fo 
harmlefs  and  effectual  a  Remedy,  to  which  I  am* 
fwer,  that  every  Perfon  who  underflands  the  hu¬ 
man  Conftitution,  and  the  Nature  of  its  Difor- 
ders,  with  a  competent  Knowledge  of  the  Ma¬ 
teria  Medicay  will,  with  a  little  Confederation  of 
what  I  have  faid,  and  the  Experience  of  fonre 
Practice,  foon  find  it  out  of  himfelf,  and  where 
thofe  Acquifitions  are  wanting  ;  the  Knowledge 
of  all  the  particular  Preparations  of  Medicine^ 
cannot  fupply  the  Defeft,  or  qualify  a  Perfon  fof 
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tie  Pra&ice  of  Phyfic  3  therefore  I  think  it  is 
more  for  the  publick  Good  that  thefe  Kinds  of 
Remedies  fhould  be  confined  to  the  Knowledge  of 
thofe  who  have  Sagacity  to  find  them  out,  from 
the  Hints  given  of  their  Defigns,  and  Manner  of 
Operation,  and  who,  when  thus  difcovered,  know 
how  to  make  a  proper  Ufe  of  them. 

There  is  no  Occafion  for  the  Ufe  of  Mercury 
in  the  Cure  of  a  Clap,  if  that  Diforder  is  ma¬ 
naged  as  it  fhould  be  ;  the  Benefit  of  this  Re¬ 
medy  is,  the  attenuating  the  Juices,  and  difpo- 
fing  the  Venereal  Taint  to  be  carried  off  by  the 
Encreafe  of  fome  Evacuations.  I  don’t  approve 
of  Salivation  for  many  Reafons,  fome  of  which 
I  have  already  given,  but  particularly  on  Account 
of  the  many  Relapfes  I  have  known  after  them^ 
by  not  keeping  ftri&ly  to  a  Diet,  and  proporti¬ 
oning  the  Quantity  of  the  Food  to  the  Strength 
of  the  Conftitution  ;  for  the  Repairs  of  the  Habit 
in  thofe  Circumftances,  depend  folely  on  Mode¬ 
ration,  which  reftores  the  Vigour  of  the  Solids 
by  Degrees,  and  enables  them  to  fhake  off  the 
Venereal  Taints,  and  expel  them  with  the  natural 
Evacuations ;  but  if  the  Cravings  of  the  Appetite 
are  indulged.  Cito  replent  fua  Vafia  pinguibus ,  et 
gluiinofis  Cibis ,  obefi  ftatim  fiunt ,  et  fi  vel  mini-, 
ma  Pars  refiet  priftina  Labis  in  Recidivum  pejfimu  m 
incidunt .  Boerh.  de  Lue  Vener. 

But  even  when  the  Diforder  lays  hold  of  the 
BoneSa  it  can  be  cured  by  a  Method  he  prefcribes 

I  without 
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without  Salivation,  of  which  Diet  makes  a  prii^ 
pipal  Part. 

s 

Credo  quod  Omnes  pojfunt  fanari ,  pr^efertim  fi 
Diaeta  adhibeatur  tenuis ,  ref  ohms ,  #«//0 

aleofo.  Boerh.  de  Morb,  Op. 

As  I  have  a  compleat  Sett  of  Annotations,  on 
the  Aphorifms  of  Boerhaave ,  which  is  not  every 
where  to  be  met  with,  I  am  in  no  Dread  of  an 
Imputation  of  Pedantry,  nor  have  I  any  Appre- 
henfion  of  being  accufed  wdth  an  Affectation  of 
Learning,  by  the  frequent  Citations  from  that 
excellent  Perfon ;  becaufe  every  Thing  relating  to 
fo  extraordinary  a  Genius  in  Phyfic  muff  be 
gratefully  received  by  the  Public,  regardlefs  of 
the  Motives  that  divulge  it ;  therefore  I  cannot 
finifh  this  Difcourfe  better,  than  by  quoting  fome 
pf  his  Reafons  for  ufing  Mercury  with  Caution. 

furbith  Minerale ,  idem  Hie  Pulvis  efty  quo  quas¬ 
dam  Mulier  Gallica ,  tantas Jibi  acquifivit  Divitias 
curando  fc\l.  deperatiffmos  a  Lue  Venerea  obfeffos, 
Homines ,  unde  incidebant  cegri  in  Diarrhoeas ? 
Vomitus ,  &c.  quibus  fe  datis ,  a  Morbo  fanabantur  y 
fed  et  Plurimi  moriebantur . 

Itaque  ne  detur ,  niji  Medicus  fit  certus ,  Vifcera 
effe  integra ,  et  robufta .  De  Lue  Vener. 

Mercurius  in  Corpus  ingeritur  cum  Sulphure  uni¬ 
tus  vocatur  tunc ,  VEthiops  Miner  ale  y  et  tunc  etiam 
[cld  Vi  Mecharicd  Ponderis  agity  nec  ullam  Acri¬ 
moniam 
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monlam  habet,  cum  Spiritibus  acidis ,  vario  Modo 
prceparatus ,  et  tunc  Pondere  Metalli ,  et  Acrimo¬ 
nia  Salium  fimul  agit ,  et  Salivationes  horrendas  et 
Purgationes  intolerabiles  producit,  deObdruElione * 
proinde  ad  Salivationem .  &V  omnem  Sanguinem 
rubrum  et  omne  Serum  in  puram  Aquam  convertit 
quce  vafis  cohiberi  nequit ,  fed  exit9  ematiatos  re¬ 
linquit  Homines ,  omnibus  Humoribus  exhauftis,  et 
Vafis  prce  nimia  Inanitione  collapfis  et  contractis* 

Liquida  attenuant  et  Vafa  dilacerant ,  hinc  eji  quod 
Mercurius  prcecipitatus  ruber ,  et  albus,  non  edul - 
coratus,  Mercurius  corrofivus%  Lurbith  Minerale , 
et  Flavum,  certiffima  funt  Venena ,  et  Corpori 
Humano  nunquam  feperanda . 


FINIS. 


